Section 11.01: Zoning Ordinance
Subdivision 11.5: Rl-E- Historic Mahtomedi District

11.5

Rl-E - Historic Mahtomedi District
A. Intent.

1. District Characteristics. Historic Mahtomedi was largely developed in the l 920's and
'30's, as a summer home community with no apparent building or development
regulations. This lack of regulation resulted in a neighborhood with a number of
characteristics that contribute to its charm and attractiveness:
a. Narrow, meandering streets with few cars and many pedestrians;
b. Irregular, unpredictable pattern of streets, blocks, lots and open spaces;
c. Tightly-spaced housing reflecting the summer cottage era on White Bear Lake;
d. Unusual building placement on small lots, creating interesting open spaces, gardens
and private spaces;
e. Diverse housing style, size, quality, and value;
f.

Diverse socio-economic appeal.

2. Adaption of Certain Standard Zoning Provisions. The City values this unique
neighborhood and recognizes that in order to retain its character with all the pressures for
improvements and redevelopment, extraordinary zoning procedures must be put in place.
Therefore, several standard zoning principles applicable to other parts of the community
will be adapted for purposes of this District as follows:

a. Nonconforming Provision.
(I) It is not the intent of this District to standardize development into a uniform,
conforming pattern by gradually eliminating all of those features that are
different. Some unique features make the neighborhood attractive and give it
character. Nor is it the intent of this District to make development standards so
low that all existing features will conform, as this would allow all new
development to develop at low standards and would not contribute to the overall
quality of the neighborhood. It is the intent to allow future development that
would appear similar to present development.
(2) The nonconforming provision in Subdivision 10.2: Nonconformities of this
Ordinance will be applied differently for purposes of carrying out the intent of
this District. This will mean that:
(a) Nonconforming structures could be replaced or reconstructed with the same
non-conformities as presently exist by following the standard application
procedures for building permits pursuant to Subdivision 8.3: Building Permit.
(b) Existing uses in the district would be conforming both as to use and site
development and could be replaced with a similar use through the conditional
use permit procedure pursuant to Subdivision 8.21: Conditional Use Permit.
(3) If an existing nonconforming structure or use is made conforming or less
nonconforming, it shall not thereafter revert back to its previous nonconforming
status or condition.
b. Sliding Scale of Regulations.
(I) Although a basic zoning premise is to apply uniform regulations throughout a
district, uniform regulations will not reflect the diversity of lot sizes and random
building placement existing and desired in this district.
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