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SECTION 1
1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.1. Local Water Management Plan Purposes
The City of Mahtomedi’s Local Water Management Plan (plan, City plan, local plan) is a local
management plan that meets the requirements of Minnesota Statutes 103B, Minnesota Rules
8410, the Rice Creek Watershed District Watershed Management Plan (dated January 2010,
as amended November 9, 2016), and Valley Branch Watershed District Watershed
Management Plan (dated September 23, 2015). Minnesota Statute states that the purposes of
the water management programs are to:


Protect, preserve, and use natural surface and groundwater storage and retention systems;



Minimize public capital expenditures needed to correct flooding and water quality
problems;



Identify and plan for means to effectively protect and improve surface and groundwater
quality;



Establish more uniform local policies and official controls for surface and groundwater
management;



Prevent erosion of soil into surface water systems;



Promote groundwater recharge;



Protect and enhance fish and wildlife habitat and water recreational facilities; and



Secure the other benefits associated with the proper management of surface and
groundwater.

The Mahtomedi Local Water Management Plan addresses these purposes.
1.2. Local Water Management Responsibilities and Related Agreements
The City of Mahtomedi has not entered into any water management related agreements with its
neighboring cities, the County, Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD), Valley Branch
Watershed District (VBWD), or the State of Minnesota.
The City of Mahtomedi is responsible for construction, maintenance, and operation of the City's
stormwater management systems (i.e., ponds, pipes, channels) through the MS4 requirements.
The City requires agreements with private developers regarding the maintenance of privately
owned stormwater BMPs.
1.3. Executive Summary
The Mahtomedi Local Water Management Plan is divided into six sections:


Section 1.0 Executive Summary provides background information and summarizes the
plan contents.



Section 2.0 Land and Water Resource Inventory presents information about the
topography, geology, groundwater, soils, land use, public utilities, surface waters,
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hydrologic system and data, and the drainage system.


Section 3.0 Agency Cooperation describes the City's ordinances and other
governmental controls and programs that affect water management.



Section 4.0 Assessment of Problems and Issues presents the City's water
management related problems and issues.



Section 5.0 Goals and Policies outlines the City's goals and policies pertaining to water
management.



Section 6.0 Implementation Program presents the implementation program for the
City of Mahtomedi, which includes defining responsibilities, prioritizing, and listing
the program elements.

1.3.1.Background
The City of Mahtomedi (population 8,039) is located in Washington County in the
seven county Twin Cities metropolitan area, approximately 15 miles northeast of
downtown St. Paul (Figure 1). The City covers approximately 4 square miles.
Mahtomedi is nestled between the City of Grant to the east, City of White Bear Lake
and City of Birchwood to the west, City of Oakdale and City of Pine Springs to the
south, and City of Dellwood to the north. The City of Willernie is located in the center
of Mahtomedi.
Mahtomedi is within two watershed districts: Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD)
and Valley Branch Watershed District (VBWD), shown in Figure 13, Appendix A.
These districts regulate development impacts on water resources. This plan addresses
the rules and regulations put forth by the Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD) and
the Valley Branch Watershed District (VBWD).
Surface water in Mahtomedi generally drains to one of five large water bodies: White
Bear Lake, Lost Lake, Echo Lake, Washington Lake, or Long Lake.
Only a few undeveloped parcels remain in Mahtomedi. Although the community is
near full development, the City has identified some small areas of the city for redevelopment and more intense uses. Section 2.3 of this plan discusses land use in
Mahtomedi.
1.3.2.Summary of Implementation Section
Section 6 of this plan presents the implementation program for the City of Mahtomedi,
which includes defining responsibilities, prioritizing, and listing the program elements.
Table 6.1, outlines the projects, programs, studies, and Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) activities that have been identified to address the
problem areas contained in this Plan.
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2. LAND AND WATER RESOURCE INVENTORY

2.1.

Topography and Geology
The topography of Mahtomedi is generally rolling, with the highest ground being in the
southwestern portion of the City. The majority of Mahtomedi is located within the Eastern St.
Croix Moraine. A series of lakes dominates much of the land within the City including White
Bear Lake, Lost Lake, Echo Lake, Washington Lake, Long Lake (130 P) and Long Lake (118 P).
Within Rice Creek Watershed most of the City’s surface water drains north through this series of
lakes and empties into White Bear Lake. Within the Valley Branch Watershed, a portion of the
City’s surface water drains to Long Lake (118 P).
The City of Mahtomedi has contour data that cover the entire City and are based on 2011 LIDAR
(Light Detection and Ranging) data. Additional available mapping includes various development
plans and the Mahtomedi, Minnesota USGS 10-foot contour interval topographic map.
The RCWD plan provides a detailed description of the City’s surficial and bedrock geology and
aquifers. More information is available in the Washington County Geologic Atlas from the
Minnesota Geological Survey, as well as the U.S. Geological Survey Report entitled
Groundwater and Surface-Water Interactions Near White Bear Lake, Minnesota, Through 2011;
by D.O. Rosenberry, J. A. Bode, J. J. Trost, P. M. Jones, P. R. Jackson. Scientific Investigations
Report 2013-5044.

2.2.

Climate and Precipitation
The climate within the Minneapolis/St. Paul metropolitan area is described as a humid
continental climate with moderate precipitation, wide daily temperature variations, warm humid
summers and cold winters. The total average annual precipitation in this area is approximately 33
inches, of which approximately one-third occurs in the months of June, July and August. The
annual snowfall average is about 56 inches and is equivalent to approximately 5.6 inches of
water. Additional climatological information for the area can be obtained from the Minnesota
State Climatology Office at http://www.climate.umn.edu/.
The table below shows the Atlas 14 rainfall depths for various events. The rainfall data was
obtained from the Atlas 14 website produced by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). The 100-year, 10-day runoff is a combination of snowmelt and
precipitation when the ground is frozen and no infiltration can occur.
Atlas 14 Rainfall Depths and Frequency
Recurrence Interval (yrs) 24-hr Rainfall Depth (in)
2

2.8

10

4.3

100

7.3

100-year 10-day rainfall

9.9

100-year 10-day snowmelt

7.2
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The runoff data was obtained from Figure 2-1 (A) of the National Engineering Handbook,
Section 4, Hydrology, Soil Conservation Service, August 1972. Additional precipitation
information for the area can be obtained from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) website at
http://hdsc.nws.noaa.gov/hdsc/pfds/pfds_map_cont.html?bkmrk=mn.



2.3.

2-year event = 50% chance of occurring each year
100-year event = 1% chance of occurring each year

Soils
The Eastern St. Croix Moraine dominates the physical geography of the City, part of the Twin
Cities structural basin. This region is characterized by steep hills interspersed with deep
depressions occupied by small lakes or filled with peat. Soils are mostly well drained loam or
sand. More information about soils can be obtained from the Soil Survey of Washington and
Ramsey Counties.
Infiltration capacities of soils affect the amount of direct runoff resulting from rainfall; the
higher the infiltration rate for a given soil, the lower the runoff potential. Conversely, soils with
low infiltration rates produce high runoff volumes and high peak discharge rates. According to
the soil survey, most of the underlying soils in the City of Mahtomedi are classified as
Kingsley-Mahtomedi, Zimmerman, and Antigo-Chetek soils with moderate to high infiltration
rates. Figure 6 shows the hydrologic soil groups within the City.
Since the City of Mahtomedi is nearing full development, limited land grading will occur within
the City in the future.

2.4.

Land Use
The City of Mahtomedi is designated by the Metropolitan Council as a “developed community”
meaning that over 85 percent of the community is developed. Mahtomedi is almost fully
developed with just two percent of its usable land area still vacant, all of which consists of
underutilized small lots and parcels. Low-density residential land uses comprise 42% of all of
the City’s useable land. Medium and high density residential land uses comprise only 3.5% of
the City’s useable land. Commercial development occupies 1.3% of the City's land area, and
industrial land uses occupy 4.3% of the City’s total land area. Parks and open space occupy
2.5% of the City's total land area. The existing and future land uses in Mahtomedi are shown on
Figures 2 and 3, located in Appendix A. Land use data is an important factor for estimating
surface water runoff. The hard or impervious surface areas associated with each land use
greatly affect the amount of runoff generated from an area. Future land use projections indicate
those areas that may be available for water resource enhancement and where improvements
should be a priority. Significant changes in land use can increase runoff due to added
impervious surfaces. Mahtomedi expects very little change in land use.
The Metropolitan Council expects that household growth will be limited to infill development
and redevelopment areas, which is consistent with the City's future land use plan. The City’s
Comprehensive Plan indicates the addition of 109 additional acres of low density residential
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housing by 2040, mostly consisting of development of vacant land and rural residential areas on
Ideal Avenue south of Stillwater Road.
Some additional re-development opportunities are envisioned in the Comprehensive Plan,
specifically within the downtown area (3 acres) and along Century Avenue south of Century
College (5 acres). The land use plan also guides an additional 26 acres along Weber Road for
expanded industrial/business use. Although it is unclear how developable this property is, it is
reasonable to assume some development on this site, but perhaps not the full 26 acres.

2.5.

Public Utilities
Mahtomedi is completely within the Metropolitan Urban Service Area (MUSA). Sanitary sewer
and water service is provided throughout the City. The Mahtomedi sanitary sewer system
consists of approximately 43 miles of sewer mains, over 1,000 manholes, and eleven (11) lift
stations. Mahtomedi handles its wastewater on a metropolitan level and is incorporated into the
Metro Wastewater Treatment Plant located in St. Paul Minnesota. The Metropolitan Plant is the
largest in the State of Minnesota, serving 1.8 million users with a maximum capacity of 251
million gallons per day. There are also areas of the City that utilize Subsurface Sewage
Treatment Systems (SSTS).
Storm sewers, ditches, curbs, and gutters provide drainage for the City. The individual
subwatersheds map (Figure 4) shows the City’s stormwater system of pipes, channels and ponds.
Future street maintenance and redevelopment will likely dictate the extension or reconstruction
of the storm drainage system. Mapping of stormwater utilities will be updated as improvements
of the system are completed to stay in compliance with MS4 requirements.
To manage the City’s draw on the municipal water supply, the City uses standard sizing practices
for all municipal utilities. For additional information regarding groundwater see subsection 2.7.

2.6.

Surface Waters
Figure 5 shows the major water resources in the City of Mahtomedi. The following table lists the
public water basins and wetlands within the City and the associated ordinary High Water Level,
if applicable.
DNR ID #
118 P
118 P
119 W
130 P
134-01 P
134-02 P
135 W
167 P
338 W
339 W
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Waterbody Name
Long Lake
Long Lake
Weber Pond
Long Lake
Lost Lake
Lost Lake
Echo Lake
White Bear Lake
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin

OHW
939.4
939.4
Not Established
949.8
925.6
925.6
996.3
924.89
Not Established
Not Established

Lake ID #
82-0118-00
82-0118-00
82-0119-00
82-0130-00
82-0134-01
82-0134-02
82-0135-00
82-0167-00
82-0338-00
82-0339-00
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343 W
344 W
345 W
346 W
352 W
353 W
354 W
355 W
356 W
357 W
358 W
359 W
374 W
489 W

Hamline Lake
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Washington Lake
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin
Unnamed Basin

Not Established
Not Established
Not Established
Not Established
926.7
Not Established
Not Established
Not Established
Not Established
Not Established
Not Established
Not Established
Not Established
Not Established

82-0343-00
82-0344-00
82-0345-00
82-0346-00
82-0352-00
82-0353-00
82-0354-00
82-0355-00
82-0356-00
82-0357-00
82-0358-00
82-0359-00
82-0374-00
82-0489-00

The MN Rules 8420 Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) dictates that Local Government Units
(LGUs) are responsible for administering the rules. The intent of the WCA is to promote no net
loss of wetlands. Valley Branch Watershed District (VBWD) and Rice Creek Watershed District
(RCWD) are the LGU’s responsible for administering the WCA in the City of Mahtomedi. The
US Army Corps of Engineers regulates Waters of the United States and may also have
jurisdiction over surface waters within the City. Refer to Figure 5 for the location of National
Wetland Inventory (NWI) wetlands throughout the City. Additional wetland areas may be present
within the City that are not indicated on the NWI.
2.6.1.Water Quality Data
Water quality data for the City has been obtained from the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) Environmental Data Access site. This database is utilized by
participating agencies to compile water quality testing data and is almost entirely used
for the storage of water quality parameters. This water quality monitoring
information/data and monitoring locations can be found at the MPCA’s Environmental
Data Access site at https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/water-quality-data. Figure 9
shows various water quality monitoring sites within the City.
The 2015 VBWD Watershed Management Plan classifies Echo Lake and Long Lake as
"high -priority waterbodies" with respect to water quality management. As a result of this
classification, the VBWD may perform more intensive water quality monitoring of Echo
Lake and Long Lake. Weber Lake is classified as a "low-priority waterbody".

Figure 11 shows the approximate locations of a variety of sites that are listed
with MPCA’s “What’s in My Neighborhood” database. The status of these sites
varies from active to cleaned up and closed by MPCA. Specific details of each
site can be obtained from MPCA.
Other potential pollutant sources include industrial, commercial, residential, and
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other highly impervious land uses. Stormwater runoff from these land uses could
carry pollutants into the stormwater system (nonpoint source pollution),
especially if there are direct inlets into the storm sewer system that do not drain
first into a stormwater pond. Facilities within these land use types may be
covered by an NPDES General Industrial Stormwater Permit, which requires
preparation of stormwater pollution prevention plans to prevent nonpoint source
pollution.
2.6.2.Impaired Waters
The MPCA lists the following water bodies located within or near the City as being
impaired:
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

White Bear Lake (ID – 82-0167-00) is listed as impaired by the MPCA due to
Mercury in fish tissue. White Bear Lake was added to the impaired waters list by
the MPCA in 1998.
Echo Lake (ID – 82-0135-00) is listed as impaired by the MPCA due to
excessive nutrients. Echo Lake was added to the impaired waters list by the
MPCA in 2012.
Lake St. Croix (ID – 82-0001-00) is listed as impaired for excessive nutrients.
Lake St. Croix was added to the impaired waters list by the MPCA in 2008.
Lake Elmo (ID – 82-0106-00) is listed as impaired for mercury in fish tissue.
Lake Elmo was added to the impaired waters list by the MPCA in 1998 and
updated in 2008.
Lost Lake (ID – 82-0134-01/02) is listed as impaired for mercury in fish tissue.
Lost Lake was added to the impaired waters list by the MPCA in 2014.
Rice Creek (Long Lk to Locke Lk) (ID – 070010206-584) is listed as impaired
for aquatic macroinvertebrate bioassessments, fishes bioassessments, and E.coli
Rice Creek was added to the impaired waters list by the MPCA in 2006 and
2014.
Lake Pepin (ID – 25-0001-00) is listed as impaired for excessive nutrients. Lake
Pepin was added to the impaired waters list by the MPCA in 2002.
Peltier Lake (ID- 02-0004-00) is listed as impaired for excessive nutrients and
mercury in fish tissue. Mahtomedi has been assigned a categorical wasteload
allocation for TP of 6.75 lbs/day, or a reduction of 46% from existing conditions.

The locations of the impaired water bodies within the City of Mahtomedi are shown on
the water resource problem areas map, Figure 7, which can be found in Appendix A.
In addition to the water bodies listed above, the City is upstream of Lake Pepin. The City
will be required to implement the TMDL plans for this water body once complete.
2.6.3.Shoreland
The City of Mahtomedi has an adopted Shoreland Overlay District. A copy of this
ordinance can be found in the zoning regulations chapter in section 11.36 on the City’s
website at http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7BB983F313-8CF2-4BB7-
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8CFD-8AC05AAF37F6%7D/uploads/Section_11_01_-_Zoning_Ordinance.pdf or
obtained at City Hall. This ordinance requires setbacks from shoreland areas, and limits
the type of development, amount of impervious, and use of the City’s shoreland areas.
2.6.4.Floodplain
The City of Mahtomedi has adopted a floodplain management ordinance. A copy of
these regulations can be found on the City’s website at
http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7BB983F313-8CF2-4BB7-8CFD8AC05AAF37F6%7D/uploads/SECTION_11_05_-_Flood_Plain_Management.pdf or
obtained at City Hall. This ordinance generally regulates developments, land alterations
and uses within each of the floodway, flood fringe, and general floodplain districts.
2.6.5

2.7.

Wetland Buffer Ordinance
The City of Mahtomedi has also adopted a wetland buffer ordinance. A copy of this
ordinance can be found on the City’s website at
http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7BB983F313-8CF2-4BB7-8CFD8AC05AAF37F6%7D/uploads/Section_11_07_-_Wetland_Ordinance.pdf or obtained at
City Hall. This ordinance requires new development to provide buffers from existing
wetlands according to their quality and classification.

Groundwater
Various agencies are responsible for groundwater management and protection. The DNR
regulates groundwater usage rate and volume as part of its charge to conserve and use the waters
of the state. For example, suppliers of domestic water to more than 25 people or applicants
proposing a use that exceeds 10,000 gallons per day or 1,000,000 gallons per year must obtain a
water appropriation permit from the DNR. Many of the agencies charged with regulating water
usage are currently involved in assessing and addressing concerns of water usage. When and
where feasible the City of Mahtomedi will work with the associated agencies to be good stewards
of water resources. The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) is the official state agency
responsible for addressing all environmental health matters, including groundwater protection.
For example, the MDH administers the well abandonment program and regulates installation of
new wells. The MPCA administers and enforces laws relating to pollution of the state's waters,
including groundwater. The Minnesota Geological Survey provides a complete account of the
state's groundwater resources. The RCWD and VBWD have general responsibilities for
groundwater protection and use, but their role is limited to cooperating and assisting the DNR,
MDH and MPCA in their groundwater protection efforts. Washington County also has statutory
responsibilities to develop and adopt a Washington County Groundwater Plan for the purposes of
providing a county-wide structure for the protection and preservation of groundwater . A copy of
the Washington County Groundwater Plan can be found on the County’s website at
https://www.co.washington.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/794.
The City of Mahtomedi currently has four wells in service. They are designated Well No. 3, Well
No. 4, Well No. 5, and Well No. 6. These wells are split between the two pressure zones
contained within the city; and therefore, each has two wells serving each pressure zone. Each of
these wells draws from the Jordan Formation and is treated with chlorine, fluoride, and
polyphosphate at each well house. Once treated, the pumped water is sent into the city’s water
distribution system.
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All of the City’s existing water supply meets all primary contaminant standards as set forth by
regulating bodies listed above.
The City has submitted its Wellhead Protection Plan to the Minnesota Department of Health,
which includes the development of Drinking Water Supply Management Areas (DWSMAs) as
shown in Figure 14.

2.8.

Hydrologic System and Data
Modeling for the City of Mahtomedi was completed in 1999 by Howard R.Green Company and
describes the Hydrologic system for the City. This study provided the City with volumes, rates,
and paths of stormwater runoff. Results of the report identified projects completed within the
City limits which had a positive effect on the City’s water resources. Improvements to the City’s
system included projects along State Highway 244 and Birchwood Road (CSAH 29), Bruening
Pond, Iris Street and Griffin Avenue, Juniper and Hallam, and the Timberlea Oaks Pond Outlet.
The peak runoff rates and volume from most subwatersheds in the City of Mahtomedi are not
expected to change significantly due to future development. Stormwater runoff rate and volume
controls will be required to be in conformance with Watershed and State requirements.
Hydrologic information within the VBWD portion of the City is also available in the Echo Lake,
Weber Pond, and Long Lake subwatershed sections of the 2015 VBWD Watershed Management
Plan in Sections 5.3, 5.4, and 5.5.
With the additional precipitation data provided by Atlas 14, the City may choose to complete
additional risk assessments for specific problems areas dependent upon funding.

2.9.

Natural Communities and Rare Species
The Minnesota DNR produces the Minnesota County Biological Survey (MCBS) identifying
natural communities and rare species. Completed in 1987, the Washington County survey
identifies where evidence indicates the presence of rare plants and animals. The survey shows
rare plants and animals are present in Mahtomedi on the north and south ends of DNR Lake #
82-0356-00 and to the east of Katherine Abbott Park. These areas have significant swamp and
shrub wetlands. The survey also identified rare plants to the northwest of Long Lake in
Katherine Abbott Park. This area was designated as dry gravel prairie.
The entire City of Mahtomedi has been categorized according to the Minnesota Land Cover
Classification System (MLCCS). Figure 10 shows a map of the MLCCS areas that have been
classified.

2.10. NPDES Phase II
The City of Mahtomedi is required to have a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)
permit through the MPCA’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II
Program. MS4s designated by rule are urban areas with populations over 10,000 or urban areas
with populations greater than 5,000 with the potential to discharge to valuable or polluted waters.
Permits for construction sites greater than one acre will also be required as part of Phase II.
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As an MS4, the City will be required to implement the following six minimum control measures:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Public Education and Outreach
Public Participation/Involvement
Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control
Post-Construction Stormwater Management
Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations

For more information on the MS4 Permit requirements refer to www.pca.state.mn.us. Refer to
Appendix B for a copy of the City’s MS4 SWPPP (Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan).

2.11. Water Resource Problem Areas
Water resource problem areas were identified through information obtained from City Staff,
residents, and other agencies. Each problem was analyzed and potential solutions to address the
problems were developed as detailed in Section IV. Refer to Figure 7 for the location of sitespecific problem areas. The following is a list of some of the water resource problem areas within
the City:






Sediment accumulation at various locations
Backyard drainage issues at various locations
Vegetation management on North and South Long Lake
Diminished water quality and water level fluctuations in White Bear Lake
Diminished water quality in Echo Lake

2.12. Flood Insurance Studies
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) completed the map modernization
process for its Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) to identify
flood risk within Washington County in 2010. These Washington County floodplain maps predate current Atlas 14 precipitation data referenced in Section 2 of this Plan. A copy of the
updated FIS and FIRMs can be obtained online through the FEMA Map Service Center at
https://msc.fema.gov. Figure 8 shows the FEMA floodplain map within the City. The watershed
agencies within the City have delineated their own 100-year Atlas 14 floodplains and/or
watershed regulatory flood levels.
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3. AGENCY COOPERATION
There are a number of local, state, and federal agencies that have rules and regulations related to local water
management. The City recognizes the roles of these other agencies and will cooperate, coordinate, and when
possible partner with these agencies.
This Plan is in conformance with but does not restate all other agency rules that are applicable to water
resource management. The following agencies deal with or regulate water resources throughout the City:
●

Minnesota Department of Health www.health.state.mn.us

●

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency www.pca.state.mn.us

●

Board of Water and Soil Resources www.bwsr.state.mn.us and the Wetland
Conservation Act www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wca/index.html

●

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources www.dnr.state.mn.us

●

US Army Corps of Engineers www.mvp.usace.army.mil/

●

Minnesota Department of Agriculture www.mda.state.mn.us

●

US Fish and Wildlife Service www.fws.gov

●

Washington County http://www.co.washington.mn.us/

●

Washington Conservation District http://www.mnwcd.org/

●

Rice Creek Watershed District www.ricecreek.org

●

Valley Branch Watershed District http://vbwd.org/

●

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board www.eqb.state.mn.us

●

Metropolitan Council www.metrocouncil.org

While these other agencies’ rules, policies, and guidelines are not all restated in this Plan, they are
applicable to projects, programs, and planning within the City. The MPCA Minnesota Stormwater Manual,
which is a document intended to be frequently updated, is also incorporated by reference into this Plan and
can be found at www.pca.state.mn.us/water/stormwater/stormwater-manual.html.
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4. ASSESSMENT OF PROBLEMS AND ISSUES
Outlined below is an assessment of existing and potential local water resource-related problems that are
known as of 2018. These problems have been identified based on an analysis of the land and water
resource data collected during the preparation of this plan and through information provided by the City,
its residents, and the watershed organizations. A description of any existing or potential problem within
the City has been listed and potential future corrective actions have been incorporated into an
implementation plan. Refer to Figure 7 in Appendix A for the location of many of the problem areas
discussed below.
4.1. Water Quality Problems
Problem 4.1.A The City discharges to the following impaired waters as listed by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA):








White Bear Lake (ID – 82-0167-00) is listed as impaired for mercury in fish
tissue
Echo Lake (ID – 82-0135-00) is listed as impaired due to excessive nutrients
Lake Elmo (ID – 82-0106-00) is listed as impaired for mercury in fish tissue.
Lake St. Croix (ID – 82-0001-00) is listed as impaired due to excessive nutrients.
Lost Lake (ID – 82-0134-01/02) is listed as impaired for mercury in fish tissue.
Rice Creek (ID 070010206-584) is listed as impaired for aquatic
macroinvertebrate and fishes bioassessments and E. coli.
Peltier Lake (ID- 02-0004-00) is listed as impaired for excessive nutrients and
mercury in fish tissue.

In addition, the City is located upstream of Lake Pepin and will need to comply with this TMDL
once complete. Lake Pepin is listed as impaired due to excess nutrients.
Corrective Action 4.1.A The MPCA completed a statewide mercury TMDL in 2007. As
stormwater point sources account for less than 1% of the mercury (majority is atmospheric), the
City contributes an insignificant amount to this TMDL.
The City has been given a categorical waste load allocation (WLA) for Lake St. Croix excessive
nutrient impairment Total Maximum Daily Load study (TMDL) requiring a 34 percent reduction
in phosphorus loading from the base year (1992) for the portion of the City that is in the VBWD.
The City will outline improvements constructed since 1992 that will be used to demonstrate
compliance and where necessary construct improvements aimed at improving water quality
discharged toward Lake St. Croix. In addition, the City will work with neighboring communities
and the VBWD to meet its waste load allocation for Echo Lake once the TMDL has been
completed.
The Upper Mississippi River TMDL addresses reducing E. coli loading for different stream
reaches in the metro area, including Rice Creek. The City continues to educate its residents on
the importance of cleaning up after their pets to reduce pollutants entering the stormwater system.
BMPs that are constructed will continue to provide some removal of E. coli prior to stormwater
discharge into receiving water bodies. The City continues to administer a goose management
plan for its water bodies.
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The Peltier Lake and Centerville Lake TMDL was approved in July 2013. This TMDL identifies
a categorical wasteload allocation for Peltier Lake and Centerville Lake. The City of Mahtomedi
is listed under the Peltier Lake wasteload allocation as an MS4 entity responsible for reducing TP
loading. The wasteload allocation is 6.75 lbs/day with a reduction of 46%. The City will continue
to install water quality structures and stormwater BMPs during street reconstruction projects, as
feasible. Partnership opportunities with RCWD will be sought after for the construction of
regional BMPs to assist in meeting the TMDL goal.
The City is interested in improving water quality in White Bear Lake, Lost Lake, Echo Lake, and
other water bodies within the City, so it is committed to stormwater management and
implementing appropriate improvements. The City will work with the MPCA, RCWD, VBWD,
and neighboring communities to address any future impairments and TMDLs as necessary. The
City will work with VBWD to address water quality enhancing activities for Echo Lake, Weber
Pond, and Long Lake listed in the VBWD Watershed Management Plan.
Problem 4.1.B Poor water quality in Lost Lake.
Corrective Action 4.1.B The City will complete a feasibility study to evaluate the stormwater
issues in the Lost Lake subwatershed and identify improvement options to improve stormwater
management and ultimately water quality in Lost Lake.
Problem 4.1.C Sediment accumulation and water quality in Katherine Abbott Park Pond (north
basin of Long Lake).
Corrective Action 4.1.C The City will complete a pond maintenance project to remove
accumulated sediment. In addition, the City will investigate completing pond improvements in
conjunction with maintenance efforts to improvement water quality, aesthetics, and treatment
provided by the Katherine Abbott Park Pond. The City will look into a possible partnership with
Valley Branch Watershed District to help fund this improvement project.
Problem 4.1.D . There is a need to protect and improve the water quality of White Bear Lake.
Corrective Action 4.1.D Three improvement options were proposed in the Historic District
Study, May 2012 to address water quality in White Bear Lake. These improvements include:
1. Construct an active infiltration/irrigation BMP in Wildwood Park.
2. Enhance the treatment efficiency of the pond/wetland located northeast of Lost Lake
using flocculation or iron enhancement techniques coupled with off peak pumping and
treatment.
3. In areas where street improvements are proposed, install 6-12 water quality manholes
within the road right-of-way at the downstream end of the storm sewer system prior to
outlet into White Bear Lake.
Feasibility studies will need to be completed for improvements 1 and 2. Improvement 3 is being
incorporated into street improvement projects as necessary.
The Washington Conservation District (WCD) completed the Southeast White Bear Lake
Subwatershed Assessment (SE WBL SWA) in 2017. In addition to the improvements listed in the
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Historic District Study, stormwater BMPs were recommended within White Bear Lake, Lake
Washington, and Lost Lake catchments. Specific locations and recommendations for
improvement are listed in Table 6.1 of this Plan. Any additional information regarding
recommendations within each catchment can be found in the SE WBL SWA. The
recommendations include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Increase the coverage and frequency of street sweeping.
Implement StormTech Infiltration, Grit Chambers, and SAFL Baffle retrofits.
Construct curb-cut raingardens, infiltration basins, and filtration basins.
Increase shoreline buffers, bioswales, and filterstrips.
Utilize iron-enhanced sand filters (IESFs).

4.2. Flooding and Stormwater Rate Control Concerns
Problem 4.2.A The City has identified several localized drainage problems. The following are
the drainage areas the City is aware of:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Side yard drainage issues – Wildridge Court
Griffin Avenue, between Juniper and Hanson
Intersection of Hallam and Briarwood
Rear yards along Bichner Lane
Rear yards between Edith and Florence
High-water problems and drainage issues along Bevins Lane (City to continue to
maintain driveway culverts)
7. Drainage issues along Warner Road.
Corrective Action 4.2.A The City will continue to monitor these problem areas and determine
which locations require improvements. Improvements will likely be completed in conjunction
with street reconstruction projects in the area. If immediate action is determined to be needed, the
City will complete a study and construction plans to address the issue.
Problem 4.2.B Lack of outlet from landlocked basins 356W and 357W (as seen in Figure 5) and
others throughout the City.
Corrective Action 4.2.B The City will develop a water level management plan to address
landlocked basins. Pumping and outlet construction will be investigated as part of this
management plan. The City will work with RCWD to ensure compliance with RCWD Rule
C(5)(e) when creating outlets for landlocked basins.
Problem 4.2.C Long Lake’s water level fluctuates significantly.
Corrective Action 4.2.C The City will continue its ongoing maintenance of the culverts under
Long Lake Road to help ensure that flow is unobstructed and the storage in the wetland north of
Long Lake Road is available during rainfall events.
Problem 4.2.D High water levels have been reported in the past within the Echo Lake Addition
Subdivision. The City constructed the current Echo Lake outlet in 1999 and constructed a lower
emergency overflow from the pond in 2000 as a result of flooding issues. In 2002, extremely wet
weather caused water levels to remain high for an extended period of time.
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Corrective Action 4.2.D The City completes on-going maintenance on this outlet. In addition, in
2009 VBWD performed maintenance of the Echo Lake Addition Subdivision ponds. Since this
pond maintenance occurred high water levels have not been reported. The City will continue to
monitor water levels in the area and formalize a plan if it continues to be a problem.
Problem 4.2.E The City has a remaining volume control debit of -7,130 cubic feet that was
previously incurred through the RCWD regulatory program.
Corrective Action 4.2.E The City will consider potential projects to address this debit as part of
future street reconstruction and redeveloping areas, where feasible and cost effective. The City
will coordinate with RCWD as potential sites become available for appropriate stormwater
BMPs.
4.3. Impacts of Stormwater Quality on Fish and Wildlife Resources
Problem 4.3.A There is a need for vegetation management on North Long Lake as well as
continued vegetation management on South Long Lake.
Corrective Action 4.3.A Friends of Long Lake, with technical assistance from the Valley Branch
Watershed District and funding assistance from the VBWD and the City performed vegetation
management on South Long Lake in 2011. There is a need for vegetation management on North
Long Lake, which includes curlyleaf pondweed and milfoil. Specific vegetation management needs
can be found in VBWD’s Watershed Management Plan. The City is interested in working with
Valley Branch Watershed District and Rice Creek Watershed District to develop a vegetation
management plan for select water bodies throughout the City.
4.4. Adequacy of Existing Regulations and Programs to Address Adverse Impacts on Local Water
Resources
Problem 4.4.A Water level fluctuations on White Bear Lake.
Corrective Action 4.4.A Lake levels in White Bear Lake were historically low in 2013, but water
levels began to rise in 2017 above the protective elevation of 922. The City will continue to
investigate water conservation and sustainability over the life of this Plan to support investigations
regarding the water levels in White Bear Lake.
Problem 4.4.B The City has adopted a floodplain ordinance, illicit discharge ordinance,
stormwater ordinance, wetland buffer ordinance, erosion control ordinance and shoreland
ordinance. These ordinances can be found in Section 2.6.
Corrective Action 4.4.B The City is aware its floodplain ordinance needs to be updated to be
consistent with the VBWD and RCWD requirements. The City will update this ordinance as part of
the implementation plan. The City will continue to enforce and update all ordinances as necessary.
Problem 4.4.C The adequacy of existing capital improvement programs to correct problems.
Corrective Action 4.4.C The implementation program located in Section 6 of this plan presents
the projects and other implementation tasks that are considered to actively manage local water
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resource issues in the City. The City will incorporate into its annually updated CIP these
stormwater projects/tasks and any future projects/tasks. The City's CIP, combined with the
RCWD and VBWD implementation programs, should be sufficient to address stormwater issues
in the City of Mahtomedi.
4.5. Impacts of Erosion and Sedimentation on Local Water Resources
Problem 4.5.A Ongoing sedimentation at outfall north of Mahtomedi Beach.
Corrective Action 4.5.A The City will provide maintenance on this area to ensure the outfall
continues to function as intended. In addition, the City will investigate source of sediment and
possible sump locations to help localize maintenance efforts.
Problem 4.5.B Erosion and sedimentation of drainage channel parallel to Tamarack Street
(serves as outfall from Hamline Lake).
Corrective Action 4.5.B The City will complete a channel stabilization project to address erosion
and downstream sedimentation concerns. The City recently (2013) completed outlet improvements
to the outlet from Hamline Lake. The City will look into a possible partnership with Rice Creek
Watershed District to help fund this project.
4.6. Impact of Land Use Practices and Development on Local Water Resource Issues
Problem 4.6.A The City of Mahtomedi is near full development and contains highly sloping
topography with the presence of many different soil classifications. These conditions can make
it difficult for the City to implement stormwater management BMPs to efficiently meet
watershed requirements on a site by site basis.
Corrective Action 4.6.A The City will investigate opportunities to implement water quality and
volume reduction BMPs during future reconstruction projects. In areas where project specific
BMPs will be unfeasible, the City will look into completing regional water quality improvement
projects to help meet future stormwater management requirements. Specific identified projects
will be added to Table 6.1.
Problem 4.6.B The majority of the City is served by a sanitary sewer collection system that
conveys sanitary sewage to a treatment plant. However, there are areas which contain subsurface
sewage treatment systems (SSTS) in operation within the City.
Corrective Action 4.6.B The City will continue to work with the County to ensure that the SSTS
remains in compliance and encourage connection to City sewer when feasible.
4.7. Education Program
Problem 4.7.A The City of Mahtomedi recognizes the need for local water education programs
to increase public awareness of local water management and improve the quality of stormwater
runoff.
Corrective Action 4.7.A The City of Mahtomedi will continue to provide educational content and
opportunities to residents, businesses, developers, and others. These efforts may include regular
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notices in the City's monthly newsletter, articles in the local paper, postings on the City website,
and flyers in the utility bill. The City may work with Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD) and
Valley Branch Watershed District (VBWD) to improve the efficiency of educational efforts and
reduce duplication. Educational topics may include but are not limited to:








Wetland buffers
Yard/Pet waste management
Illicit discharge to stormwater
Utility Easements
Stormwater Pond Function
Controlling invasive species
Sustainable groundwater and recharge

4.8. Identification of Potential Problems Which are Anticipated in the Next 20 Years.
Problem 4.8.A Inspecting and maintaining existing stormwater infrastructure throughout the
City.
Corrective Action 4.8.A The City of Mahtomedi is responsible for maintenance of its stormwater
system in conformance with the MCPA’s MS4 Program. This includes maintenance of pipes,
constructed ponds, lakes, wetlands, ditches, swales, and other drainageways. Proper maintenance
will ensure that the stormwater system continues to provide the necessary flood control and water
quality treatment. Refer to Appendix B for a copy of the City SWPPP. Other units of
government are responsible for maintaining the stormwater systems under their control. For
example:







MnDOT is responsible for maintaining the ditch along Trunk Highway 244
Washington County is responsible for maintaining storm sewer catch basins and
leads in the county roads; however the City is responsible for maintaining the
trunk storm sewer lines.
Owners of private stormwater facilities are responsible for maintaining their
facilities in proper condition, consistent with the original performance design
standards. Responsibilities include removal and proper disposal of all settled
materials from ponds, sumps, grit chambers, and other devices, including settled
solids. The City/RCWD/VBWD may inspect private stormwater facilities and
notify the owners of needed cleaning and repairs.
RCWD is the responsible maintenance party of the Hall’s Marsh outlet to White
Bear Lake.
VBWD is responsible for inspecting and maintaining the Webber Pond outlet.

Problem 4.8.B Prioritizing inspection and maintenance of stormwater ponds as well as
determining the performance of existing stormwater ponds throughout the City.
Corrective Action 4.8.B The City of Mahtomedi currently has a pond program that identifies pond
maintenance activities. This program will need to be updated to result in an updated prioritization
of pond inspection and maintenance activities. In addition, the program will estimate the current
treatment provided by each pond to determine if the desired amount of treatment is being achieved.
This program will help meet the new MS4 permit requirements related to the management of
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stormwater ponds.
Problem 4.8.C Accumulation of debris and material on City streets.
Corrective Action 4.8.C As of 2009, the City uses pre-wetting with a brine solution which results
in less material accumulation and uses sand only in emergencies to improve traction. The City will
continue to sweep debris and salt from City streets in the spring and fall. The entire City takes
approximately 4 weeks to sweep. More information regarding street sweeping activities can be
found in the SWPPP which is located in Appendix B.
4.9.

Availability and Adequacy of Existing Technical Information to Manage Local Water Resources.
Problem 4.9.A Atlas 14 (updated precipitation probability information) was recently released by
NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration).
Corrective Action 4.9.A Previously developed areas within the City (designed to meet TP-40
hydrologic demands) will continue to operate under this design criteria. New development,
redevelopment, and areas where problems may exist will be evaluated (as needed) by completing a
risk assessment using Atlas 14. The City will update its policies, codes, ordinances, and other
appropriate documents accordingly.
Problem 4.9.B The City has not yet completed City-wide wetland functional assessments.
Corrective Action 4.9.B Until this City-wide study is complete, the City will continue to require a
MnRAM assessment on a site-by-site basis for development or construction activity that is
impacting wetlands. VBWD completed a watershed-wide wetland classification in 2009. The City
will obtain this information from VBWD to avoid duplication of efforts.
Problem 4.9.C The City has mapped a majority of its storm sewer system. As new and
redevelopment projects are completed, the storm sewer GIS database needs to continually be
updated.
Corrective Action 4.9.C The City will annually update its storm sewer GIS database to
incorporate recent projects and associated storm sewer improvements.
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5. GOALS AND POLICIES
5.1. General
The goals in Mahtomedi's Local Water Management Plan are consistent with the goals of the
Rice Creek Watershed District and Valley Branch Watershed District, while addressing the more
specific and changing needs of the City. The goals of this plan were established in accordance
with the guidelines contained in Minnesota Statutes 103B and Minnesota Rules 8410.
The policies of Rice Creek Watershed District and Valley Branch Watershed District have been
adopted by reference for the areas within each district. Refer to Figure 13 for the approximate
watershed organizational boundary within the City. The City of Mahtomedi recognizes that
RCWD and VBWD will continue to have permitting authority for areas within each district. The
most recent RCWD Rules can be found at www.ricecreek.org. The most recent Valley Branch
Watershed District Rules can be found at www.vbwd.org. Additional goals and policies of the
City are contained throughout this section.
A general priority of the City is to cooperate, collaborate, and partner with other entities, such as
RCWD, VBWD, and the MPCA as much as possible as the City implements this plan.
Cooperation, collaboration, and partnering results in projects that are less likely to conflict with
the goals of the affected entities, are better able to meet long-term goals, and are generally more
cost-effective.
In addition to the goals and policies contained in this section, the City will annually review and
update its Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to effectively manage its
stormwater system and be in conformance with the NPDES MS4 Program. The following are
components of the SWPPP. Refer to Appendix B for the most recent version of the City
SWPPP.
5.2. Water Quality
5.2.1.Goal
Work with RCWD and VBWD to maintain and/or enhance the water quality of Mahtomedi’s
lakes, wetlands, streams, and other water resources in the City.
5.2.2.Policies
1. Mahtomedi’s preferred means of protecting water quality is to infiltrate and reuse
stormwater runoff. Mahtomedi requires that stormwater infiltration and reuse
facilities include sufficient water quality pretreatment (to NPDES standards) to
preserve the function of these facilities. Wellhead protection areas should also be
reviewed when considering infiltration (see 5.6.2.1).
2. Refer to RCWD Rules (www.ricecreek.org) and VBWD Rules (www.vbwd.org)
for Water Quality Policies within the City. Address intercommunity water
quality issues through cooperation and collaboration with the adjoining City and
with the watershed district.
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3. Utilize, where feasible, regional stormwater detention facilities where possible to
enhance water quality by removing sediment and nutrients from runoff.
5.3. Runoff Management and Flood Control
5.3.1.Goal
Protect, preserve, and expand (where possible) the stormwater storage and detention
systems to control excessive runoff volumes and rates, prevent flooding, protect public
health and safety, and minimize public capital expenditures.
5.3.2.Policies
1. The lowest floor including basement shall be placed at least two (2) foot
above the 100-year flood level or, if such flood level has not been
established, the lowest floor including basement shall be placed three (3)
feet above the ordinary high water level; (note: most lakes in Mahtomedi
have established 100-year flood levels). The low opening shall be placed at
least one (1) foot above the emergency overflow. Note that this is
inconsistent with the VBWD and RCWD rules, which require that a 100year flood level be established and that the minimum floor elevation be at
least 2 feet higher.
2. Mahtomedi’s preferred flood control strategy is to reduce the volume of its
runoff through regional stormwater facilities and reuse or infiltration
projects.
3.

Mahtomedi will develop Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plans for
required treatment as an alternative approach to meeting RCWD Rules C.6 and
C.7 for individual permits. These plans will be allowed in defined areas, and
only as deemed appropriate to meet the intent of providing regional planning
within Resource Areas of Concern. The RCWD is required to approve any
CSMP prior to City implementation.

Refer to RCWD Rules (www.ricecreek.org) and VBWD Rules (www.vbwd.org) for
additional Water Quantity Policies within the City.
5.4. Wetlands
5.4.1. Goal
Achieve no net loss of wetlands, including acreage, functions, and values. Where
practical, improve the functions, values, biological diversity, and acreage of existing
wetlands.
5.4.2. Policies
1. Cooperate with RCWD's and VBWD’s administration of their wetland alteration
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rules. RCWD is the Local Governing Unit (LGU) for wetlands within its
jurisdictional boundary and VBWD is the LGU responsible for administering
WCA for that area of the City within VBWD.
2. Runoff shall not be discharged directly into wetlands without presettlement of
the runoff.
3. A protective buffer strip of natural vegetation needs to comply with the City
Wetland Buffer Standards outlined in Ordinance Chapter 11, Section 11.07.
4. Wetlands must not be drained or filled, wholly or partially, unless replaced by
restoring or creating wetland areas of at least equal public value. Replacement
must be guided by the following principles in descending order of priority:
i.

Avoiding the direct or indirect impact of the activity that may destroy or
diminish the wetland;

ii.

Minimizing the impact by limiting the degree or magnitude of the
wetland activity and its implementation;

iii.

Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the
affected wetland environment;

iv.

Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and
maintenance operations during the life of the activity; and

v.

Compensating for the impact by replacing or providing substitute
wetland resources or environments. All replacement wetland shall be
located within the respective Watershed District, unless the Watershed
District finds the need for exception.

5. Refer to the Wetland Buffer Ordinance on the City’s website
(http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/) for additional requirements related to wetland
buffers. Mahtomedi may work to update the Wetland Buffer Ordinance for
consistency with the RCWD and VBWD Rules.
5.5. Erosion and Sediment Control
5.5.1.Goal
Protect the capacity of the City's stormwater management system, prevent flooding, and
maintain water quality by preventing erosion and sedimentation from occurring, and
correct existing erosion and sedimentation problems.
5.5.2.Policies
1.

The City of Mahtomedi is responsible for the review and enforcement of
erosion and sediment controls for activities that do not require a RCWD or
VBWD permit. A copy of these regulations can be found in ordinance Chapter
15, Section 15.08.8.F on the City’s website at http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/
or obtained at City Hall. A copy if also included in Appendix C of this Plan.
The City will consider revising this ordinance to cover sites less than once acre
in size.
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2.

Erosion control must meet the requirements outlined in the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency's NPDES General Permit to Discharge Stormwater from
Construction Sites. A copy of the most recent requirements can be found at
www.mpca.mn.us.

5.6. Groundwater
5.6.1.Goal
Protect the quality and quantity of groundwater resources.
5.6.2.Policies
1. Encourage groundwater recharge and cooperate with RCWD and VBWD efforts
to protect recharge areas from potential sources of contamination. Provide
increased green space, native vegetation, and pond "dead" storage wherever
possible and appropriate to allow for the infiltration of stormwater runoff and
promote groundwater recharge. The City Wellhead Protection Plan has been
completed and submitted to the Department of Health for approval (as of 2014).
This plan should be referenced when considering infiltration, to verify the
location of DWSMAs (Drinking Water Supply Management Areas) and other
sensitive areas. Refer to Figure 14 for the DWSMA Sensitivity Areas.
2. Maintain an updated record of all known on-site septic systems, and prohibit
installation of new individual sewer systems or alteration, repair or extension of
existing systems when connection can be made to the City's sanitary sewer. The
City will notify property owners with on-site septic systems that they are
required to connect to the City's sanitary sewer.
3. Provide groundwater protection as laid out in the Washington County
Groundwater Plan.
5.7. Recreation, Habitat and Shoreland Management
5.7.1.Goal
Protect and enhance fish and wildlife habitat and recreation opportunities.
5.7.2.Policies
1. Cooperate with RCWD and other units of government to complete habitat and
recreation corridor connections (greenways).
2. Maintain, enhance, or provide new habitat as part of wetland modification,
stormwater facility construction, or other appropriate projects.
3. Encourage alternative landscape designs that a) increase beneficial habitat,
wildlife and recreational uses; promote infiltration and vegetative water use; and
that b) decrease detrimental wildlife uses (such as beaver dams, goose
overabundance), which damage water control facilities, shoreline vegetation,
water quality or recreational facilities.
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4. Continue to manage key conservation areas within the City. Refer to the zoning
map from the comprehensive plan for a reference of these areas (included in
Appendix D).
5.8. Education and Public Involvement
5.8.1.Goal
Increase public awareness, understanding and involvement in water and natural resource
management issues.
5.8.2.Policies
1. Develop and distribute educational materials to the general public and targeted
groups in accordance with the City SWPPP. Specific topics could include water
resources, groundwater, wetlands, native vegetation, buffers, wildlife habitat,
litter control, pet wastes, recycling, trash disposal, leaf collection, grass
clippings, lawn chemicals, and hazardous materials. Information may be
distributed via the City's newsletter, City website, local newspapers, cable
television or other appropriate methods.
2. Coordinate education efforts with RCWD where appropriate.
5.9. Financing
5.9.1. Goal
Minimize and fairly distribute public expenditures for plan implementation, with
emphasis on using the City's stormwater utility to finance projects and
collaborating/partnering with other entities.
5.9.2.Policies
1. Use the City's Stormwater Utility Fund to pay for as many stormwater
management projects and implementation activities as possible.
2. Use other funding sources to pay for the implementation activities, land sale
proceeds, State Aid funds, grants, etc., when available and appropriate. The City
will seek external funding sources to assist with project implementation such as
from RCWD, BWSR, MPCA, Metropolitan Council, etc.
3. The City will use either its general tax fund or the Stormwater Utility Fund to
pay for the public education and information programs.
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6. IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM
6.1. Implementation Program Components
Table 6.1 contains a comprehensive list of the MS4 activities and projects, programs, and studies
that make up the City of Mahtomedi implementation program for the next 10 years (2018 through
2027). The City developed this program by evaluating the requirements in the MS4 permit (see
MS4 SWPPP Application for Reauthorization in Appendix B), reviewing existing information
(Section 2), identifying potential and existing problems (Section 4), developing goals and policies
(Section 5), and then assessing the need for programs, studies or projects. The City estimated total
costs, identified possible funding sources, and developed an approximate schedule to complete the
implementation activities. It is anticipated these tables will be updated/revised on a yearly basis.
6.2. Implementation Priorities
The implementation components listed in Table 6.1 were prioritized to make the best use of
available local funding, meet MS4 Permit requirements, address existing water management
problems, and prevent future water management problems from occurring. Table 6.1 identifies
which activities are MS4 Permit Requirements, MS4 Permit Requirements – within 12 months,
Annual Requirements, or Capital Projects/Programs/Studies. The City's implementation plan
reflects its responsibility to protect the public health, safety and general welfare of its citizens by
addressing problems and issues that are specific to the City of Mahtomedi. Additional stormwaterrelated projects to be implemented by the City can be found in Figure 13-1 of the Comprehensive
Plan.
6.3. Financial Considerations
The City will use funds generated from its Stormwater Utility as the primary funding mechanism
for its implementation program including; maintenance, repairs, capital projects, studies, etc. If
funds from this utility fee do not cover necessary costs, the City will consider adjusting the
Stormwater Utility Fee as well as using general funds to cover the costs associated with the
implementation program. The City will continue to review the stormwater utility fee annually and
adjust based on the stormwater related needs of the City and other available funding mechanisms.
Although not proposed at this time, the City may consider using plan implementation taxes (MN
Statutes 103B.241) in the future if general funds or stormwater utility funds are not sufficient to
fund the projects. The City will also take advantage of grant or loan programs to offset project
costs where appropriate and cost-effective.
6.4. Plan Revision and Amendments
The City may need to revise this Plan to keep it current. Any amendments that are made to the plan
must be submitted to the Metropolitan Council, VBWD, and RCWD for review and approval
before adoption by the City. The City may amend this plan at any time in response to a petition by
a resident or business. Written petitions for plan amendments must be submitted to the City
Administrator. The petition must state the reason for the requested amendment, and provide
supporting information for the City to consider the request. The City may reject the petition, delay
action on the petition until the next full plan revision, or accept the petition as an urgent issue that
requires immediate amendment of the plan. The City of Mahtomedi may also revise/amend the plan
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in response to City-identified needs. This Plan is intended to be in effect for 10 years. The Plan will
be revised/updated at that time, to the extent necessary.
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TABLE 6.1

2

3

Annual SWPPP Assessment & Annual Reporting City
staff will conduct an annual SWPPP assessment in
preparation of each annual report. Proposed SWPPP
modifications are subject to Part II.G of the MS4 permit.
The final annual report will be posted on the Water
Resources webpage. City staff will submit the annual
report to the MPCA prior to June 30th for the previous
calendar year.
Annual Public Meeting/Event Present the draft MS4
annual report to one public event per year to solicit
public input regarding the adequacy of the City's
SWPPP. Public input received (oral and written) will be
recorded in a record of decision and evaluated by the
City's MS4 General Contact. City responses (if relevant)
will be made in writing to each commenter. Hold one
event per calendar year of the MS4 permit cycle.
Online Availability of the Stormwater Pollution Prevent
Plan (SWPPP) Program Document - The City will make

4

the SWPPP and annual report available on the Water
Resources webpage within 12 months from the date the MS4
permit coverage is extended to the City.
IDDE Inspections - The City will continue to annually conduct
IDDE inspections concurrently with stormsewer outfall, and
ponds inspections per the IDDE inspection program.

5

6

7

✓

✓

✓

Proposed Cost By Year1,2
10 Year
Cost
Estimate1

$30,000

Possible
Funding Sources 3

Local Water
Management Fund

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

Comments
See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B), 4.7.A

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

$20,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

$10,000

$5,000

Local Water
Management Fund

Local Water
Management Fund

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)
$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

Employee Training - Continue to host a minimum of one
staff training event per year to discuss illicit discharge
recognition and reporting. City staff will develop an
annual training schedule, record the employee names,
topics covered, and date of each event, annually
through the end of the MS4 permit cycle

✓

Sanitary Sewer/Stormsewer Televise - The City will
continue to inspect 25 percent of all stormwater
structures annually.

✓

City of Mahtomedi
WSB Project No. 2859-38

Projects,
Programs, &
Studies

Annual
Requirement

1

Project Description
Education Activity Implementation Plan - Complete
outline of education activity implementation program
and implementation schedule for the upcoming permit
year by June 30th. Include procedures to meet
requirements for the following stormwater educational
programs:
-Printed Brochures at City Hall
-Green Talk Newsletter (quarterly)
-Environmental Webpage
-Support Wash County CD, RCWD, and VBWD
education and public engagement programs (see
SWPPP)
-Other

Initial 12 Month
Requirement

No.

MS4 Permit
Requirement

LOCAL WATER MANAGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

✓

✓

$30,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

$5,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

✓

$50,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

TABLE 6.1

8

✓

✓

Projects,
Programs, &
Studies

Annual
Requirement

Project Description
IDDE Priority Inspection Map - Develop IDDE inspection
map in 2018. Utilize map for inspections within 12
months from the date MS4 permit coverage is extended.

Initial 12 Month
Requirement

No.

MS4 Permit
Requirement

SECTION VI

Proposed Cost By Year1,2
10 Year
Cost
Estimate1

$2,000

Possible
Funding Sources 3
Local Water
Management Fund

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)
$2,000

Public Works & Environmental Webpage updates - The

9

10

11

12

13

City will update the Environmental webpage of the City
Website to include city contact information for construction site
non-compliance. The update will also include construction site
erosion and sediment control related public education
information. This update will occur within 12 months from the
date MS4 permit coverage is extended.

City Erosion Control Permit - Continue to implement as
defined by City Code Chapter 15.08 Storm Water
Management throughout the MS4 Permit cycle.

Employee Training - Building or Engineering
Department staff (a minimum of one staff member) will
maintain valid certification in NPDES Construction
Stormwater Permit related training per NPDES-CSW
training requirements.
Develop Priority Site Inspection Procedures - Develop
internal procedures for identifying priority sites for
inspections in 2019.
City Stormwater Management Permits - The City will
continue to review land disturbance activities and
collaborate with the Rice Creek Watershed District and
the Valley Branch Watershed District who review and
issue stormwater permits within the applicable
watershed boundary through the end of the MS4 permit
cycle.

14

Street Sweeping - The City will continue to conduct
street sweeping operations of all public streets a
minimum of twice annually (record the sweeping route
and date per occurrence). Review and revise (as
needed) street sweeping operations (including schedule,
equipment, and disposal), stormwater quality priority
areas, and routes annually through the end of the MS4
permit cycle

15

Structural Stormwater BMP Inspections - Continue to
inspect 100% of all Structural Pollution Control Device's
(SPCD) each year of the MS4 permit cycle

City of Mahtomedi
WSB Project No. 2859-38

Comments

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

$2,500

Local Water
Management Fund

$75,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
Developer's
Agreement

$1,500

$3,500

Local Water
Management Fund

$250

$250

$250

$250

$250

$250

$250

$250

$250

$250

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)
$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)
$300

Local Water
Management Fund

$300

$300

$300

$300

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

$3,500

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

$75,000

Developer's
Agreement

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

$7,500

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B), 4.8.C

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

$450,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$25,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

$45,000

$2,500

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

TABLE 6.1

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Employee Training - Continue to host a minimum of one
staff training event per year to discuss stormwater
related topics. City staff will develop an annual training
schedule, record the employee names, topics covered,
and date of each event, annually through the end of the
MS4 permit cycle
Anti-Icing Program - The Public Works department has
reduced the City-wide road salt application by half, and
eliminated all sand use. The City will continue to
annually evaluate and implement this program
throughout the MS4 permit cycle.
Pond Sediment Excavation and Removal Projects - The
City will develop a reporting component for pond
sediment removal projects within 12 months from the
date MS4 permit coverage is extended to the City.
Reporting will consists of documenting the date, pond
ID, project limits/construction plans, volume of sediment
removed, test results (if any), and disposal location.
Stockpiles, Storage and Material Handling Area
Inspections - Conduct quarterly written inspections of all
stockpile, storage and material handling areas (per the
2014 facility inventory), through the end of the MS4
permit cycle
Update Public Works MS4 Program - Update existing
BMPs to coincide with new/revised MS4 permit
requirements.
Stormwater Improvement Projects - Includes storm
sewer and stormwater improvements constructed in
conjunction with City Reconstruction Projects, Historic
District Improvements, and other
roadway/redevelopment projects.

City of Mahtomedi
WSB Project No. 2859-38

Projects,
Programs, &
Studies

Annual
Requirement

Project Description
Inspect MS4 Outfalls and Ponds - Continue to inspect
20% of all MS4 outfalls each year, until 100% of all MS4
Outfalls and Ponds have been inspected within the MS4
permit cycle
Review Inspection Reports - Annually, review all pond,
outfall, and SPCD inspection records to determine if
maintenance, repair, or replacement is needed. Include
a description of the findings and any maintenance,
repair, or replacement as a result of the inspection
findings. Evaluate each SPCD's inspection frequency
and adjust as needed per MS4 Permit Part III.D.6.e(1.).
Evaluate and update inspection records annually
through the end of the MS4 permit cycle

Initial 12 Month
Requirement

No.

MS4 Permit
Requirement

SECTION VI

✓

Proposed Cost By Year1,2
10 Year
Cost
Estimate1
$150,000

Possible
Funding Sources 3
Local Water
Management Fund

2018
$15,000

2019
$15,000

2020
$15,000

2021
$15,000

2022
$15,000

2023
$15,000

2024
$15,000

2025
$15,000

2026
$15,000

2027
$15,000

Comments
See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

✓

$20,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

✓

✓

$10,000

✓

$5,000

Local Water
Management Fund

Local Water
Management Fund

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)
$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

$7,500

Local Water
Management Fund

$7,500

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)

✓

✓

✓

$10,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

✓

✓

✓

$10,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

✓

$2,500,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
Special
Assessments,
Grant Funding

See SWPPP Application for
Reauthorization (Appendix B)
See Historic District Study and City's
Capital Improvement Plan for more
information.

$250,000

$250,000

$250,000

$250,000

$250,000

$250,000

$250,000

$250,000

$250,000

$250,000

TABLE 6.1

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

Feasibility Study - Evaluate an active infiltration/irrigation
BMP in Wildwood Park.

Feasibility Study - Where possible install water quality
manholes in ROW at downstream end prior to outlet into
White Bear Lake.
Feasibility Study - Evaluate localized drainage issues in
Wildridge Court, Griffin Avenue between Juniper and
Hanson, the Intersection of Hallam and Briarwood, rear
yards along Bichner Lane, and the rear yards between
Edith and Florence to assess possible improvement
options. Also included in this study would be drainage
issues in Bevins Lane and Warner Road.
Water Level Management Plan - Plan to address
landlocked basins throughout the City. Pumping and
outlet construction will be investigated as part of this
management plan. Includes landlocked basins 356W
and 357W.
Vegetation Management on South Long Lake - Work
with VBWD to develop a vegetation management plan
for select water bodies throughout the City.
Mahtomedi Beach Outfall Sedimentation - The City will
provide maintenance on this area to ensure the outfall
continues to function as intended. In addition, the City
will investigate source of sediment and possible sump
locations to help localize maintenance efforts.
Maintenance of Tamarack Street Drainage Channel The city will complete a channel stabilization project to
address erosion and downstream sedimentation
concerns.

Update Pond Maintenance Inspection Program - The
City will need to modify its current pond program to
allow for an updated prioritization of pond inspection and
maintenance activities. Also, the program will estimate
the current treatment provided by each basin to
determine if the desired amount of treatment is being
achieved.
City-wide MnRAM (Minnesota Routine Assessment
Method) - Assessment to determine the functions and
values of each wetland. Includes collecting GIS data
points for wetlands annually.
Update Floodplain Ordinance - The City will update its
floodplain ordinance to meet the requirements of the
VBWD ,RCWD and Washington County

City of Mahtomedi
WSB Project No. 2859-38

Projects,
Programs, &
Studies

Annual
Requirement

Project Description
Katherine Abbot Park Pond Maintenance - Project to
remove accumulated sediment. Additional investigation
to identify if pond improvements could be completed in
conjunction with maintenance efforts to improve water
quality, aesthetics, and treatment.
Feasibility Study - Evaluate enhanced treatment
efficiency of the pond/wetland located northeast of Lost
Lake using flocculation or iron enhancement techniques
coupled with off peak pumping and treatment.

Initial 12 Month
Requirement

No.

MS4 Permit
Requirement

SECTION VI

Proposed Cost By Year1,2
10 Year
Cost
Estimate1

Possible
Funding Sources 3

$20,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
VBWD, Grant
Funding

$12,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
Grant Funding

✓

$9,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
Grant Funding

✓

$23,000

Local Water
Management Fund

✓

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

Comments
4.1.C

$20,000

4.1.B

✓

$12,000

4.1.D
$9,000
4.1.D (For incorporation into street
projects where feasible)

$23,000

4.2.A

✓

$125,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$25,000

$25,000

$25,000

$25,000

$25,000

4.2.B

✓

$10,000

Local Water
Management Fund

✓

$5,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
VBWD

$10,000

4.3.A
$5,000
4.5.A

✓

$5,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$5,000

4.5.B

✓

$250,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grant
Funding

$50,000

$200,000

4.8.B

$24,600

Local Water
Management Fund

✓

$20,000

Local Water
Management Fund

✓

$2,000

Local Water
Management Fund

✓

$12,000

$1,400

$1,400

$1,400

$1,400

$1,400

$1,400

$1,400

$1,400

$1,400

4.9.B
$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000
4.4.B

$2,000

TABLE 6.1

36

37

38

39

40

Update Storm Sewer and BMP GIS Database - As
development occurs the City will incorporate all
associated storm sewer improvements into its GIS
Database along with newly constructed BMPs.
Lost Lake Outlet BMP - Channel outlet modification from
Lost Lake to White Bear Lake to add linear sand filter
perched on the stream bank side.
Feasibility Study for Lake Washington Outlet- This study
will look at one of the outlets to Lake Washington that
drains a wetland near the high school. The study will
include monitoring to determine if this wetland
contributes a significant amount of TP to the lake and
will identify feasible BMPs for treatment.
Lake Washington BMPs - Picadilly ravine outlet
stabilization and Hallam/Willernie stream outlet
modification.

Wildwood Park DNR Dock Area Rehab - Shoreline
stabilization to fix erosion issues and re-align drainage.
41

Annual
Requirement

Proposed Cost By Year1,2

Projects,
Programs, &
Studies

35

Project Description
Update Wetland Ordinance - The City will update its
wetland ordinance to meet the requirements of the
VBWD, RCWD, and current WCA regulations.
Annual Sump Cleaning - The City will complete yearly
maintenance to clean out sediment deposited in sumps.

Initial 12 Month
Requirement

No.

MS4 Permit
Requirement

SECTION VI

10 Year
Cost
Estimate1

✓

$2,000

✓

43

44

45

46

47

Warner-Juniper Storage Chamber - Construct an upper
chamber in the treatment train that flows to Locust Pond
to remove leaf debris and TSS to lessen stress on the
pond capacity.
Birch-Forest Outlet Bioinfiltration - Construct BMP in an
existing small depression where Forest Ave turns west
to Birch. This area gathers a significant portion of Forest
Ave drainage.
Bevins Lane and Echo Lake Culvert and Outlet
Maintenance - Maintain driveway culverts along Bevins
Lane and perform maintenance at the Echo Lake
Addition Subdivison ponds to control high-water
problems.
Update Wetland Buffer Ordinance - The City will update
its wetland buffer ordinance to meet the requirements of
the VBWD ,RCWD and Washington County

City of Mahtomedi
WSB Project No. 2859-38

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

Comments
4.4.B

$2,000

$4,000

$4,000

$4,000

$4,000

$4,000

$4,000

$4,000

$4,000

$4,000

$4,000
4.9.C

✓
✓

✓

✓

✓

$60,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$14,200

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

$50,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

$120,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

$35,048

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

$23,735

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

$115,505

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

$23,535

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

✓

$13,651

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

✓

TBD

Local Water
Management Fund

✓
Glendale Park BMP - Expand existing pond for
additional treatment and volume control.

2018

Local Water
Management Fund

$40,000

Wildwood Park Reuse System - Install reuse pumps
near or under the DNR dock to irrigate ballfield.
42

Possible
Funding Sources 3

✓
✓

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000
Project identified by Washington
Conservation District.

$9,000

$1,300

$1,300

$1,300

$1,300

Project identified by Washington
Conservation District (BMP 9).
$50,000

Project identified by Washington
Conservation District (BMP 12).
$120,000

Project identified by Washington
Conservation District (BMP 13).
$28,400

$1,108

$1,108

$1,108

$1,108

$1,108

$1,108

Project identified by Washington
Conservation District (BMP 46).
$22,925

$55,657

$7,481

$7,481

$7,481

$7,481

$7,481

$7,481

$405

$7,481

$405

$7,481

Project identified by Washington
Conservation District (BMP 16).

Project identified by Washington
Conservation District (BMP 19).
$22,597

$938

Project identified by Washington
Conservation District (BMP 26).
$11,707

$972

$972

4.5.B

✓

$2,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$2,000

TABLE 6.1

48

Projects,
Programs, &
Studies

Annual
Requirement

Project Description
Curb Cut Raingardens - Study potential locations for
curb cut raingardens at opportune catchbasins. This
could require homeowner participation and
maintenance.

Initial 12 Month
Requirement

No.

MS4 Permit
Requirement

SECTION VI

Proposed Cost By Year1,2
10 Year
Cost
Estimate1

50

52

Water Quality BMPs - The City will continue to
implement water quality BMPs to address the Lake St.
Croix and Echo Lake impairments in VBWD and the
Rice Creek and Peltier Lake in RCWD. The City will
look to partner with VBWD and RCWD to idenfity future
projects.
Long Lake Road Culvert Maintenance - Continue
ongoing maintenance of the culverts beneath Long Lake
Road.

53

Echo Lake Outlet Maintenance - Ongoing maintenance
to the outlet and continue to monitor water levels in the
area.

51

54

55

56

Inspection and Maintenance - Yearly inspection and
maintenance of existing stormwater infrastructure and
BMPs, including stormwater pond.
TOTAL

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

Comments
Project identified by Washington
Conservation District.

✓

$230,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

$230,000

✓

$380,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
Grant Funding

$380,000

$340,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
Grant Funding,
VBWD, RCWD

$30,000

4.1.A

✓

$80,000

$80,000

$90,000

$90,000

4.2.C

✓

✓

$50,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

4.2.D

✓

Future Reconstruction BMPs - The City will review
opportunities to implement water quality and volume
reduction BMPs during reconstruction or street projects.
Regional BMPs will be the first priority.
SSTS Compliance - The City will continue to work with
the County to ensure that SSTS remains in compliance
and will encourage connection to the City sewer when
feasible.

2019

$30,000

White Bear Lake Outlet Improvements - Phase 2

Storm Sewer Pond Maintenance Project - Complete a
pond cleanout project

2018

Local Water
Management Fund,
RCWD, Grand
Funding

✓

49

Possible
Funding Sources 3

✓

$50,000

Local Water
Management Fund

$80,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
Grant Funding,
VBWD, RCWD

$20,000

Local Water
Management Fund,
Grant Funding,
Washington County

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

4.6.A
$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

4.6.B

✓

✓

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

$2,000

4.8.A, 4.8.B

✓

✓

$150,000

$5,832,274

Local Water
Management Fund

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$417,050

$511,807

$1,098,431

$472,531

$520,539

$524,239

$861,839

$471,171

$515,813

$438,854

1

Cost estimates are preliminary and subject to review and revision as engineer's reports are completed and more information becomes available. Table reflects 2017 costs and do not account for inflation. Costs generally include labor, equipment, materials, and all other costs necessary to complete each activity. For City completed activities, staff time is included in the
cost. Some of the costs outlined above may be included in other operational costs budgeted by the City.
2
10 Year cost projections are based upon 2 MS4 Permit Cycles with year 1 program updates occurring again in 2019
3
Funding for stormwater program activities projected to come from following sources - Surface Water Management Fund, Developers Agreements, Grant Funds, General Operating Fund, or Special Assessments

City of Mahtomedi
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APPENDIX A
Figures

Local Water Management Plan
City of Mahtomedi
WSB Project No. 2859-380
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A - These soils have high infiltration rates even w hen thoroughly wetted.
These soils consist chiefly of deep, well drained to excessively drained
sands and gr avel. T hese soils have a high r ate of water transmission,
ther efor e r esulting in a low r unoff potential.
B - These soils have moderate infiltr ation rates. These soils consist of
deep moder ately well to well drained soils with moderately fine to
moderately coarse textures.
C - These soils have slow infiltration rates. These soils typically consist
of clayey gravel or clayey sand.
D - These soils have ver y slow infiltr ation rates. These soils are are
typically clay soils with high swelling potential at or near the surface
or shallow soils over nearly imper vious mater ial.

Dellwood

Ur ban - T hese soils have been greatly affected by development
and are frequently compacted, cut, and filled, resulting in variable
runoff rates and a poor environment for plant growth.
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1. Protecting water quality and water levels in White Bear Lake
2. Poor water quality and mercury in fish tissue in Lost Lake
3. Sediment accumulation and water quality concerns in Katherine Abbott Park Pond
4. Side yard drainage issues at Wildridge Court
5. Drainage issues on Griffin Avenue, between Juniper and Hanson
6. Drainage issues at the intersection of Hallam and Briarwood
7. Rear yard drainage issues along Bichner Lane
8. Rear yard drainage issues between Edith and Florence
9. Lack of outlets from basins 356W and 357W
10. Vegetation management on North and South Long Lake
11. Ongoing sedimentation at outfall north of Mahtomedi Beach
12. Erosion and sedimentation of drainage channel parallel to Tamarack Street
13. Warner Road drainage issue

Document Path: K:\02859-380\GIS\Maps \SWMP Maps\Figure8_Floodplain.mxd Date: 3/20/2017
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FIGURE 8: FEMA Floodplain Map

Sou rce: Washington Co unt y - FEMA (201 0), Ramsey C oun ty - F EMA (20 09)

1 inch = 1,600 feet
March 2017
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FIGURE 9: Water Quality Monitoring Stations
Sou rce: MPCA, 2 01 2

1 inch = 1,600 feet
March 2017
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FIGURE 10: Minnesota Land Cover
Classification System (MLCCS)
Sou rce: MN DNR, 2 008

1 inch = 1,600 feet
March 2017
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FIGURE 11: Pollutant Sources Map
Source: MPCA - "What's in my neighborhood", 2012
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FIGURE 12: Water Appropriations

Source: MN DNR, 2013
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FIGURE 13: Watershed Organization Boundaries
Source: RCWD, 2017
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APPENDIX B
MS4 SWPPP Application for Reauthorization

Local Water Management Plan
City of Mahtomedi
WSB Project No. 2859-380

APPENDIX B

MS4 SWPPP Application
for Reauthorization
for the NPDES/SDS General Small Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit MNR040000
reissued with an effective date of August 1, 2013
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program (SWPPP) Document
Doc Type: Permit Application

Instructions: This application is for authorization to discharge stormwater associated with Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems
(MS4s) under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System/State Disposal System (NPDES/SDS) Permit Program. No fee is
required with the submittal of this application. Please refer to “Example” for detailed instructions found on the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA) MS4 website at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/ms4.
Submittal: This MS4 SWPPP Application for Reauthorization form must be submitted electronically via e-mail to the MPCA at
ms4permitprogram.pca@state.mn.us from the person that is duly authorized to certify this form. All questions with an asterisk (*) are
required fields. All applications will be returned if required fields are not completed.
Questions: Contact Claudia Hochstein at 651-757-2881 or claudia.hochstein@state.mn.us, Dan Miller at 651-757-2246 or
daniel.miller@state.mn.us, or call toll-free at 800-657-3864.

General Contact Information (*Required fields)
MS4 Owner (with ownership or operational responsibility, or control of the MS4)
*MS4 permittee name:

City of Mahtomedi

*County:

Washington

(city, county, municipality, government agency or other entity)

*Mailing address:
*City:

600 Stillwater Road

Mahtomedi

*State:

*Phone (including area code):

MN

(651) 426-3344

*Zip code:

*E-mail:

55115

sneilson@ci.mahtomedi.mn.us

MS4 General contact (with Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program [SWPPP] implementation responsibility)
*Last name:

Thielen

*First name:

Bruce

(department head, MS4 coordinator, consultant, etc.)

*Title:

Public Works Director

*Mailing address:
*City:

600 Stillwater Road

Mahtomedi

*State:

*Phone (including area code):

(651) 773-9730

MN

*Zip code:

*E-mail:

55115

BTheilen@ci.mahtomedi.mn.us

Preparer information (complete if SWPPP application is prepared by a party other than MS4 General contact)
Last name:

Fristed

First name:

Travis

(department head, MS4 coordinator, consultant, etc.)

Title:

Environmental Scientist (WSB & Associates, Inc.)

Mailing address:
City:

701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 300

Minneapolis

Phone (including area code):

State:
(763) 287-7169

MN
E-mail:

Zip code:

55416

tfristed@wsbeng.com

Verification
1.

2.

I seek to continue discharging stormwater associated with a small MS4 after the effective date of this Permit, and shall
submit this MS4 SWPPP Application for Reauthorization form, in accordance with the schedule in Appendix A, Table 1, with
the SWPPP document completed in accordance with the Permit (Part II.D.).
Yes
I have read and understand the NPDES/SDS MS4 General Permit and certify that we intend to comply with all requirements
of the Permit.
Yes
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Certification (All fields are required)
Yes - I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision
in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information
submitted.
I certify that based on my inquiry of the person, or persons, who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible
for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and
complete.
I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of civil and criminal
penalties.
This certification is required by Minn. Stat. §§ 7001.0070 and 7001.0540. The authorized person with overall, MS4 legal
responsibility must certify the application (principal executive officer or a ranking elected official).
By typing my name in the following box, I certify the above statements to be true and correct, to the best of my knowledge,
and that this information can be used for the purpose of processing my application.
Name:

Scott Neilson
(This document has been electronically signed)

Title:

City Administrator

Mailing address:
City:

Date (mm/dd/yyyy):

12/30/2013

600 Stillwater Road

Mahtomedi

Phone (including area code):

State:
(651) 426-3344

MN
E-mail:

Zip code:

55115

sneilson@ci.mahtomedi.mn.us

Note: The application will not be
processed without certification.

www.pca.state.mn.us •
wq-strm4-49a • 5/31/13

651-296-6300

•

800-657-3864

•

TTY 651-282-5332 or 800-657-3864

•

Available in alternative formats
Page 2 of 16

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program Document
I.

Partnerships: (Part II.D.1)
A.

List the regulated small MS4(s) with which you have established a partnership in order to satisfy one or more
requirements of this Permit. Indicate which Minimum Control Measure (MCM) requirements or other program
components that each partnership helps to accomplish (List all that apply). Check the box below if you currently have no
established partnerships with other regulated MS4s. If you have more than five partnerships, hit the tab key after the last
line to generate a new row.
No partnerships with regulated small MS4s

B.

II.

Name and description of partnership

MCM/Other permit requirements involved

Valley Branch Watershed District (VBWD) MS4:
Coordinates education efforts to provide opportunities
for public participation and involvement by providing
grants for water quality improvements, encourages
participation in the Citizen Advisory Committee and
offers volunteer opportunities for water quality
monitoring. In addition, VBWD has a permitting
process for review of all development and
redevelopment projects within the City.

MCM 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD) MS4:
Coordinates educational efforts to provide focused
outreach to residents, young people, municipalities,
businesses and developers. Permitting review and
cost-share assistance for installation of best
management practices is also an integral part of
collaboration they provide to the City.

MCM 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

If you have additional information that you would like to communicate about your partnerships with other regulated small
MS4(s), provide it in the space below, or include an attachment to the SWPPP Document, with the following file naming
convention: MS4NameHere_Partnerships.

Description of Regulatory Mechanisms: (Part II.D.2)
Illicit discharges
A.

Do you have a regulatory mechanism(s) that effectively prohibits non-stormwater discharges into your small MS4,
except those non-stormwater discharges authorized under the Permit (Part III.D.3.b.)?
Yes
No
1. If yes:
a.

Check which type of regulatory mechanism(s) your organization has (check all that apply):
Ordinance
Contract language
Policy/Standards
Permits
Rules
Other, explain:

b.

Provide either a direct link to the mechanism selected above or attach it as an electronic document to this
form; or if your regulatory mechanism is either an Ordinance or a Rule, you may provide a citation:
Citation:
1.

City of Mahtomedi Municipal Code – Chapter 15.04 Sewer Code, Subdivision 6. Discharge of Surface
Waters Prohibited, D. Discharge Prohibitions, i. Prohibition of Illegal Discharges, e. exemptions
(Ordinance No. 2011-03 Discharge of Surface Waters)

2.

Valley Branch Watershed District: Rule 6 Illicit Discharge & Connection

3.

Rice Creek Watershed District: Rule H Illicit Stormwater Discharge and Connection

Direct link:
1.
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4BB7-8CFD-8AC05AAF37F6%7D/uploads/Chapter_15_-_Utilities.pdf
2.

Valley Branch Watershed District: http://www.vbwd.org/RulesRegs/2013AdoptedRules.pdf

3.

http://www.ricecreek.org/index.asp?SEC=3EB4B15D-CEF8-4DD4-B72E74F8B2D8E274&DE=1A8F3C96-2D79-470A-9EF2-DC7D81FB430A&Type=B_BASIC
Check here if attaching an electronic copy of your regulatory mechanism, with the following file naming
convention: MS4NameHere_IDDEreg.

2. If no:
Describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will be taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date
permit coverage is extended, this permit requirement is met:

Construction site stormwater runoff control
A.

Do you have a regulatory mechanism(s) that establishes requirements for erosion and sediment controls and waste
Yes
No
controls?
1.

If yes:
a.

Check which type of regulatory mechanism(s) your organization has (check all that apply):
Ordinance
Contract language
Policy/Standards
Permits
Rules
Other, explain:

b.

Provide either a direct link to the mechanism selected above or attach it as an electronic document to this
form; or if your regulatory mechanism is either an Ordinance or a Rule, you may provide a citation:
Citation:
1.

City of Mahtomedi Municipal Code: Chapter 15.08, Subdivision 5. Scope & Effect and Subdivision 6.
Storm Water Management Plan Approval Procedures, B. Storm Water Management Plan

2.

Valley Branch Watershed District: Rule 2 Stormwater Management, Standard 6 and Rule 3 Erosion and
Sedimentation Control, Standard 2

3.

Rice Creek Watershed District: Rule C Stormwater Management Plans and Rule D.2(a)–(c) Erosion &
Sediment Control Plans Regulation

Direct link:
1.

City of Mahtomedi Municipal Code: http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7BB983F313-8CF24BB7-8CFD-8AC05AAF37F6%7D/uploads/Chapter_15_-_Utilities.pdf

2.

Valley Branch Watershed District: http://www.vbwd.org/RulesRegs/2013AdoptedRules.pdf

3.

Rice Creek Watershed District: http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B52C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/FINAL_ADOPTED_RULE_06-26-2013.pdf
Check here if attaching an electronic copy of your regulatory mechanism, with the following file naming
convention: MS4NameHere_CSWreg.

B.

Is your regulatory mechanism at least as stringent as the MPCA general permit to Discharge Stormwater Associated
Yes
No
with Construction Activity (as of the effective date of the MS4 Permit)?
If you answered yes to the above question, proceed to C.
If you answered no to either of the above permit requirements listed in A. or B., describe the tasks and corresponding
schedules that will be taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit
requirements are met:

C.

Answer yes or no to indicate whether your regulatory mechanism(s) requires owners and operators of construction
activity to develop site plans that incorporate the following erosion and sediment controls and waste controls as
described in the Permit (Part III.D.4.a.(1)-(8)), and as listed below:
1.

Best Management Practices (BMPs) to minimize erosion.

Yes

No

2.

BMPs to minimize the discharge of sediment and other pollutants.

Yes

No

3.

BMPs for dewatering activities.

Yes

No

4.

Site inspections and records of rainfall events

Yes

No

5.

BMP maintenance

Yes

No
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6.

Management of solid and hazardous wastes on each project site.

Yes

No

7.

Final stabilization upon the completion of construction activity, including the use of perennial
vegetative cover on all exposed soils or other equivalent means.

Yes

No

8.

Criteria for the use of temporary sediment basins.

Yes

No

If you answered no to any of the above permit requirements, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will
be taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit requirements are met:

Post-construction stormwater management
A.

Do you have a regulatory mechanism(s) to address post-construction stormwater management activities?
Yes
No
1.

If yes:
a.

Check which type of regulatory mechanism(s) your organization has (check all that apply):
Ordinance
Contract language
Policy/Standards
Permits
Rules
Other, explain:

b.

Provide either a direct link to the mechanism selected above or attach it as an electronic document to this
form; or if your regulatory mechanism is either an Ordinance or a Rule, you may provide a citation:
Citation:
1.

City Code: Zoning Section 11.02. Subdivision Regulations, Subdivision 7.0 Design standards Relating to
the Division of Land, G. Drainage and Subdivision 6.B

2.

Valley Branch Watershed District: Rule 2 – Stormwater Management

3.

Rice Creek Watershed District: Rule C – Stormwater Management Plans

Direct link:
1.

City Code: http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7BB983F313-8CF2-4BB7-8CFD8AC05AAF37F6%7D/uploads/11.02_Subdivision_Regulations(1).pdf

2.

Valley Branch Watershed District: http://www.vbwd.org/RulesRegs/2013AdoptedRules.pdf

3.

Rice Creek Watershed District: http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B52C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/FINAL_ADOPTED_RULE_06-26-2013.pdf
Check here if attaching an electronic copy of your regulatory mechanism, with the following file naming
convention: MS4NameHere_PostCSWreg.

B.

Answer yes or no below to indicate whether you have a regulatory mechanism(s) in place that meets the following
requirements as described in the Permit (Part III.D.5.a.):
1.

Site plan review: Requirements that owners and/or operators of construction activity submit
site plans with post-construction stormwater management BMPs to the permittee for review and
approval, prior to start of construction activity.

2.

Conditions for post construction stormwater management: Requires the use of any
combination of BMPs, with highest preference given to Green Infrastructure techniques and
practices (e.g., infiltration, evapotranspiration, reuse/harvesting, conservation design, urban
forestry, green roofs, etc.), necessary to meet the following conditions on the site of a
construction activity to the Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP):
a. For new development projects – no net increase from pre-project conditions (on an annual
average basis) of:
1) Stormwater discharge volume, unless precluded by the stormwater management
limitations in the Permit (Part III.D.5.a(3)(a)).
2) Stormwater discharges of Total Suspended Solids (TSS).
3) Stormwater discharges of Total Phosphorus (TP).
b. For redevelopment projects – a net reduction from pre-project conditions (on an annual
average basis) of:
1) Stormwater discharge volume, unless precluded by the stormwater management
limitations in the Permit (Part III.D.5.a(3)(a)).
2) Stormwater discharges of TSS.
3) Stormwater discharges of TP.
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3.

Stormwater management limitations and exceptions:
a.

4.

5.

Limitations
1) Prohibit the use of infiltration techniques to achieve the conditions for post-construction
stormwater management in the Permit (Part III.D.5.a(2)) when the infiltration structural
stormwater BMP will receive discharges from, or be constructed in areas:
a) Where industrial facilities are not authorized to infiltrate industrial stormwater under
an NPDES/SDS Industrial Stormwater Permit issued by the MPCA.
b) Where vehicle fueling and maintenance occur.
c) With less than three (3) feet of separation distance from the bottom of the
infiltration system to the elevation of the seasonally saturated soils or the top of
bedrock.
d) Where high levels of contaminants in soil or groundwater will be mobilized by the
infiltrating stormwater.

Yes

No

2)

Restrict the use of infiltration techniques to achieve the conditions for post-construction
stormwater management in the Permit (Part III.D.5.a(2)), without higher engineering
review, sufficient to provide a functioning treatment system and prevent adverse
impacts to groundwater, when the infiltration device will be constructed in areas:
a) With predominately Hydrologic Soil Group D (clay) soils.
b) Within 1,000 feet up-gradient, or 100 feet down-gradient of active karst features.
c) Within a Drinking Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA) as defined in Minn.
R. 4720.5100, subp. 13.
d) Where soil infiltration rates are more than 8.3 inches per hour.

Yes

No

3)

For linear projects where the lack of right-of-way precludes the installation of volume
control practices that meet the conditions for post-construction stormwater management
in the Permit (Part III.D.5.a(2)), the permittee’s regulatory mechanism(s) may allow
exceptions as described in the Permit (Part III.D.5.a(3)(b)). The permittee’s regulatory
mechanism(s) shall ensure that a reasonable attempt be made to obtain right-of-way
during the project planning process.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Mitigation provisions: The permittee’s regulatory mechanism(s) shall ensure that any
stormwater discharges of TSS and/or TP not addressed on the site of the original construction
activity are addressed through mitigation and, at a minimum, shall ensure the following
requirements are met:
a. Mitigation project areas are selected in the following order of preference:
1) Locations that yield benefits to the same receiving water that receives runoff from the
original construction activity.
2) Locations within the same Minnesota Department of Natural Resource (DNR)
catchment area as the original construction activity.
3) Locations in the next adjacent DNR catchment area up‐stream
4) Locations anywhere within the permittee’s jurisdiction.
b. Mitigation projects must involve the creation of new structural stormwater BMPs or the
retrofit of existing structural stormwater BMPs, or the use of a properly designed regional
structural stormwater BMP.
c. Routine maintenance of structural stormwater BMPs already required by this permit cannot
be used to meet mitigation requirements of this part.
d. Mitigation projects shall be completed within 24 months after the start of the original
construction activity.
e. The permittee shall determine, and document, who will be responsible for long-term
maintenance on all mitigation projects of this part.
f. If the permittee receives payment from the owner and/or operator of a construction activity
for mitigation purposes in lieu of the owner or operator of that construction activity meeting
the conditions for post-construction stormwater management in Part III.D.5.a(2), the
permittee shall apply any such payment received to a public stormwater project, and all
projects must be in compliance with Part III.D.5.a(4)(a)-(e).
Long-term maintenance of structural stormwater BMPs: The permittee’s regulatory
mechanism(s) shall provide for the establishment of legal mechanisms between the permittee
and owners or operators responsible for the long-term maintenance of structural stormwater
BMPs not owned or operated by the permittee, that have been implemented to meet the
conditions for post-construction stormwater management in the Permit (Part III.D.5.a(2)). This
only includes structural stormwater BMPs constructed after the effective date of this permit and
that are directly connected to the permittee’s MS4, and that are in the permittee’s jurisdiction.
The legal mechanism shall include provisions that, at a minimum:
a. Allow the permittee to conduct inspections of structural stormwater BMPs not owned or
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b.

c.

operated by the permittee, perform necessary maintenance, and assess costs for those
structural stormwater BMPs when the permittee determines that the owner and/or operator
of that structural stormwater BMP has not conducted maintenance.
Include conditions that are designed to preserve the permittee’s right to ensure maintenance
responsibility, for structural stormwater BMPs not owned or operated by the permittee, when
those responsibilities are legally transferred to another party.
Include conditions that are designed to protect/preserve structural stormwater BMPs and
site features that are implemented to comply with the Permit (Part III.D.5.a(2)). If site
configurations or structural stormwater BMPs change, causing decreased structural
stormwater BMP effectiveness, new or improved structural stormwater BMPs must be
implemented to ensure the conditions for post-construction stormwater management in the
Permit (Part III.D.5.a(2)) continue to be met.

Yes

No

Yes

No

If you answered no to any of the above permit requirements, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will
be taken to assure that, within twelve (12) months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit requirements
are met:
The City Code will be revised to include by reference the Valley Branch Watershed District and/or Rice Creek
Watershed District’s MS4 regulatory standards for post-construction stormwater management, provisions for
stormwater management infiltration limitations and exceptions, provisions to restrict infiltration in sensitive areas,
mitigation provisions and expanded language for regional stormwater systems. This ordinance will apply to the
geographic areas within the respective Watershed District boundaries within the City of Mahtomedi. The final ordinance
language will be formally adopted and implemented within 12 months from the date MS4 permit coverage is extended
to the City.

III.

Enforcement Response Procedures (ERPs): (Part II.D.3)
A.

Do you have existing ERPs that satisfy the requirements of the Permit (Part III.B.)?
1.
2.

B.

Yes

No

If yes, attach them to this form as an electronic document, with the following file naming
convention: MS4NameHere_ERPs.
If no, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will be taken to assure that, with
twelve (12) months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit requirements are met:

Describe your ERPs:
ERP’s for illicit discharges and connections and construction site erosion and sediment control and post-construction
stormwater management will be drafted and formally adopted and implemented within 12 months from the date of MS4
permit coverage is extended to the City. The ERPs will include written procedures for internal protocols and
procedures for implementing MCMs 3, 4 and 5.

IV. Storm Sewer System Map and Inventory: (Part II.D.4.)
A.

Describe how you manage your storm sewer system map and inventory:
The City maintains a GIS and CAD based storm sewer inventory and revises mapping components after completing
reconstruction projects each year.

B.

Answer yes or no to indicate whether your storm sewer system map addresses the following requirements from the
Permit (Part III.C.1.a-d), as listed below:
1.

The permittee’s entire small MS4 as a goal, but at a minimum, all pipes 12 inches or greater in
diameter, including stormwater flow direction in those pipes.

Yes

No

2.

Outfalls, including a unique identification (ID) number assigned by the permittee, and an
associated geographic coordinate.

Yes

No

3.

Structural stormwater BMPs that are part of the permittee’s small MS4.

Yes

No

4.

All receiving waters.

Yes

No

If you answered no to any of the above permit requirements, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will be
taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit requirements are met:
C.

Answer yes or no to indicate whether you have completed the requirements of 2009 Minnesota Session Law, Ch. 172.
Sec. 28: with the following inventories, according to the specifications of the Permit (Part III.C.2.a.-b.), including:
1. All ponds within the permittee’s jurisdiction that are constructed and operated for purposes of
Yes
No
water quality treatment, stormwater detention, and flood control, and that are used for the
collection of stormwater via constructed conveyances.
2. All wetlands and lakes, within the permittee’s jurisdiction, that collect stormwater via constructed
Yes
No
conveyances.
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D.

Answer yes or no to indicate whether you have completed the following information for each feature inventoried.
1.
2.
3.

A unique identification (ID) number assigned by the permittee.
A geographic coordinate.
Type of feature (e.g., pond, wetland, or lake). This may be determined by using best professional
judgment.

Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No

If you have answered yes to all above requirements, and you have already submitted the Pond Inventory Form to the
MPCA, then you do not need to resubmit the inventory form below.
If you answered no to any of the above permit requirements, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will be
taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit requirements are met:
The 2009 pond inventory was previously completed, but is currently out of date. The City will update the pond, wetland
and lake inventory in 2014 and submit it to the MPCA within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended.
E.

Answer yes or no to indicate if you are attaching your pond, wetland and lake inventory to the MPCA
on the form provided on the MPCA website at: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/ms4 , according to the
specifications of Permit (Part III.C.2.b.(1)-(3)). Attach with the following file naming convention:
MS4NameHere_inventory.

Yes

No

If you answered no, the inventory form must be submitted to the MPCA MS4 Permit Program within 12
months of the date permit coverage is extended.

V. Minimum Control Measures (MCMs) (Part II.D.5)
A. MCM1: Public education and outreach
1.

The Permit requires that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, existing permittees revise their
education and outreach program that focuses on illicit discharge recognition and reporting, as well as other specifically
selected stormwater-related issue(s) of high priority to the permittee during this permit term. Describe your current
educational program, including any high-priority topics included:
Public education and outreach is provided in the City's "Green Talk" quarterly newsletter and through the City webpage to
discuss stormwater related topics including composting and yard waste, stormwater system inspections, illicit discharges
and erosion control best management practices. The City collaborates with the Washington Conservation District to offer
public education and outreach for water quaility monitoring and stormwater education for city and county staff and
contractors. During the MS4 permit cycle the City plans to update the existing BMPs and implement public education
information for a high priority topic such as the Lake St. Croix Nutrient TMDL, along with illicit discharge recognition and
reporting. The City’s also partners with the Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD) and the Valley Branch Watershed
District (VBWD) to promote stormwater educational programs through workshops, storm drain stenciling programs, cleanup days or grant opportunities. The grant programs are sponsored in collaboration with Blue Thumb.

2.

List the categories of BMPs that address your public education and outreach program, including the distribution of
educational materials and a program implementation plan. Use the first table for categories of BMPs that you have
established and the second table for categories of BMPs that you plan to implement over the course of the permit term.
Include the measurable goals with appropriate timeframes that each BMP category will be implemented and completed. In
addition, provide interim milestones and the frequency of action in which the permittee will implement and/or maintain the
BMPs. Refer to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Measurable Goals Guidance for Phase II Small MS4s
(http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/measurablegoals.pdf).
If you have more than five categories, hit the tab key after the last line to generate a new row.
Established BMP categories

Measurable goals and timeframes

Printed Brochures at City Hall

Three different stormwater related brochures will be available at the City Hall.
City staff will annually record the number of brochures distributed, review the
appropriateness of the existing brochures, and provide new brochures for
existing topics or high priority topics of interest (at the discretion of City staff).
This BMP will be completed a minimum of once a year throughout the MS4
permit cycle (July 31, 2018).

Green Talk Newsletter (quarterly)

The City will continue to publish the “Green Talk” newsletter on a quarterly
basis that is circulated to 7,000+ residents during each year of the MS4 permit
cycle. Topics covered in the newsletter include stormwater infiltration, energy
conservation, recycling, volunteer opportunities and other stormwater related
topics.

Environmental Webpage (2 articles)

Stormwater educational materials are provided on the City’s webpage
(http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={90291C60-
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DB98-4B97-9DA0-D1650F081519}) under the Environmental section of the
City Webpage. City staff tracks and reports website visits annually. The
content and appropriateness of all materials on the webpage will be reviewed a
minimum of once per calendar year during the MS4 permit cycle (July 31,
2018).

3.

BMP categories to be implemented

Measurable goals and timeframes

Annual SWPPP Assessment & Annual
Reporting

City staff will conduct an annual SWPPP assessment in preparation of each
annual report. Proposed SWPPP modifications are subject to Part II.G of the
MS4 permit. The final annual report will be posted on the Water Resources
th
webpage. City staff will submit the annual report to the MPCA prior to June 30
for the previous calendar year.

Environmental Webpage updates (high
priority topics)

The City’s Environmental webpage
(http://www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={90291C60DB98-4B97-9DA0-D1650F081519}) will be updated with high priority topics,
such as Illicit discharge recognition/reporting and the Lake St. Croix Nutrient
TMDL information in 2014. Periodic webpage updates will be completed
throughout each year of the MS4 permit cycle (July 31, 2018).

Provide the name or the position title of the individual(s) who is responsible for implementing and/or coordinating this
MCM:
Bruce Thielen, Public Works Director

B. MCM2: Public participation and involvement
1.

The Permit (Part III.D.2.a.) requires that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, existing permittees
shall revise their current program, as necessary, and continue to implement a public participation/involvement program to
solicit public input on the SWPPP. Describe your current program:
The City provides an opportunity annually for public participation and involvement through public meetings to discuss
stormwater related topics and solicits public input on the SWPPP document. City staff also participates in an annual
roadside cleanup, the Washington Conservation District water monitoring program and stormwater education with Rice
Creek Watershed District and Valley Brach Watershed District. Partnership with the local watershed district’s allows the
City a more efficient method to offer residents opportunities to participate and engage in protecting local water resources.
Opportunities include an annual public meeting, participation in local water monitoring programs, workshops, grant
programs to install best management practices and community clean-up days.

2.

List the categories of BMPs that address your public participation/involvement program, including solicitation and documentation
of public input on the SWPPP. Use the first table for categories of BMPs that you have established and the second table for
categories of BMPs that you plan to implement over the course of the permit term.
Include the measurable goals with appropriate timeframes that each BMP category will be implemented and completed. In
addition, provide interim milestones and the frequency of action in which the permittee will implement and/or maintain the BMPs.
Refer to the EPA’s Measurable Goals Guidance for Phase II Small MS4s (http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/measurablegoals.pdf).
If you have more than five categories, hit the tab key after the last line to generate a new row.
Established BMP categories

Measurable goals and timeframes

Annual Public Meeting/Event

Present the draft MS4 annual report at one public event per year
to solicit public input regarding the adequacy of the City’s
SWPPP. Public input received (oral and written) will be recorded
in a record of decision and evaluated by the City’s MS4 General
Contact. City responses (if relevant) will be made in writing to
each commenter. Hold one event per calendar year of the MS4
permit cycle.

Water Monitoring Program

The City will continue to advertise the Washington Conservation
District’s volunteer opportunities for public participation in water
quality monitoring and sediment surveys throughout county
lakes and streams. During these events the public is informed
about erosion control best management practices. This program
will continue to be implemented throughout the MS4 permit
cycle (July 31, 2018).
Washington Conservation District offers educational programs to
help city staff and contractors stop stormwater pollution at the
source. Training courses include:
•

Washington Conservation District – Stormwater
Education
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•

Local certified contractors – workshops for summer turf
maintenance and winter parking lot and road
maintenance is available for contractors.

Workshops
The RCWD staff offers various opportunities for city residents
and staff and local businesses. Workshops include:
•
•
•

summer turfgrass maintenance,
winter road salt maintenance,
raingarden installation and maintenance

Storm Drain Stenciling
Residents interested in marking storm drains within their
neighborhoods or communities are encouraged to participate in
the RCWD Storm Drain Stenciling program.
Clean-up Day
Community clean-up days are scheduled annually to keep trash
from entering local streams, rivers and lakes. These events
often coincide with community raking days in the fall, which
educates the public about excess nutrients that can contribute to
algae blooms.
Water Quality BMP Cost-Share Program (Sponsored in
partnership with Blue-Thumb)
RCWD provides financial incentives and technical assistance to
residents who are interested in completing a water quality
improvement practices such as raingarden installation, shoreline
stabilization, wetland restoration or alternative paving practice.
RCWD or Conservation District representative provides free site
visits for residents, cities or businesses interested in installing in
adopting practices that reduce erosion and stormwater runoff.

Rice Creek Watershed District (RCWD) Public
Engagement

Grant Programs
In partnership with Blue Thumb the VBWD offers cost-share
assistance for landscaping projects that benefit water quality.
Grants include:
•

•

•

Valley Branch Watershed District (VBWD) Public
Engagement

3.

Individual Grants – Technical assistance to plan and
implement best management practices such as
shoreline stabilization, gully repairs and raingarden
installations are available.
Community Grants – technical and financial assistance
is available to groups and municipalities for shoreline
stabilization, gully erosion repairs and raingarden
BMPs to improve surface water quality.
Plant Grants – Financial assistance is available to
landowners for native plants and seeds for habitat and
water quality projects including raingardens, stabilizing
shorelines, and restoring wetlands, prairies and
woodlands.

BMP categories to be implemented

Measurable goals and timeframes

Online Availability of the Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) Program document

The City will make the SWPPP and 2013 annual report available
on the Water Resources webpage within 12 months from the
date the MS4 permit coverage is extended to the City.

Do you have a process for receiving and documenting citizen input?

Yes

No

If you answered no to the above permit requirement, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will be taken to
assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, this permit requirement is met:

4.

Provide the name or the position title of the individual(s) who is responsible for implementing and/or coordinating this
MCM:
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Bruce Thielen, Public Works Director

C. MCM 3: Illicit discharge detection and elimination
1.

The Permit (Part III.D.3.) requires that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, existing permittees revise
their current program as necessary, and continue to implement and enforce a program to detect and eliminate illicit
discharges into the small MS4. Describe your current program:
The City's IDDE Odinance No. 2011-03 was adopted in 2011 and the IDDE program was develped in 2010. The City
implements and conducts IDDE inspections where 25 percent of all storm sewers are televised annually. The City
currently uses an IDDE database to record inspection results and provides annual training to Public Works staff. City staff
intends to update the Enivornmental Webpage to include city contact information for the public to report potential nonstormwater discharges, spills, and connections in 2014.

2.

Does your Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Program meet the following requirements, as found in the Permit
(Part III.D.3.c.-g.)?
a.

Incorporation of illicit discharge detection into all inspection and maintenance activities conducted
under the Permit (Part III.D.6.e.-f.)Where feasible, illicit discharge inspections shall be conducted
during dry-weather conditions (e.g., periods of 72 or more hours of no precipitation).

Yes

No

b.

Detecting and tracking the source of illicit discharges using visual inspections. The permittee may
also include use of mobile cameras, collecting and analyzing water samples, and/or other detailed
procedures that may be effective investigative tools.

Yes

No

c.

Training of all field staff, in accordance with the requirements of the Permit (Part III.D.6.g.(2)), in
illicit discharge recognition (including conditions which could cause illicit discharges), and
reporting illicit discharges for further investigation.

Yes

No

d.

Identification of priority areas likely to have illicit discharges, including at a minimum, evaluating
land use associated with business/industrial activities, areas where illicit discharges have been
identified in the past, and areas with storage of large quantities of significant materials that could
result in an illicit discharge.

Yes

No

e.

Procedures for the timely response to known, suspected, and reported illicit discharges.

Yes

No

f.

Procedures for investigating, locating, and eliminating the source of illicit discharges.

Yes

No

g.

Procedures for responding to spills, including emergency response procedures to prevent spills from
entering the small MS4. The procedures shall also include the immediate notification of the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety Duty Officer, if the source of the illicit discharge is a spill or
leak as defined in Minn. Stat. § 115.061.

Yes

No

h.

When the source of the illicit discharge is found, the permittee shall use the ERPs required by the
Permit (Part III.B.) to eliminate the illicit discharge and require any needed corrective action(s).

Yes

No

If you answered no to any of the above permit requirements, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will be
taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit requirements are met:
The City will develop procedures for identification of priority areas likely to have illicit discharges (based on current
landuse, history of discharges and active NPDES Industrial Stormwater Permits). Draft ERPs will be prepared in 2014 and
implemented within 12 months from the date MS4 permit coverage is extended to the City.
3.

List the categories of BMPs that address your illicit discharge, detection and elimination program. Use the first table for
categories of BMPs that you have established and the second table for categories of BMPs that you plan to implement
over the course of the permit term.
Include the measurable goals with appropriate timeframes that each BMP category will be implemented and completed. In
addition, provide interim milestones and the frequency of action in which the permittee will implement and/or maintain the
BMPs. Refer to the EPA’s Measurable Goals Guidance for Phase II Small MS4s
(http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/measurablegoals.pdf).
If you have more than five categories, hit the tab key after the last line to generate a new row.
Established BMP categories

Measurable goals and timeframes

IDDE Inspections

The City will continue to annually conduct IDDE inspections
concurrently with stormsewer, outfall, and ponds inspections
per the IDDE inspection program.

Employee Training

Continue to host a minimum of one staff training event per year
to discuss illicit discharge recognition and reporting. City staff
will develop an annual training schedule, record the employee
names, topics covered, and date of each event, annually
through the end of the MS4 permit cycle (July 31, 2018).

Sanitary Sewer/Stormsewer Televise

The City will continue to inspect 25 percent of all stormwater
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structures annually.

4.

BMP categories to be implemented

Measurable goals and timeframes

IDDE Priority Inspection Map

Develop IDDE inspection map in 2014. Utilize map for
inspections within 12 months from the date MS4 permit
coverage is extended.

Public Works & Environmental Webpage updates

The City will update the Environmental webpage of the City
Website to include city contact information for construction site
non-compliance. The update will also include constriction site
erosion and sediment control related public education
information. This update will occur within 12 months from the
date MS4 permit coverage is extended.

Do you have procedures for record-keeping within your Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) program as
specified within the Permit (Part III.D.3.h.)?
Yes
No
If you answered no, indicate how you will develop procedures for record-keeping of your Illicit Discharge, Detection and
Elimination Program, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended:

5.

Provide the name or the position title of the individual(s) who is responsible for implementing and/or coordinating this
MCM:
Bruce Theilen, Public Works Director

D. MCM 4: Construction site stormwater runoff control
1.

The Permit (Part III.D.4) requires that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, existing permittees shall
revise their current program, as necessary, and continue to implement and enforce a construction site stormwater runoff
control program. Describe your current program:
The City requires every applicant that requests a building permit, subdivison approval, or a permit for land disturbing
activities to comply with NPDES erosion control measures and submit a storwater management plan and/or erosion
control plan to the City for review. In addition permit applications for projects within the Rice Creek and/or Valley Branch
Watershed District's boundary require conformance to additional rules and standards. City Engineering and Building
Department staff conduct erosion control site plan reviews and perform regular site inspections on all permitted
residential and commercial sites, and serve as the City's point of contact for public complaints of potential noncompliance. The City Engineer provides plan review and inspections of development projects. The City also collaborates
with the Rice Creek Watershed District and the Valley Branch Watershed District to manage construction site stormwater
runoff within the respective watershed boundaries. Stop Work Orders, Suspensions or Revocation of Permit, and
Misdemeanors are the enforcement tools used for non-compliance.

2.

Does your program address the following BMPs for construction stormwater erosion and sediment control as required in
the Permit (Part III.D.4.b.):
a. Have you established written procedures for site plan reviews that you conduct prior to the start of
Yes
No
construction activity?
b. Does the site plan review procedure include notification to owners and operators proposing
Yes
No
construction activity that they need to apply for and obtain coverage under the MPCA’s general
permit to Discharge Stormwater Associated with Construction Activity No. MN R100001?
c.

d.

e.
f.
g.

Does your program include written procedures for receipt and consideration of reports of
noncompliance or other stormwater related information on construction activity submitted by the
public to the permittee?
Have you included written procedures for the following aspects of site inspections to determine
compliance with your regulatory mechanism(s):
1) Does your program include procedures for identifying priority sites for inspection?
2) Does your program identify a frequency at which you will conduct construction site
inspections?
3) Does your program identify the names of individual(s) or position titles of those responsible for
conducting construction site inspections?
4) Does your program include a checklist or other written means to document construction site
inspections when determining compliance?
Does your program document and retain construction project name, location, total acreage to be
disturbed, and owner/operator information?
Does your program document stormwater-related comments and/or supporting information used to
determine project approval or denial?
Does your program retain construction site inspection checklists or other written materials used to
document site inspections?
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If you answered no to any of the above permit requirements, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that will be
taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit requirements are met.
The City intends to review the existing procedures for site inspections, and revise (as needed) to include definitions for
identifying priority sites for inspections. Draft revisions will be completed in early 2014 and formally adopted for
implementation within 12 months of the date MS4 permit coverage is extended to the City.
3.

List the categories of BMPs that address your construction site stormwater runoff control program. Use the first
table for categories of BMPs that you have established and the second table for categories of BMPs that you plan
to implement over the course of the permit term.
Include the measurable goals with appropriate timeframes that each BMP category will be implemented and
completed. In addition, provide interim milestones and the frequency of action in which the permittee will implement
and/or maintain the BMPs. Refer to the EPA’s Measurable Goals Guidance for Phase II Small MS4s
(http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/measurablegoals.pdf). If you have more than five categories, hit the tab key
after the last line to generate a new row.

4.

Established BMP categories

Measurable goals and timeframes

City Erosion Control Permit

Continue to implement as defined by City Code Chapter 15.08
Storm Water Management throughout the MS4 Permit cycle.

Employee Training

Building or Engineering Department staff (a minimum of one
staff member) will maintain valid certification in NPDES
Construction Stormwater Permit related training per NPDESCSW training requirements.

BMP categories to be implemented

Measurable goals and timeframes

Review Building Dept. inspection checklist

The City will update the existing Erosion and sediment control
checklist to meet current NPDES Construction Stormwater
Permit requirements. This update will occur in 2014 and be
implemented within 12 months from the date MS4 permit
coverage is extended.

Develop Priority Site Inspection Procedures

Develop internal procedures for identifying priority sites for
inspections in 2014.

Provide the name or the position title of the individual(s) who is responsible for implementing and/or coordinating this
MCM:
Bruce Thielen, Public Works Director

E. MCM 5: Post-construction stormwater management
1.

2.
3.

The Permit (Part III.D.5.) requires that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, existing permittees
shall revise their current program, as necessary, and continue to implement and enforce a post-construction stormwater
management program. Describe your current program:
Land disturbance activities that require a building permit, or subdivision approval also require a NPDES stormwater
permit and must submit a stormwater management plan to the City. Permit applications require a plan submittal
consisting of the design standards used for permanent facilities, inspection schedules, enforcement, and long-term
operation and maintenance for permanent facilities. The Post-Construction Stormwater Management program is primarily
described in City Code Chapter 15.08 Storm Water Management, in the Rice Creek Watershed District Stormwater
Management Rule C – Stormwater Management Plans and the Valley Brach Watershed District Rule 2 – Stormwater
Management.
Have you established written procedures for site plan reviews that you will conduct prior to the start of
Yes
No
construction activity?
Answer yes or no to indicate whether you have the following listed procedures for documentation of
post-construction stormwater management according to the specifications of Permit (Part III.D.5.c.):
a. Any supporting documentation that you use to determine compliance with the Permit (Part
III.D.5.a), including the project name, location, owner and operator of the construction activity, any
checklists used for conducting site plan reviews, and any calculations used to determine
compliance?
b. All supporting documentation associated with mitigation projects that you authorize?
c. Payments received and used in accordance with Permit (Part III.D.5.a.(4)(f))?
d. All legal mechanisms drafted in accordance with the Permit (Part III.D.5.a.(5)), including date(s) of
the agreement(s) and names of all responsible parties involved?

Yes

No

Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No

If you answered no to any of the above permit requirements, describe the steps that will be taken to assure that, within
12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, these permit requirements are met.
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4.

List the categories of BMPs that address your post-construction stormwater management program. Use the first table
for categories of BMPs that you have established and the second table for categories of BMPs that you plan to
implement over the course of the permit term.
Include the measurable goals with appropriate timeframes that each BMP category will be implemented and
completed. In addition, provide interim milestones and the frequency of action in which the permittee will implement
and/or maintain the BMPs. Refer to the EPA’s Measurable Goals Guidance for Phase II Small MS4s
(http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/measurablegoals.pdf). If you have more than five categories, hit the tab key after
the last line to generate a new row.
Established BMP categories

Measurable goals and timeframes

City Stormwater Management Permits

The City will continue to review and issue stormwater permits
for land disturbance activities and collaborate with the Rice
Creek Watershed District and the Valley Branch Watershed
District to review and issue stormwater permits within the
applicable watershed boundary through the end of the MS4
permit cycle (July 31, 2018).

BMP categories to be implemented

Measurable goals and timeframes
City code Chapter 15.08 will be revised to include MS4
regulatory standards. The final ordinance language will be
formally adopted and implemented within 12 months from the
date MS4 permit coverage is extended to the City.

Updated City Ordinance Chapter 15.08 Storm Water
Management
5.

Provide the name or the position title of the individual(s) who is responsible for implementing and/or coordinating this
MCM:
City Engineer & City Planner

F. MCM 6: Pollution prevention/good housekeeping for municipal operations
1.

The Permit (Part III.D.6.) requires that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, existing permittees shall
revise their current program, as necessary, and continue to implement an operations and maintenance program that
prevents or reduces the discharge of pollutants from the permittee owned/operated facilities and operations to the small
MS4. Describe your current program:
The City’s Public Works Department is primarily responsible for all MCM 6 activities. Current Public Works activities
include inspections and maintenance of the storm sewer system, street sweeping, employee training. In 2014, the City
intends to expand the employee training opportunities, refine all record keeping procedures of inspections and
maintenance, and written procedures for IDDE.

2.

Do you have a facilities inventory as outlined in the Permit (Part III.D.6.a.)?

Yes

No

3.

If you answered no to the above permit requirement in question 2, describe the tasks and corresponding schedules that
will be taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended, this permit requirement is met:
City staff will conduct a facility inspection within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended to the City.

4.

List the categories of BMPs that address your pollution prevention/good housekeeping for municipal operations program.
Use the first table for categories of BMPs that you have established and the second table for categories of BMPs that you
plan to implement over the course of the permit term.
Include the measurable goals with appropriate timeframes that each BMP category will be implemented and completed. In
addition, provide interim milestones and the frequency of action in which the permittee will implement and/or maintain the
BMPs. For an explanation of measurable goals, refer to the EPA’s Measurable Goals Guidance for Phase II Small MS4s
(http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/measurablegoals.pdf).
If you have more than five categories, hit the tab key after the last line to generate a new row.
Established BMP categories

Measurable goals and timeframes

Street Sweeping

The City will continue to conduct street sweeping operations of
all public streets a minimum of twice annually (record the
sweeping route and date per occurrence). Review and revise
(as needed) street sweeping operations (including schedule,
equipment, and disposal), stormwater quality priority areas, and
routes annually through the end of the MS4 permit cycle (July
31, 2018).
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5.

Structural Pollution Control Device (SPCD) Inspections

Continue to inspect 100% of all SPCD’s each year of the MS4
permit cycle (July 31, 2018)

Inspect MS4 Outfalls and Ponds

Continue to inspect 20% of all MS4 outfalls each year, until
100% of all MS4 Outfalls and Ponds have been inspected within
the MS4 permit cycle (until July 31, 2018).

Review Inspection Reports

Annually, review all pond, outfall, and SPCD inspection records
to determine if maintenance, repair, or replacement is needed.
Include a description of the findings and any maintenance,
repair, or replacement as a result of the inspection findings.
Evaluate each SPCD’s inspection frequency and adjust as
needed per MS4 Permit Part III.D.6.e (1.). Evaluate and update
inspection records annually through the end of the MS4 permit
cycle (July 31, 2018).

Employee Training

Continue to host a minimum of one staff training event per year
to discuss stormwater related topics. City staff will develop an
annual training schedule, record the employee names, topics
covered, and date of each event, annually through the end of
the MS4 permit cycle (July 31, 2018).

Anti-Icing Program

The Public Works department has reduced the City-wide road
salt application by half, and eliminated all sand use. The City will
continue to annual evaluate and implement this program
throughout the MS4 permit cycle.

BMP categories to be implemented

Measurable goals and timeframes

Pond Sediment Excavation and Removal Projects

The City will develop a reporting component for pond sediment
removal projects within 12 months from the date MS4 permit
coverage is extended to the City. Reporting will consist of
documenting the date, pond ID, project limits/construction plans,
volume of sediment removed, test results (if any), and disposal
location. Begin reporting in 2015.

Stockpiles, Storage and Material Handling Area
Inspections

Conduct quarterly written inspections of all stockpile, storage
and material handling areas (per the 2014 facility inventory),
through the end of the MS4 permit cycle (July 31, 2018).

Update Public Works MS4 Program

Update existing BMPs to coincide with new/revised MS4 permit
requirements (refer to question #9).

Does discharge from your MS4 affect a Source Water Protection Area (Permit Part III.D.6.c.)?

Yes

No

a. If no, continue to 6.
b. If yes, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) is in the process of mapping the
following items. Maps are available at
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/maps/index.htm. Is a map including the
following items available for your MS4:
1)

Wells and source waters for drinking water supply management areas identified as
vulnerable under Minn. R. 4720.5205, 4720.5210, and 4720.5330?

Yes

No

2)

Source water protection areas for surface intakes identified in the source water
assessments conducted by or for the Minnesota Department of Health under the federal
Safe Drinking Water Act, U.S.C. §§ 300j – 13?

Yes

No

Yes

No

c. Have you developed and implemented BMPs to protect any of the above drinking water
sources?
6.

Have you developed procedures and a schedule for the purpose of determining the TSS and
TP treatment effectiveness of all permittee owned/operated ponds constructed and used for the
collection and treatment of stormwater, according to the Permit (Part III.D.6.d.)?

Yes

No

7.

Do you have inspection procedures that meet the requirements of the Permit (Part III.D.6.e.(1)(3)) for structural stormwater BMPs, ponds and outfalls, and stockpile, storage and material
handling areas?

Yes

No

8.

Have you developed and implemented a stormwater management training program commensurate with each
employee’s job duties that:
a.

Addresses the importance of protecting water quality?
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9.

b.

Covers the requirements of the permit relevant to the duties of the employee?

Yes

No

c.

Includes a schedule that establishes initial training for new and/or seasonal employees and
recurring training intervals for existing employees to address changes in procedures,
practices, techniques, or requirements?

Yes

No

Do you keep documentation of inspections, maintenance, and training as required by the Permit
(Part III.D.6.h.(1)-(5))?

Yes

No

If you answered no to any of the above permit requirements listed in Questions 5 – 9, then describe the tasks and
corresponding schedules that will be taken to assure that, within 12 months of the date permit coverage is extended,
these permit requirements are met:
The City will update written procedures for conducting inspections of illicit discharge detection, outfalls, ponds and
structural pollution control devices, develop BMPs to protect drinking water sources, draft inspection and record
keeping procedures for stock piles, storage, and material handling areas, a reporting method for employee training
events, and record keeping procedures for pond excavation projects within 12 months of the date permit coverage is
extended to the City.
10.

Provide the name or the position title of the individual(s) who is responsible for implementing and/or coordinating this
MCM:
Bruce Theilen, Public Works Director

VI. Compliance Schedule for an Approved Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) with an
Applicable Waste Load Allocation (WLA) (Part II.D.6.)
A.

Do you have an approved TMDL with a Waste Load Allocation (WLA) prior to the effective date
of the Permit?
1.

If no, continue to section VII.

2.

If yes, fill out and attach the MS4 Permit TMDL Attachment Spreadsheet with the following
naming convention: MS4NameHere_TMDL.

Yes

No

Yes

No

This form is found on the MPCA MS4 website: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/ms4.

VII. Alum or Ferric Chloride Phosphorus Treatment Systems (Part II.D.7.)
A.

Do you own and/or operate any Alum or Ferric Chloride Phosphorus Treatment Systems which
are regulated by this Permit (Part III.F.)?
1.
2.

If no, this section requires no further information.
If yes, you own and/or operate an Alum or Ferric Chloride Phosphorus Treatment System
within your small MS4, then you must submit the Alum or Ferric Chloride Phosphorus
Treatment Systems Form supplement to this document, with the following naming
convention: MS4NameHere_TreatmentSystem.
This form is found on the MPCA MS4 website: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/ms4.

VIII. Add any Additional Comments to Describe Your Program

www.pca.state.mn.us •
wq-strm4-49a • 5/31/13

651-296-6300

•

800-657-3864

•

TTY 651-282-5332 or 800-657-3864

•

Available in alternative formats
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Section 11.01: Zoning Ordinance
Subdivision 11.36: Shoreland Overlay District

11.36

Shoreland Overlay District
A. Statutory Authorization and Policy
1. Statutory Authorization. This shoreland ordinance is adopted pursuant to the
authorization and policies contained in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103F, Minnesota
Regulations, Parts 6120.2500-6120.3900, and the planning and zoning enabling
legislation of Minnesota Statues, Chapter 462.
2. Policy. The uncontrolled use of shorelands of the City of Mahtomedi, MN affects the
public health, safety, and general welfare not only by contributing to pollution of public
waters, but also impairing the local tax base. Therefore, it is in the best interests of the
public health, safety and welfare to provide for the wise subdivision, use and
development of shorelands of public waters. The Legislature of Minnesota has delegated
responsibility to local governments of the state to regulate the subdivision, use and
development of the shorelands of public waters and thus preserve and enhance the quality
of surface waters, conserve the economic and natural environmental values of shorelands,
and provide for the wise use of waters and related land resources. This responsibility is
herby recognized by the City of Mahtomedi.
B. General Provisions and Definitions
1. Jurisdiction. The provisions of this Subdivision shall apply to the shorelands of the
public water bodies as classified in Subpart D (1) of this Subdivision. A body of water
created by a private user where there was no previous shoreland may, at the discretion of
the governing body, be exempted from this Subdivision of the Ordinance.
2. Abrogation and Greater Restrictions. It is not intended by this Subdivision to repeal,
abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed restrictions. However,
where this Subdivision imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this Subdivision
shall prevail.
3. Definitions. Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this Subdivision
shall be interpreted so as to give the same meaning as they have in common usage and so
as to give this Subdivision its most reasonable application.

A
Accessory Structure. Reference Subdivision 9.6, A of this Ordinance.

B
Bluff. A topographic feature such as a hill, cliff, or embankment having the following
characteristics (an area with an average slope of less than eighteen percent (18%) over a
distance of fifty (50) feet or more shall not be considered part of the bluff):
x

Part of all of the feature is located in a shoreland area;
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x

The slope rises at least twenty-five (25) feet above the ordinary high water level of
the waterbody;

x

The grade of the slope from the toe of the bluff to a point twenty – five (25) feet or
more above the ordinary high water level averages twenty –five percent (25%) or
greater; and

x

The slop must drain toward the waterbody.

Bluff Impact Zone. A bluff and land located within twenty (20) feet from the top of a
bluff.
Boathouse. A structure designed and used solely for the storage of boats or boating
equipment.
Building Line. A line parallel to a lot line or the ordinary high water level at the required
setback beyond which a structure may not extend.

C
Clear Cutting. The removal of an entire stand of trees.
Commercial Planned Unit Developments. Uses that provide transient, short – term
lodging spaces, rooms, or parcels and their operations are essentially service – oriented.
For example, hotel / motel accommodations, resorts, recreational vehicle, and camping
parks, and other primarily service oriented activities.
Commercial Use. The principal use of land or building for the sale, lease, rental, or trade
of products, goods and services.
Commissioner. The Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources.

D
Deck. A horizontal, unenclosed platform with or without attached railings, seats, trellises,
or other features, attached or functionally related to a principal use or site and at any
point extending more than three (3) feet above ground.

H
Height of Building.
Riparian Lot. For the purpose of determining building height for riparian lots, the
height shall be measured as the vertical distance between the highest adjoining
ground level at the building, or ten (10) feet above the lowest ground level,
whichever is lower, and the highest point of a flat roof, to the deck line of mansard
roofs, and to the mean height level between eaves and ridge of gable, hip, and
gambrel roofs.
Non – Riparian Lot. For the purpose of determining building height for lots within
the Shoreland Overlay District but not on the lake, the vertical distance shall be
measured from the average elevation of the finished grade along the front of the
building to the highest point of the road surface in a flat roof, to the deck line of
mansard roofs, and to the mean height level between eaves and ridge of gable, hip,
and gambrel roofs.

I
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Intensive Vegetation Clearing. The complete removal of trees or shrubs in a contiguous
patch, strip, row, or block.

N
Nonriparian. A lot of record that does not abut a public water.

O
Ordinary High Water Level. The boundary of public waters shall be an elevation
delineating the highest water level which has been maintained for a sufficient period of
time to leave evidence upon the landscape, commonly that point where the natural
vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to predominantly terrestrial.

P
Public Waters. Any waters as defined in Minnesota Statutes, 103G.005, Subdivision 15.

R
Residential Planned Unit Development. A use where the nature of residency is
nontransient and the major or primary focus of the development is not service – oriented.
For example, residential apartments, time – share condominiums, townhouses,
cooperatives, and full fee ownership residences would be considered as residential
planned unit developments. To qualify as a residential planned unit development, a
development must contain at least five (5) dwelling units or sites.
Riparian. A lot of record that abuts a public water that is subject to the City of
Mahtomedi’s Shoreland Management regulations.

S
Sewage Treatment System. A septic tank and soil absorption systems or other
individual or cluster type sewage treatment system as described and regulated in
Subdivisions 5, G of this Ordinance.
Sewer System. Pipelines or conduits, pumping stations, and force main, and all other
construction, devices, appliances, or appurtenances used for conduction of sewage or
industrial waste or other wastes to a point of ultimate disposal.
Shore Impact Zone. Land located between the ordinary high water level of a public
water and a line parallel to it at a setback of fifty percent (50%) of the structure setback.
Shoreland. Land located within 1,000 feet from the ordinary high water level of public
waters. When approved by the Commissioner, the limits of shorelands may be reduced
whenever the waters involved are bounded by topographic divides which extend
landward from the waters for lesser distances. For the purposes of this Ordinance, any
existing parcel where fifty percent (50%) or more of the parcel by area is contained
within the 1,000 foot from ordinary high water level, as determined by the Zoning
Administrator or other Authorized Agent, shall be subject to the requirements of this
Ordinance.
Steep Slope. Land having average slopes over twelve percent (12%), as measured over
horizontal distances of thirty (30) feet or more, that are not bluffs.
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T
Toe of the Bluff. The lower point of a thirty (30) foot segment with an average slope
exceeding eighteen percent (18%).
Top of the Bluff. The higher point of a thirty (30) foot segment with an average slop
exceeding eighteen percent (18%).

V
Variance. Variance means the same as that term is defined or described in Minnesota
Statutes, Chapter 462 and the Subdivision 8.20: Variance of this Ordinance.

W
Water Oriented Accessory Structure or Facility. A small, above ground building or
other improvements, except stairways, fences, docks, and retaining walls, which, because
of the relationship of its use to a surface water feature, reasonably needs to be located
closer to the public waters than the normal structure setback. Examples of such structures
and facilities include boathouses, gazebos, screen houses, fish houses, pump houses and
detached decks.
C. Administration
1. Permits Required.
a. A permit is required for the construction of buildings or building additions (and
including such related activities as construction of decks and signs), the installation
and / or alteration of sewage treatment systems, and those grading and filling
activities not exempted by Subdivision 10.1, H: Grading, Filling, and / or Excavation
of this Ordinance. Application for a permit shall be made to the City Administrator
on the forms provided. The application shall include the necessary information so
that the City Administrator or other Authorized Agent can determine the site’s
suitability for the intended use and that a compliant sewage treatment system will be
provided.
b. A permit authorizing an addition to an existing structure shall stipulate that an
identified nonconforming sewage treatment system, as defined by Provision 5G, shall
be reconstructed or replaced in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.
2. Notification to the Department of Natural Resources.
a. Copies of all notices of any public hearing to consider variances, amendments, or
conditional uses under local shoreland management controls shall be sent to the
Commissioner or the Commissioner’s designated representative and postmarked at
least ten (10) days before the hearings. Notices of hearings to consider proposed
subdivisions / plats shall include copies of the subdivision / plat.
b. A copy of approved amendments and subdivisions / plats, and final decisions
granting variances or conditional uses under local shoreland management controls
shall be sent to the Commissioner or the Commissioner’s designated representative
and postmarked within ten (10) days of final action.
3. Variances.
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a. Variances may only be granted in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Chapter 462.
No variance may be granted for prohibited uses.
b. When a variance is approved after the Department of Natural Resources has formally
recommended denial in the hearing record, the notification of the approved variance
required in Subpart C below shall also include the City Council’s, acting as the Board
of Adjustment and Appeals, summary of the public record / testimony and the
findings of facts and conclusions which supported the issuance of the variance.
c. For existing developments, the application for variance shall clearly demonstrate
whether a conforming sewage treatment system is present for the intended use of the
property. The variance, if issued, shall require reconstruction of a nonconforming
sewage treatment system.
D. Lake Classification
1. Shoreland Classification System. The public waters of Mahtomedi have been classified
below consistent with the criteria found in Minnesota Regulations, Part 6120.3300, and
the Protected Waters Inventory Map for Washington County, Minnesota and designated
on the Official Zoning Map for the City of Mahtomedi.
a. Natural Environment Lakes

DNR #

Weber, Township 30, Range 21, Section 31

82-119

b. Recreational Development Lakes
Echo, Township 30, Range 21, Section 31

82-135

South Long, Township 30, Range 21, Section 32

82-118

North Long, Township 30, Range 21, Section 20

82-130

Lost, Township 30, Range 21, Section 30/31

82-134

c. General Development Lakes
Lake Washington, Township 30, Range 21, Section

82-352

White Bear, Township 30, Range 21, Section various

82-167

E. Zoning and Water Supply / Sanitary Provisions
1. Lot Area and Width Standards. The lot area (in square feet) and lot width standards (in
feet) for single, duplex, triplex, and quad residential lots created after the date of
enactment of this Ordinance for the lake and river / stream classification are the
following:
Table 11.36 –A: Natural Environment (unsewered)
Riparian Lots
Nonriparian Lots
Single
Duplex (not permitted)
Triplex (not permitted)
Quad (not permitted)

Area
80,000
----------

Width
200
----------

Area
80,000
----------

Width
200
----------

Table 11.36 - B: Recreational Development (unsewered)
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Single
Duplex (not permitted)
Triplex (not permitted)
Quad (not permitted)

Riparian Lots

Nonriparian Lots

Area
43,560
----------

Area
43,560
----------

Width
160
----------

Width
160
----------

Table 11.36 – C: General Development (unsewered)
Riparian Lots
Nonriparian Lots
Single
Duplex (not permitted)
Triplex (not permitted)
Quad (not permitted)

Area
43,560
----------

Width
160
----------

Area
43,560
----------

Width
160
----------

Table 11.36 – D: Natural Environment (sewered)
Riparian Lots
Nonriparian Lots
Area
Width
Area
Width
Single
40,000
125
15,000
90
Duplex (not permitted)
70,000
225
35,000
220
Triplex (not permitted)
100,000
325
52,000
315
Quad (not permitted)

130,000

425

65,000

410

Table 11.36 – E: Recreational Development (sewered)
Riparian Lots
Nonriparian Lots
Single
Duplex (not permitted)
Triplex (not permitted)
Quad (not permitted)

Area
20,000
35,000
50,000
65,000

Width
80
135
195
255

Area
15,000
26,000
38,000
49,000

Width
80
135
190
245

Table 11.36 – F: General Development (sewered)
Riparian Lots
Nonriparian Lots
Single
Duplex (not permitted)
Triplex (not permitted)
Quad (not permitted)

Area
15,000
26,000
38,000
49,000

Width
80
135
195
255

Area
10,400
17,500
25,000
32,500

Width
80
135
190
245

a. Additional Special Provisions.
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(1) Within Shoreland Overlay Districts, minimum lot area requirements may be
calculated on an average lot area basis, so long as the overall net density
requirements of this Shoreland Ordinance are not exceeded. In no event shall an
individual lot area be less than the minimum required by the underlying zoning
district.
(2) Only land above the ordinary high water level of public waters can be used to
meet lot area standards, and lot width standards shall be met at both the ordinary
high water level and at the building line. The sewered lot area dimensions in
Subpart E, 1 can only be used if publicly owned sewer system service is
available to the property.
(3) Subdivisions of duplexes, triplexes, and quads on Natural Environment Lakes
shall also meet the following standards:
(a) Each building shall be set back at least two hundred (200) feet from the
ordinary high water level.
(b) Each building shall have common sewage treatment and water systems in
one location and serve all dwelling units in the building;
(c) Watercraft docking facilities for each lot shall be centralized in one location
and serve all dwelling units in the building;
(d) No ore than twenty-five percent (25%) of a lake’s shoreline can be in duplex,
triplex, or quad developments.
(4) Lots intended as controlled accesses to public waters or as recreation areas for
use by owners of nonriparian lots within subdivisions are permissible and shall
meet or exceed the following standards:
(a) They shall meet the width and size requirements for residential lots as zoned,
and be suitable for the intended uses of controlled access lots and contain no
habitable structures.
(b) If docking, mooring, or over – water storage of more than six (6) watercraft
is to be allowed at a controlled access lot, then the width of the lot (keeping
the same lot depth) shall be increased by the percent of the requirements for
riparian residential lots for each watercraft beyond six (6), consistent with the
following table:
Table 11.36 – G: Controlled Access
Lot Frontage Requirements
Ratio of lake size to shore length
Required increase in frontage
(acres / miles)
(percent)
Less than 100

25

100 – 200

20

201 – 300

15

301 – 400

10

Greater than 400

5

(c) They shall be jointly owned by all purchasers of lots in the subdivision or by
all purchasers of nonriparian lots in the subdivision who are provided
riparian access rights on the access lot; and
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(d) Covenants or other equally effective legal instruments shall be developed
that specify which lot owners have authority to use the access lot and what
activities are allowed. The activities may include watercraft launching,
loading, off season boat storage, beaching, mooring, or docking. They shall
also include other outdoor recreational activities that do not significantly
conflict with general public use of the public water or the enjoyment of
normal property rights by adjacent property owners. Examples of the
nonsignificant conflict activities including swimming, sunbathing, or
picnicking. The covenants shall limit the total number of vehicles allowed to
be parked and the total number of watercraft allowed to be continuously
moored, docked, or stored over water, and shall require centralization of all
common facilities and activities in the most suitable locations on the lot to
minimize topographic and vegetation alterations. They shall also require all
parking areas, storage buildings, and other facilities to be screened by
vegetation or topography as much as practical from view from the public
water, assuming summer, leaf –on conditions.
2. Placement, Design, and Height of Structures.
a. Placement of Structures on Lots. When more than one setback applies to a site
structures and facilities shall be located to meet all setbacks. Where structures exist
on the adjoining lots on both sides of a proposed building site, structure setbacks may
be altered without a variance to conform to the adjoining setbacks from the ordinary
high water level provided the proposed building site is not located in a shore impact
zone or in a bluff impact zone. Structures shall be located as follows:
(1) Structure and on – site sewage system setbacks (in feet) from ordinary high water
level.
Table 11.36 – H: Structure and On – Site Sewage System Setbacks (ft)

Classes of Public Waters

Unsewered

Sewered

Sewage
Treatment
System

Natural Environment

150

150

150

Recreational Development

100

75

75

General Development

75

75

50

Structures

(2) Additional Structure Setback. The following additional structure setbacks apply
regardless of the classification of the waterbody.
Table 11.36 – I: Setbacks (ft)

250

Setback from:

Setback

top of bluff

30

right of way line of federal state, or
county highway

50

right of way line of town road, public

30 (except in P Zoning Districts, in
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street or other road or streets not
classified

which case it is 45 feet)

(3) Bluff Impact Zones. Structures and accessory facilities, except stairways and
landings, shall not be placed within bluff impact zones.
(4) Commercial Uses Without Water – Oriented Needs. Commercial uses without
water – oriented needs must be located on lots or parcels without public waters
frontage, or, if located on lots or parcels with public waters frontage, shall be
substantially screened from view from the water by vegetation or topography,
assuming summer, leaf – on conditions.
b. Design Criteria for Structures.
(1) High Water Elevations. The elevation of structures located on riparian lots shall
be regulated as follows:
(a) The lowest floor including basement shall be placed at least one (1) foot
above the 100 year flood level or, if such flood level has not been
established, the lowest floor including basement shall be placed three (3) feet
above the ordinary high water level; (note: most lakes in Mahtomedi have
established 100 year flood levels); and
(b) Water – oriented accessory structures may be the lowest floor placed lower
than the elevation determined in this item if the structure is constructed of
flood – resistant materials to the elevation, electrical and mechanical
equipment is placed above the elevation and, if long duration flooding is
anticipated, the structure is built to withstand ice action and wind – driven
waves and debris.
(2) Water – oriented Accessory Structures. Each lot may have one (1) water oriented
accessory structure not meeting the normal structure setback in Subpart E, 2 of
this ordinance if this water – oriented accessory structure complies with the
following provisions:
(a) The structure or facility shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height, exclusive of
safety rails, and cannot occupy an area greater than two hundred – fifty (250)
square feet. Detached decks shall not exceed eight (8) feet above at any
point;
(b) The setback of the structure or facility from the ordinary high water level
shall be at least ten (10) feet;
(c) The structure or facility shall be treated to reduce visibility as viewed from
public waters and adjacent shorelands by vegetation, topography, increased
setbacks or color, assuming summer, leaf – on conditions;
(d) The roof may be used as a deck with safety rails, but shall not be enclosed or
have a roof or canopy or used as a storage area;
(e) The structure or facility shall not be designed or used for human habitation
and shall not contain water supply or sewage treatment facilities; and
(f) As an alternative for general development and recreational development
waterbodies, water –oriented accessory structures used solely for watercraft
storage, and including storage of related boating and water – oriented
sporting equipment, may occupy an area up to four hundred (400) square feet
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provided the maximum width of the structure is twenty (20) feet as measured
parallel to the configuration of the shoreline.
(3) Stairways, Lifts, Walks, Trails and Landings. Stairways and lifts are the preferred
alternative to major topographic alterations for achieving access up and down
bluffs and steep slopes to shore areas. All accesses shall meet the following
design requirements:
(a) Stairways, walks, trails, and lifts shall not exceed four (4) feet in width on
residential lots. Six (6) foot stairways may be used for commercial
properties, public open – space recreational properties, and planned unit
development;
(b) Landings on residential lots shall not exceed thirty –two (32) square feet in
area. Landings larger than thirty-two (32) square feet may be used for
commercial properties, public open – space recreational properties, and
planned unit developments;
(c) Canopies or roofs are not allowed on stairways, lifts, or landings;
(d) Stairways, lifts, walks, trails, and landings shall be located in the most
visually inconspicuous portions of lots, as viewed from the surface of the
public water assuming summer, leaf – on conditions, whenever practical; and
(e) Facilities such as ramps, lifts, or mobility paths for persons with disabilities
are also allowed for achieving access to shore area, provided that the
dimensional and performance standards of items (1) to (5) above area
complied with in addition to the requirements of Minnesota Regulations,
Chapter 1340.
(4) Steep Slopes. The City Engineer shall evaluate possible soil erosion impacts and
development visibility from public waters before issuing a permit for
construction of sewage treatment systems, roads, driveways, structures, or other
improvements on steep slopes. When determined necessary, conditions shall be
attached to issued permits to prevent erosion and to preserve existing vegetation
screening of structures, vehicles, and other facilities as viewed from the surface
of public waters, assuming summer, leaf – on vegetation.
c. Height of Structures. All structures in residential districts, except churches and
nonresidential agricultural structures must not exceed twenty – five (25) feet in
height.
3. Shoreland Alterations. Alterations of vegetation and topography shall be regulated to
prevent erosion into public waters, fix nutrients, preserve shoreland aesthetics, preserve
historic values, prevent bank slumping, and protect fish and wildlife habitat.
a. Vegetation Alterations. Vegetation removal or alteration within shore and bluff
impact zones and on steep slopes over eighteen percent (18%) shall be subject to the
following standards:
(1) Clear – cutting trees and shrubs is prohibited.
(2) Limited clearing, pruning, and trimming of trees and shrubs to provide a view
from principal sites and to accommodate the placement of permitted stairways
and landings, access paths, beach and watercraft access areas and water –
oriented accessory structures or facilities may be permitted provided that:
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(a) Large openings in the overhead forest canopy are not created. The area of
post-cutting canopy coverage must be eighty percent (80%) or more of the
pre – cutting canopy coverage.
(b) The topping of trees is prohibited unless they are under overhead utility lines.
(c) The screening of structures, vehicles, or other facilities as viewed from the
water, assuming summer, leaf – on conditions, is not substantially reduced.
(3) The above provisions are not applicable to the removal of trees, limbs, or
branches that are dead, diseased, or pose safety hazards.
(4) The City may require that a landscape plan be submitted at the time of building
permit and / or plat approval to demonstrate compliance with the above
standards.
b. Topographic Alterations / Grading and Filling.
(1) Grading and filling and excavations necessary for the construction of structures,
sewage treatment systems, and driveways under validly issued construction
permits for these facilities do not require the issuance of a separate grading and
filling permit. However, the grading and filling standards in this Subdivision
shall be incorporated into the issuance of permits for construction of structures,
sewage treatment systems, and driveways. A grading and filling permit shall be
required for:
(a) The movement of more than ten (10) cubic yards of material.
(b) Land filling or grading in excess of one hundred (100) cubic yards shall
require a conditional use permit pursuant to Subdivision 8.21: Conditional
Use Permit.
(2) The following considerations and conditions shall be adhered to during the
issuance of construction permits, grading and filling permits, conditional use
permits, variance, and subdivision approvals:
(a) Alterations shall be designed and conducted in a manner that ensures only
the smallest amount of bare ground is exposed for the shortest time possible;
(b) Mulches or similar material shall be used, where necessary, for temporary
bare soil coverage, and a permanent vegetation cover must be established as
soon as possible;
(c) Methods to minimize soil erosion and to trap sediments before they reach
any surface water feature shall be used;
(d) Altered areas shall be stabilized to acceptable erosion control standards
consistent with the field office technical guides of the local soil and water
conservation districts and the United States Soil Conservation Service;
(e) Fill or excavated material shall not be placed in a manner that creates an
unstable slope;
(f) Plans to place fill or excavated material on steep slopes must be reviewed by
qualified professionals for continued slope stability and shall not create
finished slopes of thirty percent (30%) or greater;
(g) Fill or excavated material shall not be placed in bluff impact zones;
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(h) Any alterations below the ordinary high water level of public waters shall
first be authorized by the commissioner under Minnesota State Statutes,
Section 103G.005.
(i) Alterations of topography will only be allowed if they are accessory to
permitted or conditional uses and do not adversely affect adjacent or nearby
properties; and
(j) Placement of natural rock riprap, including associated grading of the
shoreline and placement of a filter blanket, is permitted if the finished slope
does not exceed three (3) feet horizontal to one foot vertical, the landward
extent of the riprap is within ten (10) feet of the ordinary high water level,
and the height of the riprap above the ordinary high water level does not
exceed three (3) feet.
(k) At the end of excavation or filling operations, the disturbed area shall be
restored with topsoil or other approved cover material and shall be reseeded
within one growing season with native indigenous vegetation.
4. Placement and Design of Roads, Driveways, and Parking Areas.
a. Public and private roads and parking areas shall be designed to take advantage of
natural vegetation and topography to achieve maximum screening from view and
public waters. Documentation shall be provided by a qualified individual that all
roads and parking areas are designed and constructed to minimize and control erosion
to public water conservation district, or other applicable technical materials.
b. Roads, driveways, and parking areas shall meet structure setbacks and shall not be
placed within bluff and shore impact zones, when other reasonable and feasible
placement alternatives exist.
c. Public and private watercraft access ramps, approach roads, and access – related
parking areas may be placed within shore impact zones provided the vegetative
screening and erosion control conditions of this Subpart are met. For private
facilities, the grading and filling provisions of Subdivision 10.1, H: Grading, Filling,
and / or Excavation of this Ordinance shall be met.
5. Stormwater Management.
a. All surface and underground drainage systems shall be installed to adequately
remove all natural drainage that accumulates on the developed property. All such
systems shall be in conformity to the City drainage plans and all piping shall provide
complete removal and permanent solution for the removal of drainage water.
b. When possible, existing natural drainageways, wetlands, and vegetated soil surfaces
shall be used to convey, store, filter, and retain stormwater runoff before discharge to
public waters.
c. Impervious surface coverage. Impervious surface coverage of lots shall not exceed
thirty-five percent (35%) of the area of lots existing on the date of adoption of this
ordinance, and twenty – five percent (25%) of the area of lots created thereafter. Such
maximum coverage may be calculated on an average lot coverage basis within the
shoreland of each protected water; but if averaged, impervious surface shall not
exceed sixty –five percent (65%) of any one lot.
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6. Controlled uses. Conditional uses allowable within shoreland areas shall be subject to
the review and approval procedures, and criteria and conditions for review of conditional
uses established community – wide.
a. Evaluation Criteria. Thorough evaluation of the waterbody and the topographic,
vegetation, and soils conditions on the site shall be made to ensure:
(1) The prevention of soil erosion or other possible pollution of public waters, both
during and after construction;
(2) The visibility of structures and other facilities as viewed from public waters is
limited.
(3) The site is adequate for water supply and on – site sewage treatment if
applicable; and
(4) The types, uses, and numbers of watercraft that the project will generate are
compatible in relation to the suitability of public waters to safely accommodate
these watercraft.
b. Conditions Attached to Conditional Use Permits. The City Council, upon
consideration of the criteria listed above and the purposes of this Ordinance, may
attach such conditions to the issuance of the conditional use permits as it deems
necessary to fulfill the purposes of this Ordinance and said conditions may be more
restrictive than this Ordinance.
7. Water Supply and Sewage Treatment.
a. Water Supply. Any public or private supply of water for domestic purposes shall
meet or exceed standards for water quality of the Minnesota Department of Health
and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
b. Sewage Treatment.
(1) Publicly – owned sewer systems shall be used where available.
(2) All private sewage treatment systems shall meet or exceed the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency’s standards for individual sewage treatment systems
contained in the document titled, ‘Individual Sewage Treatment Systems
Standards, Chapter 7080’, a copy of which is hereby adopted by reference and
declared to be a part of this Ordinance.
(3) All proposed sites for individual sewage treatment systems shall be evaluated in
accordance with the criteria in sub – items a – d below. If the determination of a
site’s suitability cannot be made with publicly available, existing information, it
shall then be the responsibility of the applicant to provide sufficient soil borings
and a percolation test from on –site field investigation.
Evaluation Criteria:
(a) Depth to the highest known or calculated ground water table or bedrock;
(b) Soil conditions, properties, and permeability;
(c) Slope;
(d) The existence of lowlands, local surface depressions, and rock outcrops.
F. Nonconformities. All legally established nonconformities as of the date of this Ordinance
may continue, but they will be managed according to applicable state statutes and other
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regulations of this community for the subjects of alterations and additions, repair after
damage, discontinuance of use, and intensification of use; except that the following standards
will also apply in shoreland area:
1. Construction on Nonconforming Lot of Record.
a. Lots of record in the office of the county recorder on the date of enactment of local
shoreland controls that do not meet the requirements of Subpart E, 1 of this
Ordinance may be allowed as building sites without variances from lot size
requirements provided the use is permitted in the zoning district and meets the
following criteria:
(1) All structure and septic system setback distance requirements can be met;
(2) A Type 1 sewage system consistent with Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7080, can be
installed or the lot is connected to a public sewer; and
(3) The impervious surface coverage does not exceed twenty- five percent (25%) of
the lot.
b. A variance from setback requirements shall be obtained before any use, sewage
treatment system, or building permit is issued for a lot. In evaluating the variance, the
City Council acting as the Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall consider sewage
treatment and water supply capabilities or constraints of the lot and shall deny the
variance if adequate facilities cannot be provided.
c. If, in a group of two or more undeveloped, vacant, and contiguous lots under
common ownership, any individual lot does not meet the requirements of Subpart E,
1 of this Ordinance, the lot shall be considered as a separate parcel of land for the
purposes of sale or development if it meets the following requirements:
(1) The lot must be at least sixty-six percent (66%) of the dimensional standard for
lot width and lot size for the shoreland classification consistent with Minnesota
Rules, Chapter 6120;
(2) The lot must be connected to public sewer, if available, or must be suitable for
the installation of a Type 1 sewage treatment system consistent with Minnesota
Rules, Chapter 7080, and the local government controls;
(3) Impervious surface coverage must not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of each
lot; and
(4) Development of the lot must be consistent with an adopted comprehensive plan.
d. A lot subject to paragraph (c) not meeting the requirements of paragraph (c) must be
combined with the one or more contiguous lots so they equal one or more
conforming lots as much as possible
e. Notwithstanding paragraph (c), contiguous nonconforming lots of record in shoreland
areas under common ownership must be able to be sold or purchased individually if
each lot contained a habitable residential dwelling at the time the lots came under
common ownership and the lots are suitable for, or served by, a sewage treatment
system consistent with the requirements of Minnesota Statutes Section 115.55 and
Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7080, or connected to a public sewer.
2. Additions / Expansions to Nonconforming Structures.
a. All additions or expansions to the outside dimensions, including decks, of an existing
nonconforming structure shall meet the setback, height, and other requirements of
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Subpart E of this Ordinance. Any deviation from these requirements shall be
authorized by variance pursuant to Subpart C, 3.
b. Except as otherwise provided by law, any nonconformity, including the lawful use or
occupation of land or premises existing at the time of the adoption of this Ordinance,
may be continued, including through repair, replacement, restoration, maintenance,
or improvement, but not including expansion, unless:
(1) The nonconformity or occupancy is discontinued for a period of more than one
(1) year; or
(2) Any nonconforming use is destroyed by fire or other peril to the extent of greater
than fifty percent (50%) of its estimated market value, as indicated in the records
of the county assessor at the time of damage, and no building permit has been
applied for within one hundred eighty (180) days of when the property is
damaged. When a nonconforming structure in the shoreland district with less
than fifty percent (50%) of the required setback from the water is destroyed by
fire or other peril to greater than fifty percent (50%) of its estimated market
value, as indicated in the records of the county assessor at the time of damage,
the structure setback may be increased if practicable and reasonable conditions
are placed upon a zoning or building permit to mitigate created impacts on the
adjacent property or water body.
3. Nonconforming Sewage Treatment Systems.
a. A sewage treatment system not meeting the requirements of this Ordinance shall be
upgraded, at a minimum, at any time a permit or variance of any type is required for
any improvement on, or use of the property. For the purposes of this provision, a
sewage treatment system shall not be considered nonconforming if the only
deficiency is the sewage treatment system’s improper setback from the ordinary high
water level.
b. The governing body of the City of Mahtomedi has by formal resolution notified the
Commissioner of its program to identify nonconforming sewage treatment systems.
The City of Mahtomedi will require upgrading or replacement of any nonconforming
system identified by this program within a reasonable period of time which will not
exceed two (2) years. Sewage systems installed according to all applicable local
shoreland management standards adopted under Minnesota Statutes, Section
103F.201, in effect at the time of installation may be considered as conforming
unless they are determined to be failing, except that systems using cesspools, or
systems with less oil treatment area separation above groundwater than required by
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Chapter 7080 for design of on – site
sewage treatment systems, shall be considered nonconforming.
c. After initial inspection for conformance, all on – site individual sewage treatment
systems shall be inspected annually for property operation. A system shall be
determined failing if it shows signs of surface discharge or seepage from a soil
treatment system to the ground surface, abandoned wells, bodies of surface water, or
into any rock or soil formation on the structure of which is not conducive to
purification by filtration or into any well or other excavation in the ground.
d. All properties that are found to have non – conforming on – site individual sewage
treatment systems shall be required to have their wells tested.
G. Planned Unit Developments (PUD’s).
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1. Site Suitable Area Evaluation. Proposed new or expansions to existing planned unit
development shall be evaluated using the following procedures and standards to
determine the suitable area for the dwelling unit density evaluation in Subpart G, 2
below.
a. The project parcel shall be divided into tiers by locating one or more lines
approximately parallel to a line that identifies the ordinary high water level at the
following intervals, proceeding landward:

Table 11.36 – J: Shoreland Tier Dimensions
Unsewered
(feet)

Sewered
(feet)

General Development Lakes First Tier

200

200

General Development Lakes Second and
Additional Tiers

267

200

Recreational Development

267

267

Natural Environment

400

320

b. The suitable area within each tier is next calculated by excluding from the tier area all
wetlands, bluffs, or land below the ordinary high water level of public waters. This
suitable area and the proposed project area then subjected to either the residential or
commercial planned unit development density evaluation steps to arrive at an
allowable number of dwelling units.
2. Residential and Commercial PUD Density Evaluation. The procedures for
determining the ‘base’ density of a PUD and density increase multipliers are as listed
below. Allowable densities may be transferred from any tier to any other tier further from
the waterbody, but shall not be transferred to any other tier closer.
a. Residential PUD ‘Base’ Density Evaluation. The suitable area within each tier is
divided by the single residential lot size standard, as zoned, for lakes. Proposed
locations and numbers of dwelling units for the residential planned unit developments
are then compared with the tier, density, and suitability analyses herein.
b.

Commercial PUD ‘Base’ Density Evaluation.
(1) Determine the average inside living area size of dwelling units within each tier,
including both existing and proposed units. Computation of inside living area
sizes need not include decks, patios, stoops, steps, garages, or porches and
basements, unless they are habitable space.
(2) Select the appropriate floor area ratio from the following table:
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Table 11.36 – K: Commercial Planned Unit Development
Floor Area Rations*
*Average unit floor
area (sq.ft.)

A

B

C

200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900
1000
1100
1200
1300
1400
1500

.040
.048
.056
.065
.072
.082
.091
.099
.108
.116
.125
.133
.142
.150

.020
.024
.028
.032
.038
.042
.046
.050
.054
.058
.064
.068
.072
.075

.010
.012
.014
.016
.019
.021
.023
.025
.027
.029
.032
.034
.036
.038

A=

Sewered general development lakes: first tier on unsewered general development
lakes
B = Second and additional tiers on unsewered general development lakes; recreational
development lakes
C = Natural environment lakes
*
For average unit floor area less than shown, use the floor area rations listed for 200
sq. ft. For areas greater than shown, use the ratios listed for 1,500 sq. ft.

(3) Multiply the suitable area within each tier by the floor area ratio to yield total
floor area for each tier allowed to be used for dwelling units.
(4) Divide the total floor area by tier computed in item (3) above by the average
inside living area size determined in item (1) above. This yields a base number of
dwelling units for each tier.
(5) Proposed locations and numbers of dwelling units for the commercial planned
unit development are then compared with the tier, density and suitability analysis
herein.
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c. Density Increase Multipliers.
(1) Increases to the dwelling unit base densities previously determined are allowable
if the dimensional standards in Subpart E of this Subdivision are met or
exceeded. The allowable density increases in item (2) below will only be allowed
if structure setbacks from the ordinary high water level are increased to at least
fifty percent (50%) greater than the minimum setback, or the impact on the
waterbody is reduced an equivalent amount through vegetative management,
topography, or additional means acceptable to the local unit of government and
the setback is at least twenty – five percent (25%) greater than the minimum
setback.
(2) Allowable Dwelling Unit Density Increases for Residential or Commercial
Planned Unit Developments:

Table 11.36 – L: Allowable Dwelling Increases for Residential
or Commercial Planned Unit Developments
Density Evaluation Tiers

Maximum Density Increase
within Each Tier (%)

First

50

Second

100

Third

200

Fourth

200

Fifth

200

3. Maintenance and Design Criteria.
a. Maintenance and Administration Requirements.
(1) Before final approval of a planned unit development, adequate provisions shall
be developed for preservation and maintenance in perpetuity of open spaces and
for the continued existence and functioning of the development.
(2) Uncontrolled beaching of watercraft prohibited.
b. Open Space Requirements.
(1) At least fifty percent (50%) of the total project area shall be preserved as open
space;
(2) Dwelling units, road rights – of – way, or land covered by road surfaces, parking
areas, or structures, except water – oriented accessory structures or facilities, are
developed areas and shall not be included in the computation of minimum open
space;
(3) Open space shall include area with physical characteristics unsuitable for
development in their natural state.
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(4) Open space may include outdoor recreational facilities for use by owners of
dwelling units by guests staying in commercial dwelling units, and by the general
public;
(5) Open space may include subsurface sewage treatment systems if the use of the
space is restricted to avoid adverse impacts on the systems.
(6) Open space shall not include commercial facilities or uses, but may contain water
– oriented accessory structures or facilities;
(7) The appearance of open space areas, including topography, vegetation, and
allowable uses, shall be preserved by use of restrictive deed covenants,
permanent easements; public dedications and acceptance, or other equally
effective permanent means; and
(8) The shore impact zone, based on normal structure setbacks, shall be included as
open space. For residential PUD’s at least fifty percent (50%) of the shore impact
zone area of new developments shall be preserved in its natural existing state. For
commercial PUD’s, at least fifty percent (50%) of the shore impact zone shall be
preserved in its natural state.
c. Erosion Control and Stormwater Management. Erosion control and stormwater
management plans shall be developed and the PUD shall be designed and constructed
to effectively manage reasonably expected quantities and qualities of stormwater
runoff. Impervious surface coverage within any tier shall not exceed twenty –five
percent (25%) of the tier area, except that for commercial PUD’s thirty – five percent
(35%) impervious surface coverage may be allowed in the first tier of general
development lakes with an approved stormwater management plan and consistency
with Subpart E (3) of this Subdivision.
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CHAPTER 15 - UTILITIES
15.01 ELECTRICAL FRANCHISE. (REPLACED IN ITS ENTIRETY 10-19-04)
SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.
For purposes of this Ordinance, the following capitalized terms listed in
alphabetical order shall have the following meanings:
City. City of Mahtomedi, County of Washington, State of Minnesota.
City Utility System. Facilities used for providing non-energy related public
utility service owned or operated by City or agency thereof, including sewer, storm
sewer, water service, and street lighting and traffic signals, but excluding facilities for
providing heating, lighting or other forms of energy.
Commission. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, or any successor
agency or agencies, including an agency of the federal government which preempts all or
part of the authority to regulate electric retail rates now vested in the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission.
Company. Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, d/b/a
Xcel Energy its successors and assigns.
Electric Facilities. Electric transmission and distribution towers, poles, lines,
guys, anchors, conduits, fixtures, and necessary appurtenances owned or operated by
Company for the purpose of providing electric energy for public or private use.
Notice. A written notice served by a party to the franchise agreement to which
this Ordinance pertains upon the other party to the franchise agreement referencing one
or more provisions of this Ordinance. Notice to Company shall be mailed to the General
Counsel, Suite 3000, 800 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402. Notice to City shall be
mailed to City Clerk, City Hall, 600 Stillwater Road, Mahtomedi, MN 55115. Either
party may change its respective address for the purpose of this Ordinance by written
notice to the other party.
Public Ground. Land owned by City for park, open space, or similar purposes,
which is held for use in common by the public.
Public Way. Any street, alley, walkway or other public right-of-way within City.
Statutory Reference. Any Minnesota Statute or Rule herein referred to shall be
understood to include that statute or rule as supplemented, amended, or, in case the
statute or rule is repealed or superseded, any successor statute or rule thereto.

Chapter 15 - 1

SECTION 2. ADOPTION OF FRANCHISE.
2.1 Grant of Franchise. City hereby grants Company, for a period of 20 years
from the date passed and approved by City, the right to transmit and furnish electric
energy for light, heat, power and other purposes for public and private use within and
through the limits of City as its boundaries now exist or as they may be extended in the
future. For these purposes, subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, Company may
construct, operate, repair and maintain Electric Facilities in, on, over, under and across
the Public Ways and Public Grounds of City. Company may do all reasonable things
necessary or customary to accomplish these purposes subject to such reasonable
regulations as may be imposed by City pursuant to the further provisions of this or other
lawful ordinance or statute.
2.2 Effective Date; Written Acceptance. This Ordinance shall be in force and
effect from and after its passage, its acceptance by Company, and its publication as
required by law. City, by Council resolution, may revoke this Ordinance if Company
does not file a written acceptance with City within 90 days after publication.
2.3 Exclusive Service Right. The area encompassed by this Ordinance shall be
governed by and subject to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes § 216B.40, as may be
amended from time to time.
2.4 Service and Rates. The service to be provided and the rates to be charged
by Company for electric service in City are subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission.
2.5 Publication Expense. The expense of publication of this Ordinance will be
paid by City and reimbursed to City by Company.
2.6 Dispute Resolution. If either party asserts that the other party is in default in
the performance of any obligation hereunder, the complaining party shall notify the other
party of the default and the desired remedy. The notification shall be written.
Representatives of the parties must promptly meet and attempt in good faith to negotiate
a resolution of the dispute. If the dispute is not resolved within 30 days of the written
notice, the parties may jointly select a mediator to facilitate further discussion. The
parties will equally share the fees and expenses of this mediator. If a mediator is not used
or if the parties are unable to resolve the dispute within 30 days after first meeting with
the selected mediator, either party may commence an action in District Court to interpret
and enforce this Ordinance or for such other relief as may be permitted by law or equity
for breach of contract, or either party may take any other action permitted by law.
2.7 Continuation of Ordinance. In the event that City and Company are unable
to agree on terms of a new Ordinance encompassing the agreement between the two
parties for the provision of electrical services, prior to the expiration of this Ordinance,
this Ordinance will remain in effect until a new Ordinance is agreed upon, or until 90
days after City or Company serves written Notice to the other Party of its intention to
allow the terms of the Ordinance to expire. However, in no event shall this Ordinance
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continue for more than one year after the expiration of the 20-year term set forth in
Section 2.1.
SECTION 3. LOCATION, OTHER REGULATIONS.
3.1 Location of Facilities. Electric Facilities shall be located, constructed and
maintained so as not to interfere with the safety and convenience of ordinary travel along
and over Public Ways and so as not to disrupt normal operation of any City Utility
System previously installed therein. Electric Facilities shall be located on Public Ground
as determined by the City. Company's construction, reconstruction, operation, repair,
maintenance and location of Electric Facilities shall be subject to permits, if required by
separate ordinance, and to other reasonable regulations of City to the extent not
inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance. Company may abandon underground
Electric Facilities in place, subject to the provisions of Minnesota Rule 7819.3300.
3.2 Underground Facilities. Company shall comply with Minnesota Statutes §
216D.
3.3 Street Openings. Company shall not open or disturb any Public Way or
Public Ground for any purpose without first having obtained a permit from City if
required by a separate ordinance, for which City may impose a reasonable fee. Permit
conditions imposed on Company shall not be more burdensome than those imposed on
other utilities for similar facilities or work. Company may, however, open and disturb
any Public Way or Public Ground without permission from City where an emergency
exists requiring the immediate repair of Electric Facilities. In such event Company shall
notify City by contacting, via telephone, the office designated by City as soon as
practicable. Not later than the second working day after so opening or disturbing a Public
Way or Public Ground, Company shall obtain any required permits and pay any required
fees.
3.4 Restoration. After undertaking any work requiring the opening of any
Public Way or Public Ground, Company shall restore the same, including paving and its
foundation, to as good a condition as formerly existed, and shall maintain any paved
surface in good condition for two years thereafter. The work shall be completed as
promptly as weather permits, and if Company shall not promptly perform and complete
the work, remove all dirt, rubbish, equipment and material, and put the Public Way or
Public Ground in the said condition, City shall have, after demand to Company to cure
and the passage of a reasonable period of time following the demand, but not to exceed
five days, the right to make the restoration at the expense of Company. Company shall
pay to City the cost of such work done for or performed by City. This remedy shall be in
addition to any other remedy available to City for noncompliance with this Section 3.4.
City hereby waives any requirement for Company to post a construction performance
bond, certificate of insurance, letter of credit or any other form of security or assurance
that may be required, under a separate, existing or future ordinance of City, of a person or
entity obtaining City's permission to install, replace or maintain facilities in a Public
Way.
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3.5 Avoid Damage to Electric Facilities. Nothing in this Ordinance relieves
any person or party from liability arising out of the failure to exercise reasonable care to
avoid damaging Electric Facilities while performing any activity. Nor does anything in
this Ordinance waive the tort limits as provided in Minnesota Statutes § 466.
3.6 Notice of Improvements. City must give Company reasonable notice of
plans for improvements to Public Way or Public Ground where City has reason to believe
that Electric Facilities may affect or be affected by the improvement. The notice must
contain: (i) the nature and character of the improvements, (ii) the Public Ways and Public
Ground upon which the improvements are to be made, (iii) the extent of the
improvements, (iv) the time when City will start work on the Public Way or Public
Ground, and (v) if more than one Public Way or Public Ground is involved, the order in
which the work is to proceed. The notice must be given to Company a sufficient length
of time in advance of the actual commencement of the work to permit Company to make
any necessary additions, alterations or repairs to its Electric Facilities.
3.7 Shared Use of Poles. Company shall make space available on its poles or
towers for City fire, water utility, police or other City facilities whenever such use will
not interfere with the use of such poles or towers by Company, by another electric utility,
by a telephone utility, or by any cable television company or other form of
communication company. City shall pay for any added cost incurred by Company
because of such use by City.
SECTION 4. RELOCATIONS.
4.1 Relocation of Electric Facilities in Public Ways. If City determines to
vacate a Public Way for a City improvement project; or at City's cost, to grade, regrade,
or change the line of any Public Way; construct or reconstruct any City Utility System in
any Public Way; or for any purpose as listed in Minnesota Rule 7819.3100, subd. 1,
Company shall relocate its Electric Facilities located therein if relocation is reasonably
necessary to accomplish City's proposed public improvement. Except as provided in
Section 4.3, and in Minnesota Rule 7819.3100, subp. 1 and subp. 2, Company shall
relocate its Electric Facilities at its own expense. City shall give Company reasonable
notice of plans to vacate for any of the purposes listed in this Section 4.1. If a relocation
is ordered within five years of a prior relocation of the same Electric Facilities, made at
Company's expense, City shall reimburse Company for non-betterment costs on a time
and material basis, provided that if a subsequent relocation is required because of the
extension of a City Utility System to a previously unserved area, Company may be
required to make the subsequent relocation at its expense. Nothing in this Ordinance
requires Company to relocate, remove, replace or reconstruct at its own expense its
Electric Facilities where such relocation, removal, replacement or reconstruction is solely
for the convenience of City and is not reasonably necessary for one of the purposes
previously mentioned in this Section.

Chapter 15 - 4

4.2 Relocation of Electric Facilities in Public Ground. City may require
Company, at Company's expense, to relocate or remove its Electric Facilities from Public
Ground upon a finding by City that the Electric Facilities have become or will become a
substantial impairment to the existing or proposed public use of the Public Ground.
4.3 Projects with Federal Funding. Relocation, removal, or rearrangement of
any Electric Facilities made necessary because of the extension into or through City of a
federally-aided highway project shall be governed by the provisions of Minnesota
Statutes § 161.46. It is understood that the right herein granted to Company is a valuable
right. City shall not order Company to remove or relocate its Electric Facilities when a
Public Way is vacated, improved or realigned because of a renewal or a redevelopment
plan which is financially subsidized in whole or in part by the Federal Government or any
agency thereof, unless the reasonable non-betterment costs of such relocation and the loss
and expense properly attributable thereto are paid to the Company, pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes § 161.46. City, however, need not pay to Company those costs and expenses for
which reimbursement to City as designated by the state and/or federal body or bodies is
not available.
4.4 No Waiver. The provisions of this Ordinance apply only to facilities
constructed in reliance on an electrical franchise from City and shall not be construed to
waive or modify any rights obtained by Company for installations within a Company
right-of-way acquired by easement or prescriptive right before the applicable Public Way
or Public Ground was established, or Company's rights under state or county permit.
SECTION 5. TREE TRIMMING.
Company may trim all trees and shrubs in the Public Ways and Public Grounds of
City to the extent Company finds necessary to avoid interference with the proper
construction, operation, repair and maintenance of any Electric Facilities installed, or
maintained hereunder, provided that Company shall save City harmless from any liability
arising therefrom, and subject to permit or other reasonable regulation by City.
SECTION 6. INDEMNIFICATION.
6.1 Indemnification of City. Company shall indemnify, keep and hold City free
and harmless from any and all liability on account of injury to persons or damage to
property occasioned by the construction, maintenance, repair, inspection, the issuance of
permits, or the operation of the Electric Facilities located in the Public Ways and Public
Grounds. City shall not be indemnified for losses or claims occasioned through its own
negligence except for losses or claims arising out of or alleging City's negligence as to
the issuance of permits for, or inspection of, Company's plans or work. City shall not be
indemnified if the injury or damage results from the performance in a proper manner of
acts reasonably deemed hazardous by Company, and such performance is nevertheless
ordered or directed by City after notice of Company's determination.
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6.2 Defense of City. In the event a suit is brought against City under
circumstances where this agreement to indemnify applies, Company, at its sole cost and
expense, shall defend City in such suit if written notice thereof is promptly given to
Company within a period wherein Company is not prejudiced by lack of such notice. If
Company is required to indemnify and defend, it will thereafter have control of such
litigation, but Company may not settle such litigation without the consent of City. Such
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. This Section is not, as to third parties, a
waiver of any defense or immunity otherwise available to City. Company, in defending
any action on behalf of City, shall be entitled to assert in any action every defense or
immunity that City could assert in its own behalf. Nothing in this Ordinance shall
constitute a waiver by City of any of its defenses of immunity or limitations on liability
under Minnesota Statutes § 466.
SECTION 7. VACATION OF PUBLIC WAYS.
City shall give Company at least two weeks prior written notice of a proposed
vacation of a Public Way. Except where required for a City improvement project, the
vacation of any public way, after the installation of electric facilities, shall not operate to
deprive Company of its rights to operate and maintain such electric facilities until the
reasonable cost of relocating the same and the loss and expense resulting from such
relocation are first paid to Company. In no case, however, shall City be liable to
Company for failure to specifically preserve a right-of-way under Minnesota Statutes §
160.29.
SECTION 8. CHANGE IN FORM OF GOVERNMENT.
Any change in the form of government of City shall not affect the validity of this
Ordinance. Any governmental unit succeeding City shall, without the consent of
Company, succeed to all of the rights and obligations of City provided in this Ordinance.
SECTION 9. FRANCHISE FEE.
9.1 Fee Schedule. During the term of this Ordinance, and in lieu of any permit
or other fees being imposed on Company, City may impose on Company a franchise fee
by collecting the amounts indicated in a Fee Schedule set forth in a separate ordinance
from each customer in the designated Company Customer Class. The parties have agreed
that the franchise fee collected by the Company and paid to City in accordance with
Section 9 shall be, initially set at the following amounts:
Class
Fee Per Premise Per Month
Residential
$ 1.30
Sm C & I – Non-Dem
$ 1.38
Sm C & I – Demand
$ 14.40
Large C & I
$ 110.28
Public Street Ltg
$ 12.71
Muni Pumping –N/D
$ 00.63
Muni Pumping – Dem
$ 14.84
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9.2 Franchise Fee Adjustment. City may, from time to time, increase or
decrease the amount of the franchise fee charged to Company. However, the total
franchise fee shall not exceed three percent (3 %) of the total Company Electric Revenue
billed by Company for the previous year, to the various Customer Classes. Each account
in each respective Customer Class shall be billed for this franchise fee no more than that
account's proportional share of the total amount billed by Company for that Class, not to
exceed three percent (3 %), of the total amount billed by Company for that respective
class, for the previous year. The franchise fee may be changed, in any event, only by
separate ordinance. Notice of any such change shall meet the notice requirements as
defined in Section 1, above, and a change in the franchise-fee rates shall occur no more
often than once annually. No such increase shall be implemented, and/or become
effective, sooner than 60 days, nor later than 90 days, from the date upon which City
provides notice of the proposed increase.
9.3 Separate Ordinance. The franchise fee shall be imposed by a separate
ordinance duly adopted by the City Council, which ordinance shall not be adopted until at
least 60 days after written notice enclosing such proposed ordinance has been served
upon Company by certified mail. The fee shall not become effective until at least 60
days after written notice enclosing such adopted ordinance has been served upon
Company by certified mail. Section 2.6 shall constitute the sole remedy for solving
disputes between Company and City in regard to the interpretation of, or enforcement of,
the separate ordinance. No action by City to implement a separate ordinance, as
contemplated by this Section, will commence until this Ordinance is effective. A
separate ordinance which imposes a lesser franchise fee on the residential class of
customers than the maximum amount set forth in Section 9.2 above shall not be effective
against Company unless the fee imposed on each other customer classification is reduced
proportionately in the same or greater amount per class as the reduction represented by
the lesser fee on the residential class.
9.4 Terms Defined. For the purpose of Section 9, the following definitions
apply:
9.4.1 "Customer Class" shall refer to the classes listed on the Fee
Schedule and as defined or determined in Company's electric tariffs on file with
the Commission.
9.4.2 "Fee Schedule" refers to the schedule in Section 9.1 setting forth the
various customer classes from which a franchise fee would be collected if a
separate ordinance providing for such were implemented after the effective date
of this Ordinance. The Fee Schedule in the separate ordinance may include new
Customer Classes added by Company to its electric tariffs after the effective date
of this Ordinance.
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9.4.3 "Company Electric Revenue" shall refer to the total amount
collectively billed by Company to its various customer classes for electric
services.
9.5 Collection of the Fee. The franchise fee shall be payable quarterly as
follows:
January - March payment due by April 30.
April - June payment due by July 31.
July - September payment due by October 31.
October - December payment due by January 31.
Billings shall be based on the amount billed by Company during complete billing
months during the period for which payment is to be made by imposing a surcharge equal
to the designated franchise fee for the applicable Customer Class in all customer billings
for electric service in each class. The payment shall be due the last business day of the
month following the period for which the payment is made, as illustrated above. The
time and manner of collecting the franchise fee is subject to the approval of the
Commission. No franchise fee shall be payable by Company if Company is legally
unable to first collect an amount equal to the franchise fee from its customers in each
applicable class of customers by imposing a surcharge in Company's applicable rates for
electric service. Company shall pay City the fee based upon the surcharge billed subject
to subsequent reductions to account for uncollectibles, refunds, and correction of
erroneous billings. Company agrees to make its records available for inspection by City
upon reasonable request, and City and its designated representative agree in writing not to
disclose any information which would indicate the amount paid by any identifiable
customer or customers or any other information regarding identified customers. In
addition, Company agrees to provide, at the time of each payment, a statement
summarizing how the franchise-fee payment was determined, including information
showing any adjustments to the total surcharge billed in the period for which the payment
is being made to account for any uncollectibles, refunds, or error corrections.
9.6 Equivalent Fee Requirement. The separate ordinance imposing the fee
shall not be effective against Company unless it lawfully imposes and City, monthly or
more frequently, collects a fee or tax of the "same or greater equivalent amount" on the
receipts from sales of energy within City by any other energy supplier, provided that, as
to such a supplier, City has the authority to require a franchise fee or to impose a tax.
The "same or greater equivalent amount" shall be measured, if practicable, by comparing
amounts collected as a franchise fee from each similar customer, or by comparing, as to
similar customers, the percentage of the annual bill represented by the amount collected
for franchise-fee purposes. The franchise fee or tax shall be applicable to energy sales
for any energy use related to heating, cooling, lighting, or to run machinery and
appliances, but shall not apply to energy sales for the purpose of providing fuel for
vehicles. If Company specifically consents in writing to a franchise or separate
ordinance collecting or failing to collect a fee from another energy supplier in

Chapter 15 - 8

contravention of Section 9.6, the foregoing conditions will be waived to the extent of
such written consent.
SECTION 10. PROVISIONS OF ORDINANCE.
10.1 Severability. Every section, provision, or part of this Ordinance is declared
separate from every other section, provision, or part; and if any section, provision, or part
shall be held invalid, it shall not affect any other section, provision, or part. Where a
provision of any other of City's ordinances conflicts with the provisions of this
Ordinance, the provisions of this Ordinance shall prevail.
10.2 Limitation on Applicability. This Ordinance constitutes a franchise
agreement between City and Company as the only parties thereto and no provision of this
Ordinance shall in any way inure to the benefit of any third person or party (including the
public at large) so as to constitute any such person or party as a third-party beneficiary of
the Ordinance or of any one or more of the terms hereof, or otherwise give rise to any
cause of action in any person or party not a party hereto.
SECTION 11. AMENDMENT PROCEDURE.
Either City or Company may, at any time, propose that this Ordinance be
amended to address a subject of concern and the other party shall consider whether it
agrees that a proposed amendment is mutually appropriate. If an amendment is agreed
upon, this Ordinance may be amended at any time by City's passage of a subsequent
ordinance declaring the provisions of the amendment, which amendatory ordinance shall
become effective upon the filing of Company's written consent thereto with the City
Clerk within 90 days after the date of final passage and publication, if require, by City of
the amendatory ordinance.
SECTION 12. PREVIOUS FRANCHISES SUPERSEDED.
This Ordinance supersedes any previous electric franchise ordinance or agreement
granting any electric franchise rights to Company or its predecessor.
SECTION 13. WRITTEN ACCEPTANCE.
Company shall, if it accepts this Ordinance and the rights and obligations hereby
granted, file a written acceptance hereof with the City Clerk after the final passage and
any required publication of this Ordinance. City, by Council resolution, may revoke this
Ordinance and the franchise thereby granted if Company does not file a written
acceptance thereof within 90 days following any required publication. (REPLACED IN
ITS ENTIRETY 10-19-04)
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15.011 ELECTRIC FRANCHISE FEE IMPLEMENTATION
SECTION 1. ELECTRIC FRANCHISE FEE.
1.1
The Mahtomedi City Council has determined that it is in the best interest
of the City to impose a franchise fee on those public-utility companies that
provide electric services within the City of Mahtomedi.
1.2
Pursuant to City of Mahtomedi Legislative Code, Chapter 15, Section
15.01, a Franchise Agreement between the City and Northern States Power
Company, d/b/a Xcel Energy, the City has the right to impose a franchise fee on
Xcel Energy in amounts as set forth in Section 9.1 of said Chapter 15, Section
15.01, and in the fee schedule attached hereto as Exhibit A.
SECTION 2. FRANCHISE FEE STATEMENT. A franchise fee is hereby imposed
on Xcel Energy under its Electric Franchise in accordance with Section 9 of City of
Mahtomedi Legislative Code, Chapter 15, Section 15.01, and the fee schedule attached
hereto as Exhibit A, and made a part of this Ordinance, commencing with the Xcel
Energy’s January, 2005, billing month.
2.1
This fee is an account-based fee on each premise and not a meter-based
fee. In the event that an entity subject to this Ordinance has more than one meter
at a single premise, but only one account, only one fee shall be assessed to that
account. If a premise has two or more meters which are billed at different rates,
the Company may have an account for each rate classification, which will result
in more than one franchise-fee assessment for electric service to that premise. If
the Company combines the rate classifications into a single account, the franchise
fee assessed to the account will be the largest franchise fee applicable to a single
rate classification for energy delivered to that premise. In the event any entity
covered by this Ordinance has more than one premise, each premise (address)
shall be subject to the appropriate fee. In the event a question arises as to the
proper fee amount for any premise, the Company’s manner of billing for energy
used at all similar premises in the City will control.
SECTION 3. PAYMENT. The said franchise fee shall be payable to the City in
accordance with the terms set forth in Section 9.5 of City of Mahtomedi Legislative
Code, Chapter 15, Section 15.01.
SECTION 4. SURCHARGE. The City recognizes that the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission allows the utility company to add a surcharge to customer rates to reimburse
such utility company for the cost of the fee and that Xcel Energy will surcharge its
customers in the City the amount of the fee.
SECTION 5. RECORD SUPPORT FOR PAYMENT. Xcel Energy shall make each
payment when due and, if requested by the City, shall provide at the time of each
payment a statement summarizing how the franchise fee payment was determined,
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including information showing any adjustments to the total surcharge billed in the period
for which the payment is being made to account for any uncollectibles, refunds or error
corrections.
SECTION 6. ENFORCEMENT. Any dispute, including enforcement of a default
regarding this Ordinance will be resolved in accordance with Section 2.6 of City of
Mahtomedi Legislative Code, Chapter 15, Section 15.01.
SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE OF FRANCHISE FEE. Notwithstanding the
effective date of this Ordinance and notwithstanding any contrary provisions in City of
Mahtomedi Legislative Code, Chapter 15, Section 15.01, the effective date of the fee
collected under Section 2 of this Ordinance is the latter of ten (10) days after the
publication of this Ordinance or after the sending of written notice enclosing a copy of
this adopted Ordinance upon Xcel Energy by certified mail. It has been agreed to in
advance by Xcel Energy’s representatives that Xcel Energy will abide by the provisions
of this Section 7, provided that, fee collection will not commence before the latter of the
Company billing month set forth in Section 2 or the first billing month commencing 20
days after the foregoing effective date of the franchise fee. (ENACTED 10-19-04)
EXHIBIT A
XCEL ENERGY ELECTRIC FRANCHISE
FEE SCHEDULE
Class
Fee Per Premise Per Month
Residential
$ 1.30
Sm C & I – Non-Dem
$ 1.38
Sm C & I – Demand
$ 14.40
Large C & I
$ 110.28
Public Street Ltg
$ 12.71
Muni Pumping –N/D
$ 00.63
MuniPumping – Dem
$ 14.84
15.02 GAS FRANCHISE. (REPLACED IN ITS ENTIRETY 10-14-04)
SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.
For purposes of this Ordinance, the following capitalized terms listed in alphabetical
order shall have the following meanings:
City. City of Mahtomedi, County of Washington, State of Minnesota.
City Utility System. Facilities used for providing non-energy related public utility
service owned or operated by City or agency thereof, including sewer, storm sewer, water
service, and street lighting and traffic signals, but excluding facilities for providing heating,
lighting or other forms of energy.
Commission. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, or any successor agency
or agencies, including an agency of the federal government which preempts all or part of the
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authority to regulate gas retail rates now vested in the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission.
Company. Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, d/b/a Xcel
Energy its successors and assigns.
Gas. “Gas” as used herein shall be held to include natural gas, manufactured gas, or
other form of gaseous energy.
Gas Facilities. Pipes, mains, regulators, and other facilities owned or operated by
Company for the purpose of providing gas service for public or private use.
Notice. A written notice served by a party to the franchise agreement to which
this Ordinance pertains upon the other party to the franchise agreement referencing one
or more provisions of this Ordinance. Notice to Company shall be mailed to the General
Counsel, Suite 3000, 800 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402. Notice to City shall be
mailed to City Clerk, City Hall, 600 Stillwater Road, Mahtomedi, MN 55115. Either
party may change its respective address for the purpose of this Ordinance by written
notice to the other party.
Public Ground. Land owned by City for park, open space, or similar purposes,
which is held for use in common by the public.
Public Way. Any street, alley, walkway or other public right-of-way within City.
Statutory Reference. Any Minnesota Statute or Rule herein referred to shall be
understood to include that statute or rule as supplemented, amended, or, in case the statute or
rule is repealed or superseded, any successor statute or rule thereto.
SECTION 2. ADOPTION OF FRANCHISE.
2.1
Grant of Franchise. City hereby grants Company, for a period of 20 years
from the date passed and approved by the City, the right to transmit and furnish Gas for
light, heat, power and other purposes for public and private use within and through the limits
of City as its boundaries now exist or as they may be extended in the future. For these
purposes, subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, Company may construct, operate,
repair and maintain Gas Facilities in, on, over, under and across the Public Ways and Public
Grounds of City. Company may do all reasonable things necessary or customary to
accomplish these purposes, subject, however, to such reasonable regulations as may be
imposed by City pursuant to the further provisions of this or other lawful ordinance or
statute.
2.2
Effective Date; Written Acceptance. This Ordinance shall be in force and
effect from and after its passage, its acceptance by Company, and its publication as required
by law. City, by Council resolution, may revoke this Ordinance if Company does not file a
written acceptance with City within 90 days after publication.
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2.3
Service and Rates. The service to be provided and the rates to be charged
by Company for Gas service in City are subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission.
2.4
Publication Expense. The expense of publication of this Ordinance will be
paid by City and reimbursed to City by Company.
2.5
Dispute Resolution. If either party asserts that the other party is in default
in the performance of any obligation hereunder, the complaining party shall notify the other
party of the default and the desired remedy. The notification shall be written.
Representatives of the parties must promptly meet and attempt in good faith to negotiate a
resolution of the dispute. If the dispute is not resolved within 30 days of the written notice,
the parties may jointly select a mediator to facilitate further discussion. The parties will
equally share the fees and expenses of this mediator. If a mediator is not used or if the
parties are unable to resolve the dispute within 30 days after first meeting with the selected
mediator, either party may commence an action in District Court to interpret and enforce
this Ordinance or for such other relief as may be permitted by law or equity for breach of
contract, or either party may take any other action permitted by law.
2.6
Continuation of Ordinance. In the event that City and Company are
unable to agree on terms of a new Ordinance encompassing the agreement between the two
parties for the provision of gas services, prior to the expiration of this Ordinance, this
Ordinance will remain in effect until a new Ordinance is agreed upon, or until 90 days after
City or Company serves written Notice to the other Party of its intention to allow the terms
of the Ordinance to expire. However, in no event shall this Ordinance continue for more
than one year after the expiration of the 20-year term set forth in Section 2.1.
SECTION 3. LOCATION, OTHER REGULATIONS.
3.1
Location of Facilities. Gas Facilities shall be located, constructed and
maintained so as not to interfere with the safety and convenience of ordinary travel along
and over Public Ways and so as not to disrupt normal operation of any City Utility System
previously installed therein. Gas Facilities shall be located on Public Ground as defined in
Section 1 of this Ordinance. Company's construction, reconstruction, operation, repair,
maintenance and location of Gas Facilities shall be subject to permits, if required by separate
ordinance, and to other reasonable regulations of City to the extent not inconsistent with the
terms of this Ordinance. Company may abandon underground Gas Facilities in place,
subject to the provisions of Minnesota Rule 7819.3300.
3.2
§ 216D.

Underground Facilities. Company shall comply with Minnesota Statutes

3.3
Street Openings. Company shall not open or disturb any Public Way or
Public Ground for any purpose without first having obtained a permit from City if required
by a separate ordinance, for which City may impose a reasonable fee. Permit conditions
imposed on Company shall not be more burdensome than those imposed on other utilities
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for similar facilities or work. Company may, however, open and disturb any Public Way or
Public Ground without permission from City where an emergency as defined in Minnesota
Statutes § 216D.01, subd. 3, exists requiring the immediate repair of Gas Facilities. In such
event Company shall notify City by contacting, via telephone, the office designated by City
as soon as practicable. Not later than the second working day after so opening or disturbing
a Public Way or Public Ground, Company shall obtain any required permits and pay any
required fees.
3.4
Restoration. After undertaking any work requiring the opening of any
Public Way or Public Ground, Company shall restore the same, including paving and its
foundation, to as good a condition as formerly existed, and shall maintain any paved surface
in good condition for two years thereafter. The work shall be completed as promptly as
weather permits, and if Company shall not promptly perform and complete the work,
remove all dirt, rubbish, equipment and material, and put the Public Way or Public Ground
in the said condition, City shall have, after demand to Company to cure and the passage of a
reasonable period of time following the demand, but not to exceed five days, the right to
make the restoration at the expense of Company. Company shall pay to City the cost of
such work done for or performed by City. This remedy shall be in addition to any other
remedy available to City for noncompliance with this Section 3.4. City hereby waives any
requirement for Company to post a construction performance bond, certificate of insurance,
letter of credit or any other form of security or assurance that may be required, under a
separate, existing or future ordinance of City, of a person or entity obtaining City’s
permission to install, replace or maintain facilities in a Public Way.
3.5
Avoid Damage to Gas Facilities. Nothing in this Ordinance relieves any
person or party from liability arising out of the failure to exercise reasonable care to avoid
damaging Gas Facilities while performing any activity. Nor does anything in this Ordinance
waive the tort limits as provided in Minnesota Statutes § 466.
3.6
Notice of Improvements. City must give Company reasonable notice of
plans for improvements to Public Way or Public Ground where City has reason to believe
that Gas Facilities may affect or be affected by the improvement. The notice must contain:
(i) the nature and character of the improvements, (ii) the Public Ways and Public Ground
upon which the improvements are to be made, (iii) the extent of the improvements, (iv) the
time when City will start work on the Public Way or Public Ground, and (v) if more than
one Public Way or Public Ground is involved, the order in which the work is to proceed.
The notice must be given to Company a sufficient length of time in advance of the actual
commencement of the work to permit Company to make any necessary additions, alterations
or repairs to its Gas Facilities.
SECTION 4. RELOCATIONS.
4.1
Relocation of Gas Facilities in Public Ways. If City determines to vacate a
Public Way for a City improvement project; or at City’s cost, to grade, regrade, or change
the line of any Public Way; construct or reconstruct any City Utility System in any Public
Way; or for any purpose as listed in Minnesota Rule 7819.3100, subp. 1, Company shall
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relocate its Gas Facilities located therein if relocation is reasonably necessary to accomplish
City’s proposed public improvement. Except as provided in Section 4.3, and in Minnesota
Rule 7819.3100, subp. 2, Company shall relocate its Gas Facilities at its own expense. City
shall give Company reasonable notice of plans to vacate for any of the purposes listed in this
Section 4.1. If a relocation is ordered within five years of a prior relocation of the same Gas
Facilities, made at Company’s expense, City shall reimburse Company for non-betterment
costs on a time and material basis, provided that if a subsequent relocation is required
because of the extension of a City Utility System to a previously unserved area, Company
may be required to make the subsequent relocation at its expense. Nothing in this
Ordinance requires Company to relocate, remove, replace or reconstruct at its own expense
its Gas Facilities where such relocation, removal, replacement or reconstruction is solely for
the convenience of City and is not reasonably necessary for one of the purposes previously
mentioned in this Section.
4.2
Relocation of Gas Facilities in Public Ground. City may require
Company, at Company’s expense, to relocate or remove its Gas Facilities from Public
Ground upon a finding by City that the Gas Facilities have become or will become a
substantial impairment to the existing or proposed public use of the Public Ground.
Relocation shall comply with applicable city rules and ordinances consistent with law.
4.3
Projects with Federal Funding. Relocation, removal, or rearrangement of
any Gas Facilities made necessary because of the extension into or through City of a
federally-aided highway project shall be governed by the provisions of Minnesota Statutes
§ 161.46. It is understood that the right herein granted to Company is a valuable right. City
shall not order Company to remove or relocate its Gas Facilities when a Public Way is
vacated, improved or realigned because of a renewal or a redevelopment plan which is
financially subsidized in whole or in part by the Federal Government or any agency thereof,
without paying the reasonable non-betterment costs of such relocation and reimbursing
Company for the loss and expense properly attributable thereto. City, however, need not
pay to Company those costs and expenses for which reimbursement to City, from the
Federal Government, is not available.
4.4
No Waiver. The provisions of this Ordinance apply only to facilities
constructed in reliance on a gas franchise from City and shall not be construed to waive or
modify any rights obtained by Company for installations within a Company right-of-way
acquired by easement or prescriptive right before the applicable Public Way or Public
Ground was established, or Company's rights under state or county permit.
SECTION 5. TREE TRIMMING.
Company may trim all trees and shrubs in the Public Ways and Public Grounds of
City to the extent Company finds necessary to avoid interference with the proper
construction, operation, repair and maintenance of any Gas Facilities installed, or
maintained hereunder, provided that Company shall save City harmless from any liability
arising therefrom, and subject to permit or other reasonable regulation by City.

Chapter 15 - 15

SECTION 6. INDEMNIFICATION.
6.1
Indemnification of City. Company shall indemnify, keep and hold City
free and harmless from any and all liability on account of injury to persons or damage to
property occasioned by the construction, maintenance, repair, inspection, the issuance of
permits, or the operation of the Gas Facilities located in the Public Ways and Public
Grounds. City shall not be indemnified for losses or claims occasioned through its own
negligence except for losses or claims arising out of or alleging City's negligence as to the
issuance of permits for, or inspection of, Company's plans or work. City shall not be
indemnified if the injury or damage results from the performance in a proper manner of acts
reasonably deemed hazardous by Company, and such performance is nevertheless ordered
or directed by City after notice of Company's determination.
6.2
Defense of City. In the event a suit is brought against City under
circumstances where this agreement to indemnify applies, Company, at its sole cost and
expense, shall defend City in such suit if written notice thereof is promptly given to
Company within a period wherein Company is not prejudiced by lack of such notice. If
Company is required to indemnify and defend, it will thereafter have control of such
litigation, but Company may not settle such litigation without the consent of City. Such
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. This Section is not, as to third parties, a waiver
of any defense or immunity otherwise available to City. Company, in defending any action
on behalf of City, shall be entitled to assert in any action every defense or immunity that
City could assert in its own behalf. Nothing in this Ordinance shall constitute a waiver by
City of any of its defenses of immunity or limitations on liability under Minnesota Statutes
§ 466.
SECTION 7. VACATION OF PUBLIC WAYS.
City shall give Company at least two weeks prior written notice of a proposed
vacation of a Public Way. Otherwise, vacation of a Public Way under this Ordinance shall
be governed by the provisions of Minnesota Rule 7819.3200. In no case, however, shall
City be liable to Company for failure to specifically preserve a right-of-way under
Minnesota Statutes § 160.29.
SECTION 8. CHANGE IN FORM OF GOVERNMENT.
Any change in the form of government of City shall not affect the validity of this
Ordinance. Any governmental unit succeeding City shall, without the consent of Company,
succeed to all of the rights and obligations of City provided in this Ordinance.
SECTION 9. FRANCHISE FEE.
9.1
Fee Schedule. During the term of this Ordinance, and in lieu of any
permit or other fees being imposed on Company, City may impose on Company a
franchise fee by collecting the amounts indicated in a Fee Schedule set forth in a separate
ordinance from each customer in the designated company customer classes. The parties
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have agreed that initially, there shall be no franchise fee collected by the Company and
paid to City. However, City reserves the right to impose such a franchise fee, as provided
in this Section 9, by passage of a separate ordinance so enacting a franchise fee, pursuant
to the terms of this Ordinance.
9.2
Initial Franchise Fee. Upon passage of an ordinance imposing a
franchise fee pursuant to this Ordinance, the initial franchise fee shall not exceed three
percent (3%) of the total amount of Company Gas Revenue billed by Company to the
various customer classes.
9.3
Franchise Fee Adjustment. City may, from time to time, increase or
decrease the amount of the franchise fee charged to Company. However, the total
franchise fee shall not exceed three percent (3 %) of the total Company Gas Revenue billed
by Company for the previous year, to the various Customer Classes. Each account in each
respective Customer Class shall be billed for this franchise fee no more than that account’s
proportional share of the total amount billed by Company for that Class, not to exceed three
percent (3 %), of the total amount billed by Company for that respective class, for the
previous year. The franchise fee may be changed, in any event, only by separate ordinance.
Notice of any such change shall meet the notice requirements as defined in Section 1, above,
and a change in franchise-fee rates shall occur no more often than once annually. No such
increase shall be implemented, and/or become effective, sooner than 60 days, nor later than
90 days, from the date upon which City provides notice of the proposed increase.
9.4
Separate Ordinance. The franchise fee shall be imposed by a separate
ordinance duly adopted by the City Council, which ordinance shall not be adopted until at
least 60 days after written notice enclosing such proposed ordinance has been served
upon Company by certified mail. The fee shall not become effective until at least 60
days after written notice enclosing such adopted ordinance has been served upon
Company by certified mail. Section 2.6 shall constitute the sole remedy for solving
disputes between Company and City in regard to the interpretation of, or enforcement of,
the separate ordinance. No action by City to implement a separate ordinance, as
contemplated by this Section, will commence until this Ordinance is effective. A
separate ordinance which imposes a lesser franchise fee on the residential class of
customers than the maximum amount set forth in Section 9.3 above shall not be effective
against Company unless the fee imposed on each other customer classification is reduced
proportionately in the same or greater amount per class as the reduction represented by
the lesser fee on the residential class.
9.5

Terms Defined. For the purpose of Section 9, the following definitions

apply:
9.5.1 “Customer Class” shall refer to the various classes of customers as
determined for billing by Company and as defined or determined in Company’s gas
tariffs on file with the Commission.
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9.5.2 “Company Gas Revenue” shall refer to the total amount collectively
billed by Company to its various customer classes for gas services.
9.6
follows:

Collection of the Fee. The franchise fee shall be payable quarterly as
January – March payment due by April 30.
April – June payment due by July 31.
July – September payment due by October 31.
October – December payment due by January 31.

Billings shall be based on the amount billed by Company during complete billing months
during the period for which payment is to be made by imposing a surcharge equal to the
designated franchise fee for the applicable Customer Class in all customer billings for gas
service in each class. The payment shall be due the last business day of the month following
the period for which the payment is made, as illustrated above. The time and manner of
collecting the franchise fee is subject to the approval of the Commission. No franchise fee
shall be payable by Company if Company is legally unable to first collect an amount equal
to the franchise fee from its customers in each applicable class of customers by imposing a
surcharge in Company’s applicable rates for gas service. Company shall pay City the fee
based upon the surcharge billed subject to subsequent reductions to account for
uncollectibles, refunds, and correction of erroneous billings. Company agrees to make its
records available for inspection by City upon reasonable request, and City and its designated
representative agree not to disclose any information which would indicate the amount paid
by any identifiable customer or customers or any other information regarding identified
customers. In addition, Company agrees to provide, at the time of each payment, a
statement summarizing how the franchise-fee payment was determined, including
information showing any adjustments to the total surcharge billed in the period for which the
payment is being made to account for any uncollectibles, refunds, or error corrections.
9.7
Equivalent Fee Requirement. The separate ordinance imposing the fee
shall not be effective against Company unless it lawfully imposes and City, monthly or more
frequently, collects a fee or tax of the “same or greater equivalent amount” on the receipts
from sales of energy within City by any other energy supplier, provided that, as to such a
supplier, City has the authority to require a franchise fee or to impose a tax. The “same or
greater equivalent amount” shall be measured, if practicable, by comparing amounts
collected as a franchise fee from each similar customer, or by comparing, as to similar
customers, the percentage of the annual bill represented by the amount collected for
franchise-fee purposes. The franchise fee or tax shall be applicable to energy sales for any
energy use related to heating, cooling, lighting, or to run machinery and appliances, but shall
not apply to energy sales for the purpose of providing fuel for vehicles. If Company
specifically consents in writing to a franchise or separate ordinance collecting or failing to
collect a fee from another energy supplier in contravention of Section 9.7, the foregoing
conditions will be waived to the extent of such written consent.
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SECTION 10. PROVISIONS OF ORDINANCE.
10.1 Severability. Every section, provision, or part of this Ordinance is
declared separate from every other section, provision, or part; and if any section,
provision, or part shall be held invalid, it shall not affect any other section, provision, or
part. Where a provision of any other of City’s ordinances conflicts with the provisions of
this Ordinance, the provisions of this Ordinance shall prevail.
10.2 Limitation on Applicability. This Ordinance constitutes a franchise
agreement between City and Company as the only parties thereto and no provision of this
Ordinance shall in any way inure to the benefit of any third person or party (including the
public at large) so as to constitute any such person or party as a third-party beneficiary of
the Ordinance or of any one or more of the terms hereof, or otherwise give rise to any
cause of action in any person or party not a party hereto.
SECTION 11. AMENDMENT PROCEDURE.
Either City or Company may, at any time, propose that this Ordinance be amended
to address a subject of concern and the other party shall consider whether it agrees that a
proposed amendment is mutually appropriate. If an amendment is agreed upon, this
Ordinance may be amended at any time by City’s passage of a subsequent ordinance
declaring the provisions of the amendment, which amendatory ordinance shall become
effective upon the filing of Company’s written consent thereto with the City Clerk within
90 days after the date of final passage and publication, if require, by City of the
amendatory ordinance.
SECTION 12. PREVIOUS FRANCHISES SUPERSEDED.
This Ordinance supersedes any previous gas-franchise ordinance or agreement
granting any gas-franchise rights to Company or its predecessor.
SECTION 13. WRITTEN ACCEPTANCE.
Company shall, if it accepts this Ordinance and the rights and obligations hereby
granted, file a written acceptance hereof with the City Clerk after the final passage and any
required publication of this Ordinance. City, by Council resolution, may revoke this
Ordinance and the franchise thereby granted if Company does not file a written acceptance
thereof within 90 days following any required publication. (REPLACED IN ITS
ENTIRETY 10-14-04)
15.03 ADOPTION OF STANDARDS.
1.

The “City of Mahtomedi General Specifications and Standard Detail
Plates for Street and Utility Construction” and “City of Mahtomedi
Stormwater Management Standards” as prepared by the City Engineer and
as hereafter amended is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference.
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All work done pursuant to this Chapter shall conform with the
specifications and requirements of the latest version of the publication
available at the time. A copy is on file in the office of the City
Administrator.
15.04 SEWER CODE.
1.

Sewer Disposal System.
A.

B.

2.

Metropolitan Council Environmental Services Rules and
Regulations. The “Water Discharge Rules for the Metropolitan
Disposal System” are hereby adopted by reference as though set
forth verbatim herein. A copy of said Rules and Regulations shall
be kept on file in the office of the City Administrator and open to
inspection and use by the public.
Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems.
The location, design,
installation, use, maintenance, and inspection of subsurface sewage
treatment systems shall be governed by the Washington County
Development Code and the relevant provisions of this Chapter and
administered by County officials and personnel. No permit shall be
issued for the installation, expansion, or alteration of a subsurface
sewage treatment system or for a new building or the remodeling or
expansion of an existing building which provides for or requires the
installation, expansion, or alteration of a subsurface sewage treatment
system unless and until Washington County has issued a permit for
such system. (passed 4/28/15)

Installations to Municipal Systems.
A.

Application. Any person desiring service installation, alteration,
repair, or extension to the City Sewer Disposal System shall apply
in writing to the City Administrator on a form to be furnished by
him or her for that purpose for an installation permit. Such
application shall contain the name of the applicant, the legal
description of the property to be served, the name of the owner
thereof, his or her address, the various purposes for which the
sewer is to be used, and the location and the size of the service
connection. All costs and expenses incident to the installation and
connections shall be borne by the owner of the property, and the
owner shall indemnify the City for any loss or damage that may,
directly or indirectly, be occasioned by the installation of the sewer
connection including restoring streets and street surfaces.

B.

Permit. If the application is determined to be in proper form, the
City Administrator shall issue a permit to connect to the Sewer
Disposal System. Permits shall be issued only to such persons who
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are duly licensed by the City to engage in the business of plumbing
and who have filed with the City the bonds and insurance
certificate required as herein provided, however, that permit may
be issued to any person who is duly licensed by the City as a
Private Sewer Contractor and who has filed with the City the
bonds and insurance certificates required herein for building and
repairing that portion of the house or building sewer extending
from the property line to the main sewer or other outlet. Before
any permit required hereunder is issued, the licensee applying
therefor shall file with the City Administrator the following bond
and insurance certificate:
i.

A bond in favor of the City of Mahtomedi, Minnesota,
issued by an approved corporate surety, in the amount of
ten thousand dollars ($10,000), the conditions of which
shall be that the licensee shall hold the City harmless from
all costs and charges that may accrue on account of the
doing of any work authorized or permitted by this Section;
that the licensee shall hold the City harmless from any loss
or damage by reason of improper or inadequate work
performed by the licensee under the provisions of this
Section; and further that the licensee shall hold the City
harmless from any damage to utility lines, curbs, streets,
street surfaces, or sidewalks.

ii.

A certificate that insurance is in force covering the licensee
for the period covered by the license in the following
minimum amounts: Property Damage – fifty thousand
dollars ($50,000); Public Liability – one hundred thousand
dollars ($100,000) each person, three hundred thousand
dollars ($300,000) each accident. The certificate shall state
that the policies covering the licensee shall not be canceled
without ten (10) days prior written notice to the City.
If construction is not commenced within sixty (60) days
after the issuance of the permit, said permit will be
canceled and the permit fee forfeited.

C.

Inspections. The Building Official shall supervise all house sewer
connections made to the municipal sanitary sewer system and
excavations for the purpose of installing or repairing the same.

D.

State Code. Except as specifically stated herein, the Building
Official shall follow and enforce the provisions of the Minnesota
Plumbing Code as adopted by the Minnesota State Board of Health
together with all amendments thereto.
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3.

E.

Completion. No installation shall be completed and covered until
it has received final inspection by the City. The permittee or his or
her agent shall notify the Building Official when the installation is
ready for final inspection. Approval shall not be given until all
work has been completed in accordance with applicable state and
local codes.

F.

Fees. The applicant shall pay the fee established by the Fee
Schedule which shall be deposited to the credit of the Sewer
System Fund by the City Administrator.

Construction Requirements.
A.

The “Recommended Standards for Wastewater Facilities,” also
known as the “10 State Standards” and as hereafter amended shall
apply to all construction pursuant to this Section. A copy is on file
in the office of the City Administrator.

B.

Sewer Connections.
i.

Every connecting sewer shall be connected to the municipal
sewer system at the WYE designated for the property
served by the connection, except where otherwise expressly
authorized by the Building Official. All connections made
at points others than the designated WYE shall be made
only under the direct supervision of the Building Official
and in such manner as he or she may direct.

ii.

If a sewer connection must be made at a location where no
WYE or riser connection has been provided, the City
Engineer and/or Building Official must approve of the
manner and location at which the WYE location is to be
made.

iii.

Unless special permission is granted by the City Council,
each premises shall have a separate and distinct service
connection.

iv.

Unless special permission is granted by the City Council,
no more than one (1) housing unit or building shall be
supplied from one (1) service connection

v.

The drainage and plumbing system of each new building
and of new work installed in an existing building shall be
separate from and independent of that of any other building
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and every building shall have an independent connection
with a public sewer when such is available.
C.

Cleanouts. If any sewer service shall be one hundred (100) feet or
more from the foundation to the public sewer main, an accessible
cleanout must be installed.

D.

Existing Drainage and Plumbing Systems. Prior to connection to
the public sanitary sewer system, the Building Official shall
examine the existing drainage system and the interior plumbing
system. All such systems shall conform to the requirements of this
Section and the requirements of the Minnesota Plumbing Code. In
the event that such drainage system or plumbing system is
determined to be non-conforming to the above requirements, the
contractor shall do whatever corrective work may be necessary
before final hook-up to the public sanitary sewer system is made,
and the decision of the Building Official as to the extent of
corrective work to be done in each individual case to conform to
the above requirements shall be final.

E.

Service Connections. It shall be the responsibility of the consumer
or property owner of record to properly maintain the sewer service
from the sewer main to the house or building. Frozen, damaged,
obliterated, or otherwise defective service lines and appurtenances
thereto shall be restored to a proper functional condition within a
reasonable time set by the City.

F.

Imminent Danger. If there is sewer water leakage which poses an
imminent danger to public health and/or to the environment, as
determined by the City in the City’s sole discretion, the repair must
be made by the owner within forty eight (48) hours after the time
the consumer or owner discovers the leakage.

G.

Defective Sewer. If sewer service is defective and such defect(s)
does not pose an imminent danger to public health and/or to the
environment, as determined by the City in the City’s sole
discretion, the consumer or owner shall make the repair within
thirty (30) days after the date the consumer or owner discovers the
defect.

H.

Notice. Notice will be served by certified mail or in person. If the
consumer or property owner fails to repair or restore the service
connection, the City may perform the work and charge the cost
therefor to the property served.
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I.

4.

Water Shut Off. When it becomes necessary for City crews to shut
off/turn on the water service for whatever purpose, a minimum
charge as set forth in the Fee Schedule will be charged for this
service. In the event that the sewer service pipe is frozen, such
pipe shall be restored by the owner of the property to its operating
condition only under the supervision of an authorized City
employee and at the expense of the customer or owner as provided
in this Section and the City Fee Schedule.
Connection to Municipal Sanitary Sewer System.

A.

Connection Approvals.
No connection to the municipal sanitary sewer system shall be
finally approved until all streets, pavements, curbs, and boulevards
or other public improvements thereon have been restored to their
former condition to the satisfaction of the Building Official. The City
Council requires the filing of a bond or other surety to insure proper
restoration.

B.

Removal and Abandonment of Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems.
Tank abandonment procedures for sewage tanks, cesspools, leaching
pits, dry wells, seepage pits, privies, and distribution devices are as
follows: all solids and liquids shall be removed and disposed of in
accordance with the applicable Minnesota Rules, and abandoned
chambers shall be removed or filled with soil material.
Access for future discharge to the system shall be permanently denied.
If soil treatment systems are removed, contaminated materials
shall be properly handled to prevent human contact and shall be
disposed of in a manner assuring that public health and the
environment are protected in accordance with Minnesota law.

C.

Connections with Sewer Required.

i.

Any existing buildings used for human habitation and located
on property adjacent to a sewer main, or in a block through which
the system extends, shall be connected to the municipal sanitary
sewer system within:

a.

Five (5) years from the date the municipal sanitary
sewer main is available for lateral connection; or

b.

Ten (10) years from the date municipal sanitary sewer
main is available for lateral connection provided that an
existing subsurface sewage treatment system (“SSTS”)
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servicing the property had been constructed and/or
substantially replaced within the ten (10) year period prior
to the date that the City Council ordered a public
improvement project extending the municipal sanitary
sewer main pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section
429.031.

c.

ii.

5.

In the event that any existing SSTS fails, the property
owner shall connect to the available municipal sanitary
sewer system as soon as practical. In any event, the
existing property owner shall connect to the available
municipal sanitary sewer system prior to a subdivision.

All new buildings hereafter constructed within the City on property
adjacent to a sewer main or in a block through which the
system extends shall be provided with a connection to the
municipal sanitary sewer system for the disposal of all human
wastes and shall connect to the system prior to the issuance of a
certificate of occupancy. (CC Amended on 5/15/07)

Inspections of SSTS.

A.

Initial Inspections of Existing Systems.

i.

B.

All existing SSTS shall be subject to a compliance inspection by a
business that is licensed as an Inspection business within one
(1) year of the date of adoption of this ordinance. The owner of
property on which a SSTS is located shall be responsible for
obtaining the required compliance inspection and shall be
responsible for the cost of such compliance inspection. A
compliance report and a certificate of compliance or notice of noncompliance shall be prepared and submitted to the owner, the City,
and Washington County within ninety (90) days of the
inspection. The
compliance
inspection
shall
include
verification of the conditions listed in Chapter Four, Section
Eight of the Washington County Development Code. Following
the initial inspection, all existing SSTS shall be subject to
additional compliance inspections as required in Subpart B.

Inspections of Systems Required.

i.

All SSTS shall be inspected within:

a.

Six (6) years from the date of previous inspection for
all systems installed with a Washington County permit
after March 31, 1996 and determined to meet compliance
criteria for new construction.

b.

Three (3) years from the date of previous inspection for
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all systems determined to meet compliance criteria for
existing systems.

C.

Noncompliant SSTS.

i.

A SSTS that is found to be out of compliance with the
requirements of Chapter Four of the Washington County
Development Code or relevant state statutes or rules related
to SSTS shall be repaired or replaced as required by the
Washington County Department of Public Health and
Environment.

D. Penalty. When the City, or its designated representative, determines that an
inspection has not been completed in accordance with the requirements of this
Section, it shall issue a written notice of violation to the owner of the property.
Failure to comply with the inspection requirements of this Section shall
constitute a violation of this Section and each day such violation shall
continue shall constitute a separate offense.

6.

Tampering with Municipal Sewer System Prohibited. No person shall
maliciously, willfully, or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover,
deface, or tamper with any structure, appurtenance, or equipment which is
a part of the municipal sewer system.

7.

Certain Connections Prohibited. No buildings located on property lying
outside the limits of the City shall be connected to the municipal sanitary
sewer system unless express authorization therefor is obtained from the
City Council and the Metropolitan Council Environmental Services.

8.

Disposal of Septic Tank Sludge. No person collecting and disposing of
waste from septic tanks or other similar facilities shall discharge such
material into the disposal system without prior issuance of an annual
permit from the City for such discharge and vehicle making the discharge.
The cost of the annual permit fee shall be set forth in the Fee Schedule.

9.

Industrial User Strength Charges.
A.

Establishment of Strength Charges. For the purpose of paying the
costs allocated to the City each year by the Metropolitan Council
Environmental Services that are based upon the strength of
discharge of all industrial users receiving waste treatment services
within or served by the City, there is hereby established, in
addition to the sewer charge based upon the volume of discharge, a
sewer charge upon each person, company, or corporation receiving
waste treatment services within or served by the City, based upon
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strength of industrial waste discharged into the sewer system of the
City (the “Strength Charge”).
B.

Establishment of Strength Charge Formula. For the purpose of
computation of the Strength Charge established by Subpart A,
there is hereby established, in compliance with the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act, the same strength charge formula
designated in Resolution No. 76-172 adopted by the governing
body of the Commission on June 15, 1976, such formula being
based upon pollution qualities and difficulty of disposal of the
sewage produced through an evaluation of pollution qualities and
quantities in excess of an annual average base and the
proportionate costs of operation and maintenance of waste
treatment services provided by the Commission.

C.

Strength Charge Payment. The Strength Charge established by
Subpart A shall be paid by each industrial user receiving waste
treatment services and subject thereto before the twentieth (20th)
day next succeeding the date of billing to such user by or on behalf
of the City, and such payment shall be deemed to be delinquent if
not so paid to the billing entity before such date. Furthermore, if
payment is not made before such date an industrial user shall pay
interest compounded monthly at the rate of two-thirds of one
percent per month on the unpaid balance due.

D.

Establishment of Tax Lien. If payment of the Strength Charge
established by Subpart A is not made before the sixtieth (60th) day
next succeeding the date of billing to the industrial user by or on
behalf of the City, said delinquent sewer strength charge, plus
accrued interest established pursuant to Subpart C, shall be deemed
to be a charge against the owner, lessee, and occupant of the
property served, and the City or its agent shall certify the unpaid
delinquent balance to the County Auditor with taxes against the
property served for collection as other taxes are collected;
provided, however, that such certification shall not preclude the
City or its agent from recovery of the delinquent sewer strength
charge and interest thereon under any other available legal remedy.

10.

Fees and Costs. A property owner connecting to the City sewer system
must pay the connection fee and service location charge established by
City Council and set forth in the Fee Schedule.

11.

Rates.
A.

Metered. All metered sewer service customers shall pay the
following charges for the purpose of defraying the costs of
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operating and maintaining the city municipal sewage disposal
system:

B.

12.

i.

Demand Charge. All metered customers shall pay a
quarterly demand charge at the rate set forth in the Fee
Schedule.

ii.

Use Charge. All metered customers shall pay in addition to
the demand charge a quarterly use charge at the rate set
forth in the Fee Schedule. Residential metered customers
(single-family and multi-family dwellings) shall be based
upon the water metered during the winter quarter (1st
quarter) for the year except when water metered during the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th quarters of the year is less than water
metered during the winter quarter (1st quarter). (12/16/08)

Non-metered. All non-metered sewer service customers shall pay
a quarterly charge in the amount set forth in the Fee Schedule.

Statements.
A.

Accounts. All accounts shall be kept on the books of the City by
the house and street number and under the account number
assigned thereto and by the name of the owner or of the person
signing the application for service. All bills and notices sent out
by the City shall be sent to the house and street number of the
property. If non-resident owners or agents desire personal notice
sent to a different address, they shall file an application therefore
with the City.

B.

Quarterly. Statements for charges for sewer service for the period
shall be mailed to each customer on or before the 1st day of
January, April, July, and October of each year. Such statements
shall be due and payable to the City within thirty (30) days
following the quarterly period covered by such statement. It shall
be the duty of the City to endeavor to collect delinquent accounts
as promptly as possible, and in all cases where satisfactory
arrangements for payment have not been made, instructions shall
be given to discontinue service by shutting off the water at the stop
box.

C.

Delinquent Accounts. All statements not paid within thirty (30)
days from the date of billing shall be deemed unpaid and shall be
assessed a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the unpaid balance
including past penalties assessed. All delinquent accounts may be
certified to the City Administrator who shall prepare an
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Assessment Roll each year providing for assessment of the
delinquent accounts against the respective property served. This
Assessment Roll shall be delivered to the City Council for
adoption on or before October 1 of each year and upon approval
thereof, the City Administrator shall certify to the County Auditor
the amount due and the County Auditor shall thereupon enter such
amount as part of the tax levy on such premises to be collected
during the ensuing year. Such action may be optional or
subsequent to taking legal action to collect delinquent accounts.
D.

Liability for Rental Property Sewer Accounts. In the event the
property owner rents the property, the owner remains liable for any
delinquency on the sewer service account associated with the
property and the City may certify any such delinquent accounts for
assessment against the property.

13.

Annual Review. The City Council shall provide for an annual review of
the sewer charges within the City of Mahtomedi to ensure such charges
properly reflect the costs of the operation and maintenance of the
municipal sewage disposal system.

14.

Discharge of Surface Waters Prohibited.
A.

Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the health,
safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the City of
Mahtomedi through the regulation of non-stormwater discharges to
the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4).

B.

Definitions. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following terms
listed in alphabetical order shall have the following meanings:
Authorized Enforcement Agency. The City of Mahtomedi.
Discharge. Adding, introducing, releasing, leaking, spilling,
casting, throwing, or emitting any pollutant, or placing any
pollutant in a location where it is likely to pollute waters of the
state.
Illegal Discharge. Any direct or indirect non-stormwater discharge
to the storm drain system.
Illicit Connections. Any drain or conveyance, whether on the
surface or subsurface, which allows an illegal discharge to enter
the storm drain system including but not limited to any
conveyances which allow any non-stormwater discharge including
sewage, process wastewater, and wash water to enter the storm
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drain system and any connections to the storm drain system from
indoor drains and sinks, regardless of whether said drain or
connection had been previously allowed, permitted, or approved by
an authorized enforcement agency or, any drain or conveyance
connection from a commercial or industrial land use to the storm
drain system which has not been documented in plans, maps, or
equivalent records and approved by an authorized enforcement
agency.
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). The systems of
conveyances (including sidewalks, roads with drainage systems,
municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, channels, or
storm drains) owned and operated by the City and designed or used
for collecting or conveying stormwater, and which is not used for
collecting or conveying sewage.
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Storm Water Discharge Permit. A permit issued by EPA (or by a
State under authority delegated pursuant to 33 USC § 1342 (b))
that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United
States, whether the permit is applicable on an individual group, or
general area-wide basis.
Non-Stormwater Discharge. Any discharge to the storm drain
system that is not composed entirely of storm water.
Person. Any individual, association, organization, partnership,
firm, corporation or other entity recognized by law and action as
either the owner or as the owner’s agent.
Pollutant. Anything which causes or contributes to pollution.
Pollutants may include, but are not limited to, paints, varnishes,
and solvents, oil and other automotive fluids, non-hazardous liquid
and solid wastes and yard wastes, refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter,
or other discarded or abandoned objects, pesticides, herbicides, and
fertilizers, hazardous substances and wastes and residues that result
from constructing a building or structure, and noxious or offensive
matter of any kind.
Sanitary Sewer. A pipe, conduit, or sewer owned, operated, and
maintained by the City and which is designated by the Public
Works Director as one dedicated to the exclusive purpose of
carrying sanitary wastewater to the exclusion of other matter.
Storm Drain System. Publicly-owned facilities by which storm
water is collected and / or conveyed, including but not limited to
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any roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, gutters, curbs,
inlets, piped storm drains, pumping facilities, retention and
detention basins, natural and human-made or altered drainage
channels, reservoirs, and other drainage structures.
Stormwater. Any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting
entirely of water from any form of natural precipitation, and
resulting from such precipitation.
Surface Waters. All waters of the state other than ground waters,
which include ponds, lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands, ditches, and
public drainage systems except those designed and used to collect,
convey, or dispose of sanitary sewage.
C.

Applicability. This ordinance shall apply to all water entering the
storm drain system generated on any developed or undeveloped
lands unless explicitly exempted by an authorized enforcement
agency.

D.

Discharge Prohibitions.
i.

Prohibition of Illegal Discharges.
a.

It shall be unlawful to discharge or cause to be
discharged into the municipal sewer system or
watercourses, either directly or indirectly, any roof,
storm, surface, or ground water of any type or kind,
or water discharged from any air conditioning unit
or system, including but not limited to pollutants or
waters containing any pollutants that cause or
contribute to a violation of applicable state water
quality standards, other than storm water.

b.

If a sewer service connection is gravity flow to the
public sewer system and a sump pump is presently
used, said sump pump shall be disconnected,
discontinued, and removed from service.

c.

The City Administrator shall be authorized to issue
property owners a temporary permit allowing
discharge of water into the sanitary sewer system
between November 15 and March 15 in the
following instances:
1. When freezing of surface water discharge from
a sump pump or footing drain causes a
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dangerous condition, such as ice buildup or
flooding, on either public or private property;
2. When a property owner has shown the existence
of a danger that a sump pump or footing drain
pipe may freeze and result in either failure or
damage to the sump pump unit or the footing
drain thereby causing basement flooding;
3. When water discharged from a sump pump or
footing drain cannot be readily discharged into a
storm drain or other acceptable drainage system;
4. When other dangerous circumstances occur that
may be corrected by allowing such alternate
discharge.

ii.

d.

Surface water discharge that causes a dangerous
condition such as ice buildup or flooding, on public
property shall constitute a Public Nuisance in
violation of the Public Nuisance provisions
of Chapter 12.

e.

The following discharges are exempt from
discharge prohibitions established by this
ordinance: water line flushing or other potable
water sources, landscape irrigation or lawn
watering, diverted stream flows, rising ground
water, ground water infiltration to storm drains,
uncontaminated pumped ground water, foundation
or footing drains (not including active groundwater
dewatering systems), crawl space pumps, air
conditioning condensation, springs, noncommercial
washing of vehicles, natural riparian habitat or
wetland flows, swimming pools (if dechlorinated –
typically less than one PPM chlorine), firefighting
activities, and any other water source not containing
pollutants.

Prohibition of Illicit Connections.
a.

b.

The construction, use, maintenance or continued
existence of illicit connections to the storm drain
system is prohibited.
This prohibition expressly includes, without
limitation, illicit connections made in the past,
regardless of whether the connection was
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c.

E.

15.

permissible under law or practices applicable or
prevailing at the time of the connection.
A person is considered to be in violation of this
ordinance if the person connects a line conveying
sewage to the MS4, or allows such a connection to
continue.

Industrial or Construction Activity Discharges. Any person subject
to an industrial or construction activity NPDES storm water
discharge permit shall comply with all provisions of such permit.
Proof of compliance with said permit may be required in a form
acceptable to the City Council prior to the allowing of discharges
to the MS4.

Suspension of MS4 Access.
A.

Suspension due to Illicit Discharges in Emergency Situations. The
City may, without prior notice, suspend MS4 discharge access to a
person when such suspension is necessary to stop an actual or
threatened discharge which presents or may present imminent and
substantial danger to the environment, or to the health or welfare of
persons, or to the MS4 or Waters of the United States. If the
violator fails to comply with a suspension order issued in an
emergency, the authorized enforcement agency may take such
steps as deemed necessary to prevent or minimize damage to the
MS4 or Waters of the United States, or to minimize danger to
persons.

B.

Suspension due to the Detection of Illicit Discharges. Any person
discharging to the MS4 in violation of this ordinance may have
their MS4 access terminated if such termination would abate or
reduce an illicit discharge. The authorized enforcement agency will
notify a violator of the proposed termination of its MS4 access.
The violator may petition the authorized enforcement agency for a
reconsideration and hearing.
A person commits an offense if the person reinstates MS4 access
to premises terminated pursuant to this Section, without the prior
approval of the authorized enforcement agency.

16.

Monitoring of Discharges.
A.

Applicability. This section applies to all facilities that have storm
water discharges associated with industrial activity, including
construction activity.
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B.

Access to Facilities.
i.

The City of Mahtomedi or its designee shall be permitted to
enter and inspect facilities subject to regulation under this
ordinance as often as may be necessary to determine
compliance with this ordinance. If a discharger has security
measures in force which require proper identification and
clearance before entry into its premises, the discharger shall
make the necessary arrangements to allow access to
representatives of the authorized enforcement agency.

ii.

Facility operators shall allow the City or its designee ready
access to all parts of the premises for the purposes of
inspection, sampling, examination and copying of records
that must be kept under the conditions of an NPDES permit
to discharge storm water, and the performance of any
additional duties as defined by state and federal law.

iii.

The City or its designee shall have the right to set up on any
permitted facility such devices as are necessary in the opinion
of the authorized enforcement agency to conduct monitoring
and/or sampling of the facility's storm water discharge.

iv.

The City or its designee has the right to require the discharger
to install monitoring equipment as necessary. The facility's
sampling and monitoring equipment shall be maintained at
all times in a safe and proper operating condition by the
discharger at its own expense. All devices used to measure
stormwater flow and quality shall be calibrated to ensure
their accuracy.

v.

Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and easy
access to the facility to be inspected and/or sampled shall be
promptly removed by the operator at the written or oral
request of the City and shall not be replaced. The costs of
clearing such access shall be borne by the operator.

vi.

Unreasonable delays in allowing the City or its designee
access to a permitted facility is a violation of a storm water
discharge permit and of this ordinance. A person who is the
operator of a facility with a NPDES permit to discharge
storm water associated with industrial activity commits an
offense if the person denies the authorized enforcement
agency reasonable access to the permitted facility for the
purpose of conducting any activity authorized or required by
this ordinance.
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vii.

If the City or its designee have been refused access to any
part of the premises from which stormwater is discharged,
and he/she is able to demonstrate probable cause to believe
that there may be a violation of this ordinance, or that there is
a need to inspect and/or sample as part of a routine inspection
and sampling program designed to verify compliance with
this ordinance or any order issued hereunder, or to protect the
overall public health, safety, and welfare of the community,
then the authorized enforcement agency may seek issuance of
a search warrant from any court of competent jurisdiction.

17.

Watercourse Protection. Every person owning property through which a
watercourse passes, or such person's lessee, shall keep and maintain that
part of the watercourse within the property free of trash, debris, excessive
vegetation, and other obstacles that would pollute, contaminate, or
significantly retard the flow of water through the watercourse. In addition,
the owner or lessee shall maintain existing privately owned structures
within or adjacent to a watercourse, so that such structures will not
become a hazard to the use, function, or physical integrity of the
watercourse.

18.

Notification of Spills. Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon
as any person responsible for a facility or operation, or responsible for
emergency response for a facility or operation has information of any
known or suspected release of materials which are resulting or may result
in illegal discharges or pollutants discharging into storm water, the storm
drain system, or water of the U.S. said person shall take all necessary steps
to ensure the discovery, containment, and cleanup of such release. In the
event of such a release of hazardous materials said person shall
immediately notify emergency response agencies of the occurrence via
emergency dispatch services. In the event of a release of non-hazardous
materials, said person shall notify the authorized enforcement agency in
person or by phone or facsimile no later than the next business day.
Notifications in person or by phone shall be confirmed by written notice
addressed and mailed to the City within three business days of the phone
notice. If the discharge of prohibited materials emanates from a
commercial or industrial establishment, the owner or operator of such
establishment shall also retain an on-site written record of the discharge
and the actions taken to prevent its recurrence. Such records shall be
retained for at least three years.

19.

Penalties.
A.

Notice of Violation. Whenever the City finds that a person has
violated a prohibition or failed to meet a requirement of this
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Ordinance, the City may order compliance by written notice of
violation to the responsible person. Such notice may require
without limitation:
i.

The performance of monitoring, analysis, and reporting;

ii.

The elimination of illicit connections or discharges;

iii.

That violating discharges, practices, or operations shall
cease and desist;

iv.

The abatement or remediation of storm water pollution or
contamination hazards and the restoration of any affected
property; and

v.

Payment of a fine to cover administrative and remediation
costs; and

vi.

The implementation of source control or treatment BMPs.

If abatement of a violation and/or restoration of affected property
is required, the notice shall set forth a deadline within which such
remediation or restoration must be completed. Said notice shall
further advise that, should the violator fail to remediate or restore
within the established deadline, the work will be done by a
designated governmental agency or a contractor and the expense
thereof shall be charged to the violator.
B.

Appeal of Notice of Violation. Any person receiving a Notice of
Violation may appeal the determination of the authorized
enforcement agency. The notice of appeal must be received within
15 days from the date of the Notice of Violation. Hearing on the
appeal before the appropriate authority or his/her designee shall
take place within 30 days from the date of receipt of the notice of
appeal. The decision of the municipal authority or their designee
shall be final.

C.

Enforcement Measures After Appeal. If the violation has not been
corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in the Notice of
Violation, or, in the event of an appeal, within 15 days of the
decision of the municipal authority upholding the decision of the
authorized enforcement agency, then representatives of the
authorized enforcement agency shall enter upon the subject private
property and are authorized to take any and all measures necessary
to abate the violation and/or restore the property. It shall be
unlawful for any person, owner, agent or person in possession of
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any premises to refuse to allow the government agency or
designated contractor to enter upon the premises for the purposes
set forth above.
D.

Cost of Abatement of the Violation. Within 30 days after
abatement of the violation, the owner of the property will be
notified of the cost of abatement, including administrative costs.
The property owner may file a written protest objecting to the
amount of the assessment within 15 days. If the amount due is not
paid within a timely manner as determined by the decision of the
municipal authority or by the expiration of the time in which to file
an appeal, the charges shall become a special assessment against
the property and shall constitute a lien on the property for the
amount of the assessment.
Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall
become liable to the city by reason of such violation.

E.

Injunctive Relief. It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any
provision or fail to comply with any of the requirements of this
Ordinance. If a person has violated or continues to violate the
provisions of this ordinance, the authorized enforcement agency
may petition for a preliminary or permanent injunction restraining
the person from activities which would create further violations or
compelling the person to perform abatement or remediation of the
violation.

F.

Compensatory Action. In lieu of enforcement proceedings,
penalties, and remedies authorized by this Ordinance, the
authorized enforcement agency may impose upon a violator
alternative compensatory actions, such as storm drain stenciling,
attendance at compliance workshops, creek cleanup, etc.

G.

Violations Deemed a Public Nuisance. In addition to the
enforcement processes and penalties provided, any condition
caused or permitted to exist in violation of any of the provisions of
this Ordinance is a threat to public health, safety, and welfare, and
is declared and deemed a nuisance, and may be summarily abated
or restored at the violator's expense, and/or a civil action to abate,
enjoin, or otherwise compel the cessation of such nuisance may be
taken.

H.

Criminal Prosecution. Any person that has violated or continues to
violate this ordinance shall be liable to criminal prosecution to the
fullest extent of the law, and shall be subject to a criminal penalty
of $1,000 dollars per violation per day and/or imprisonment for a
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period of time not to exceed days. The authorized enforcement
agency may recover all attorney’s fees court costs and other
expenses associated with enforcement of this ordinance, including
sampling and monitoring expenses.
I.

Remedies Not Exclusive. The remedies listed in this ordinance are
not exclusive of any other remedies available under any applicable
federal, state or local law and it is within the discretion of the
authorized enforcement agency to seek cumulative remedies.

15.05 WATER CODE.
1.

2.

Installations.
A.

Application. Any person desiring service installation in the City
Water System shall apply in writing to the City Administrator on a
form to be furnished by him or her for that purpose, for an
installation permit. Such application shall contain the name of the
applicant, the legal description of the property to be served, the
name of the owner thereof, his or her address, the various purposes
for which the water is to be used, the location of the proposed shutoff box, and the size of the service connection.

B.

Permit. If the application is determined to be in proper form, the
City Administrator shall issue a permit to connect to the Water
System. No permit shall be issued except to a licensed plumber.

C.

Fees. The applicant shall pay the fee established by the City
Council and listed in the Fee Schedule which shall be deposited to
the credit of the Water System Fund by the City Administrator.
Any installation larger than one inch (1") shall be installed at the
sole expense of the applicant.

D.

Completion. No installation shall be completed and covered until
it has received final inspection by the City. The permittee or his or
her agent shall notify the Building Official when the installation is
ready for final inspection. Approval shall not be given until all
work has been completed in accordance with applicable state and
local codes.

Meters.
A.

Use Mandatory. Except for municipal purposes, no person shall
use water from the water supply system of the City or permit water
to be taken therefrom unless the same is metered by passing
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through a water meter approved by the City. The City's standard
and required meter shall be identified by the City Engineer.
B.

Installation. The City and/or a licensed Master Plumber shall
furnish, supply, and install water meters for each water service
customer under the provisions of this Section. All meters shall
remain the property of the City and shall not be connected,
disconnected, disassembled, or otherwise altered or interfered with
except by direction of the Superintendent of the Water System
Utility.

C.

Sealed. All meters, couplings, and remotes for all meter
installations shall be properly sealed, and no one other than
authorized City officials or employees shall interfere with, tamper
with, or repair any water meter or break any seal thereon while
such meter is used in connection with the City water system.

D.

Separate Connections.

E.

i.

Unless special permission is granted by the City Council,
each premises shall have a separate and distinct sewer
service connection, operable service stop and curb box,
shut-off valve inside the building on each side of the water
meter, and water meter.

ii.

No more than one (1) housing unit or building shall be
supplied from one service connection except by special
permission of the City. Where two (2) or more residences
receive water through the same meter, the amount of water
used by all shall be divided by the number of residences so
served, and each residence shall be charged according to
the rate scheduled as though separately metered for such
proportionate amount of water.

iii.

Where two (2) or more residences receive water through a
single service connection but with separate meters, the
installation shall be so valved that either service may be
shut off without interrupting service to the other.

Access and Inspection. Authorized City officers and employees
shall have right of access to any consumer's premises at all
reasonable hours for the purpose of reading, inspecting or repairing
meters, pipes, hydrants, and valves used in connection with the
water service and for any other purpose related to the operation of
the water system. City staff may apply to the district court for an
appropriate administrative search warrant if a property owner

Chapter 15 - 39

refuses to allow an inspection of or entry onto the owner’s property
for any purpose permissible under this Section.
3.

Maintenance.
A.

Meters. No persons shall use or permit to be used a damaged
water meter to meter municipal water service. No person shall
negligently damage or permit damage to such meter and if damage
occurs by reason of freezing or other neglect or negligence of any
person the cost of any necessary maintenance, repair, or
replacement as determined by the City shall be borne by the person
responsible for the damage. All meters installed and in use upon
the effective date of this Section and thereafter shall be maintained,
repaired, or replaced by the City at no cost to the water service
customer, except that any residential meter larger than standard will
receive a credit for the City’s cost of a standard meter with the property
owner paying the difference of City’s cost for replacement meter of same
size, and a service charge established by the City Council and listed in
the Fee Schedule will be added to the quarterly utility bill if the City is
unable to obtain an accurate water meter reading because of a nonfunctioning or inaccessible water meter or remote reader. The service
charge will be added to future quarterly utility bills and the water bill
estimated until the property has a properly functioning and accessible
water meter and remote reader.

B.

Service Connections. It shall be the responsibility of the consumer
or property owner of record to properly maintain the water service
from the watermain to the house or building. Frozen, damaged,
obliterated, or otherwise defective service lines and appurtenances
thereto shall be restored to a proper functional condition within a
reasonable time set by the City. Notice of any needed repairs or
replacements shall be served on the consumer or property owner
by certified mail or in person.
Failure to repair or restore the service connection shall be cause for
the City to perform the work and charge the cost therefor to the
property served. In the event of leakage of water, the repair shall
be made within forty-eight (48) hours. When the waste of water is
great, or when damage is likely to result from the leak, water may
be turned off immediately pending repair. When it becomes
necessary for City crews to shut off/turn on the water service for
whatever purpose, a minimum charge as set forth in the Fee
Schedule will be charged. In the event that the service pipe is
frozen, the customer or owner shall restore the pipe to its operating
condition only under the supervision of an authorized City
employee and at the expense of the customer or owner as provided
in this Section.
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4.

5.

Rates.
A.

Demand Charge. All water service customers shall pay a quarterly
demand charge at the rate set forth in the Fee Schedule.

B.

Consumption Charge. All water service customers shall pay, in
addition to the demand charge, a consumption charge at the rate set
forth in the Fee Schedule.

C.

Sales Tax. In addition to the total quarterly charges for demand
and consumption, the water service customer shall pay the
applicable Minnesota Sales Tax as computed by the City
Administrator.

Fees and Costs. The following fees and costs, as set forth in the Fee
Schedule, shall be imposed as applicable:
A.

Connection Fee.

B.

Shut-off and Turn-on Fee.

C.

Meter Placement Fee.

D.

Service Charge.

E.

Meter Replacement Fee.

F.

Service Location Charge.

G.

Service Callback Fee.

H.

Meter Reading Fee.

6.

Accounts. All accounts shall be kept on the books of the City by the City
Administrator according to the house and street number and under the
account number assigned thereto and by the name of the owner or of the
person signing the application for service. All bills and notices sent out by
the City shall be sent to the house and street number of the property. If
non-resident owners or agents desire personal notice sent to a different
address, they shall file an application therefore with the City.

7.

Statements.
A.

Quarterly. Statements for charges for water service for the period
shall be mailed to each customer on or before the first (1st) day of
January, April, July, and October of each year. Such statements
shall be due and payable to the City within thirty (30) days
following the quarterly period covered by such statement. It shall
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be the duty of the City to endeavor to collect delinquent accounts
as promptly as possible, and in all cases where satisfactory
arrangements for payment have not been made, instructions shall
be given to discontinue service by shutting off the water at the stop
box.

8.

B.

Delinquent Accounts. All statements not paid within thirty (30)
days from the date of billing shall be assessed a penalty of ten
percent (10%) of the unpaid balance, including past penalties
assessed. All delinquent accounts may be certified to the City
Administrator who shall prepare an Assessment Roll each year
providing for assessment of the delinquent accounts against the
respective property served. This Assessment Roll shall be
delivered to the City Council for adoption on or before October 1
of each year and upon approval thereof, the City Administrator
shall certify to the County Auditor the amount due and the County
Auditor shall thereupon enter such amount as part of the tax levy
on such premises to be collected during the ensuing year. Such
action may be optional or subsequent to taking legal action to
collect delinquent accounts.

C.

Hardship. If a water service customer demonstrates a genuine
hardship to the City Council, the Council may, at its discretion,
establish an alternate payment schedule of monthly payments prorated over the next succeeding quarter as a means of collecting a
delinquent account.

D.

Liability for Rental Property Water Accounts. In the event the
property owner rents the property, the owner remains liable for any
delinquency on the water service account associated with the
property and the City may certify any such delinquent accounts for
assessment against the property.

Discontinuance of Water Service.
A.

Generally. Water service may be shut off at any stop box
connection whenever:
i.

The owner or occupant of the premises served, or any
person working on any pipes or equipment thereon which is
connected with the water systems, has violated or threatens
to violate, or causes to be violated, any of the provisions of
this Section.
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B.

ii.

Any charge for water, service, meter, or other financial
obligation imposed on the present or former owner or
occupant of the premises served is unpaid.

iii.

Fraud or misrepresentation by the owner or occupant of the
premises served in connection with an application for
service.

Disconnection for Late Payment. It is the policy of the City to
discontinue utility services to customers because of nonpayment of
bills only after notice and a meaningful opportunity to be heard on
disputed bills. The City’s form for application for utility service
and all bills shall contain, in addition to the title, address, room
number, and telephone number of the official in charge of billing,
clearly visible and easily readable provisions to the effect:
i.

That all bills are due and payable on or before the date set
forth on the bill;

ii.

That if any bill is not paid by or before that date, a second
bill will be mailed containing a cutoff notice that if the bill
is not paid within five (5) days of the mailing of the second
bill, service will be discontinued for nonpayment; and

iii.

That any customer disputing the correctness of his or her
bill shall have a right to a hearing at which time the
customer may be represented in person and by counsel or
any other person of his or her choosing and may present
orally or in writing his or her complaint and contentions to
the City official in charge of utility billing. This official
shall be authorized to order that the customer’s service not
be discontinued and shall have the authority to make a final
determination of the customer’s complaint.

In the absence of payment of the bill rendered or resort to the
hearing procedure provided herein or a finding of hardship, service
will be discontinued at the time specified, but in no event shall
service be discontinued until the charges have been due and unpaid
for at least thirty (30) days.
When it becomes necessary for the City to discontinue utility
service to a customer for nonpayment of bills, service will be
reinstated only after all bills for service then due have been paid,
along with the turn on fee set forth in the Fee Schedule.
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9.

Authorized Water Shut Downs. The City shall not be liable for any
deficiency or failure in the supply of water to consumers, whether
occasioned by shutting the water off for the purpose of making repairs or
connections, or from any other cause whatsoever. In case of fire or alarm
of fire, water may be shut off to ensure a supply for fire fighting; or in
making repairs or construction of new works, water may be shut off at any
time and kept shut off as long as necessary.

10.

Use of Fire Hydrants. Except for extinguishment of fires, no person,
unless authorized by the Public Works Department, shall operate fire
hydrants or interfere in any way with the water system without first
obtaining a permit to do so from the City as follows:
A. A permit to use a fire hydrant shall be issued for each individual job or
contract for a minimum of thirty (30) days and for an additional
thirty (30) day period as the City shall determine. The permit shall
state the location of the hydrant and shall be for the use of that
hydrant and none other.
B. The user shall make an advance cash deposit to guarantee payment for
water used and to cover breakage and damage to the hydrant and
meter, which shall be refunded upon expiration of the permit, less
applicable charges for use.
C. The user shall relinquish the use of the hydrant to authorized city
employees in emergency situations.
D. The user shall be pay a rental charge as set forth in the Fee Schedule
for each day including Sundays and legal holidays, and a fee as
established in the Fee Schedule for each one thousand (1,000)
gallons of water used.

11.

Penalties.
A.

Unlawful Use. It is hereby declared unlawful for any person to
take any water from the City water system except through a meter
owned or approved by the City, or to take any water from any
premises not owned by him or her without permission of the
owner.

B.

Tampering. It shall be unlawful for any person to turn on any shutoff box or to open or interfere with any of the hydrants except as
expressly permitted in this Section, or to tamper with any part of
the water works system.
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12.

Water Emergency. A water emergency occurs when the City’s available
water supply is inadequate to meet the water demand by the City’s
customers. During water emergency periods, the City will restrict water
use to its customers based on the water allocation priorities recommended
by Minnesota Statutes Section 103G.261. These priorities are included in
the City’s Emergency and Conservation Plan (“Water Supply Plan”),
dated November 2007. Based on these priorities, domestic uses such as
general household purposes for human needs such as cooking, cleaning,
drinking, washing, and waste disposal are Priority 1 and will be eliminated
last and non-essential water uses such as lawn sprinkling, vehicle washing,
and park irrigation are Priority 6 and will be eliminated first.
Water use will be restricted based on the severity of the water emergency.
Customers will be notified of water emergency conditions by the local
cable access television channel, local newspapers or local television, and
radio stations. The newspaper article or television or radio announcement
will describe the type or types of water use that is restricted and when the
water use restriction begins. After twenty-four (24) hours notice
following broadcast by local radio or television stations or after forty-eight
(48) hours notice by local newspapers that a “Water Emergency” exists, it
shall be unlawful for the owner of any property to use water for any use
restricted by the water emergency notice. Such water emergency shall
continue until further notice which shall be broadcast by local radio,
television, or newspaper.

13.

Water Use Restrictions.
A.

General. Each year from May 1 to September 30 the use of the
City water supply system for lawn and garden sprinkling,
irrigation, or other nonpotable uses shall be prohibited between the
hours of 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and shall be limited to an oddeven schedule corresponding to the property address. During this
time residents with even-numbered addresses may water only on
even-numbered days and residents with odd-numbered addresses
may water only on odd-numbered days.

B.

Exception. The City Administrator may issue a permit to property
owners to allow daily lawn and garden sprinkling for up to thirty
(30) days following the installation of new sod or plantings
between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 11:00 a.m. (Effective January
1, 2009.)

15.06 CABLE COMMISSION FRANCHISE.
An ordinance including a Franchise Agreement as Exhibit I to such Ordinance,
granting a Franchise to Meredith Cable as the successor to Group W Cable of
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Ramsey/Washington Inc., to operate and maintain a Cable Communications System
in the Municipality of Mahtomedi; setting forth conditions accompanying the grant of
Franchise; defining the meaning of Franchise; providing for regulation and use of the
System; and including penalties for violations hereof.
ARTICLE 1.
Statement of Intent and purpose, Authority, Franchise Applications. The
Municipality of Mahtomedi (“Grantor”) intends by the adoption of this
Ordinance, to bring about the development and operation of a Cable Television
System (“System”) to better utilize public services and to better facilitate the
communication needs and desires of citizens of Grantor, and the surrounding area
and the Member Municipalities of the original Ramsey/Washington Counties
Suburban Cable Communications Commission (“Commission”). In addition to
this Ordinance, Grantor and Company shall execute a Franchise Agreement
(“Agreement”) governing the relationship between Grantor and Company; the
terms and conditions of the Agreement are incorporated into the Ordinance by
reference and are attached as Exhibit I.
The Commission granted the original Franchise for a System operating within the
Commission’s territorial boundaries and the Commission carried out the ongoing
administration and enforcement of the Franchise. The original Commission is to
be dissolved, a successor Commission is to be created, and the individual Member
Municipalities comprising Commission, including Grantor, must individually
enter into a franchise relationship with Group W Cable of Ramsey/Washington,
Inc. d/b/a Meredith Cable (“Company”) pursuant to the same substantive terms
and conditions of the original Commission’s Franchise.
ARTICLE 2.
Short Title. This Ordinance shall be know and cited as the “Cable
Communications Franchise Ordinance”.
ARTICLE 3.
Definitions. The definition section contains 24 terms which are defined for the
purpose of the Franchise.
ARTICLE 4.
1. General. Grantor intends to adopt a replacement Franchise and enter into a
Franchise relationship on substantially the same terms and conditions as
previously existed between the original Commission and Company and the
prior Franchise terms and conditions continue in full force and effect, and
supersede any inconsistent term or condition. The Franchise is granted
pursuant to the terms and conditions contained herein which shall be
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subordinate to all applicable provisions of state and federal laws, rules and
regulations.
2. Review. Company’s technical ability, financial condition and legal
qualifications were considered and approved by the original Commission,
including Grantor. Grantor accepts the review of the original Commission
and approves Company’s qualifications for the purposes contemplated herein.
3. Authority. The grantor grants to Company authority to use the streets for
constructing, repairing, and operating such facilities and equipment as are
necessary for the operation of the System; subject to Grantor’s regulatory
authority.
4. Term. The Franchise is granted for 15 years.
5. Non-Exclusive. The Franchise is non-exclusive.
6. Required. Any System which makes use of the streets must be Franchised.
ARTICLE 5.
Design Provisions. The System shall contain 450 MHz cable with 64
downstream channels, 4 return (upstream) channels, and shall have a separate
Institutional Network. The System shall comply, at a minimum, with the
technical and performance standards promulgated by the FCC. The Grantor may
require testing of the System.
ARTICLE 6.
Construction Provisions. All facilities of Company shall be constructed and
maintained in compliance with applicable law and shall not interfere with or
endanger use of the streets or public property.
ARTICLE 7.
Operation and Maintenance. The Company shall maintain a toll-free number
for the reception of complaints, and shall maintain a repair service capable of
responding to complaints or requests for service within 24 hours. All regulatable
rates and charges shall be subject to regulation by Grantor.
ARTICLE 8.
General Financial and Insurance Provisions. Company shall furnish a
performance bond approved by Grantor in such amount as Grantor deems to be
adequate compensation for damages resulting from Company’s nonperformance.
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Company shall indemnify and hold harmless Grantor and maintain liability
insurance in such amount as Grantor may require.
ARTICLE 9.
Revocation, Abandonment, Purchase and Removal of System. Grantor may
terminate and cancel the Franchise in the event: (1) Company substantially
violates the Franchise, (2) Company attempts to evade the Franchise,
(3) Company practices any fraud or deceit upon Grantor, (4) Company becomes
insolvent, (5) Company is adjudged bankrupt, (6) Company materially
misrepresents a fact in the application for or negotiation of the Franchise, or (7)
upon the conviction of any agent of Company of the offense of bribery or fraud
connected with awarding of the Franchise. Upon termination of the Franchise
Company shall remove its facilities.
If the System or Franchise is offered for sale Grantor shall have the right to
purchase System.
ARTICLE 10.
Rights of Individuals Protected. No Subscriber shall be monitored to determine
viewing patterns or practices without the express written permission of the
Subscriber. No information or data obtained by monitoring shall be sold or
otherwise made available to any party other than to Company, unless Company
has received specific written authorization.
The Company may conduct System sweeps to review System performance. The
Company shall provide a Subscriber, upon request, with copies of all information
related to such Subscriber.
ARTICLE 11.
Community Programming, Community Programming Channels and
Institutional Network Requirements. Company shall provide Community
Programming, pursuant to the Agreement. The Grantor shall provide at least one
specially designated non-commercial public access channel available for use by
the general public on a first-come, first-served, nondiscriminatory basis; at least
one channel for use by local educational authorities; at least one channel for local
government use; and at least one channel for lease.
Whenever a specially designated channel is in use a sufficient period, as set forth
in the Ordinance, Company shall provide an additional specially designated
channel.
Grantee shall also provide an Institutional Network (I/Net”) as set forth in the
Agreement. Grantor will assume responsibility for the I/Net in accordance with
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the Agreement. The Grantor shall have complete and unrestricted access to the
Community Programming Channels and the I/Net and the Company shall have
full responsibility for the maintenance, repair, and technical performance of the
same.
ARTICLE 12.
Miscellaneous Provisions.
1. Compliance with Laws. Company shall conform with all federal, state and
local laws and regulations regarding cable communications.
2. Sale or Transfer. Any sale or transfer of the Franchise or creation of a new
controlling interest in Company is prohibited, except upon the approval of
Grantor.
3. Amendment. The Ordinance sets forth procedures for amendments.
4. Franchise Renewal. Grantor may review and assess a request to renew the
Franchise in accordance with federal law.
5. Administration of Franchise. The Ramsey/Washington Counties Suburban
Cable Communications Commission shall be responsible for the continued
administration of the Franchise. Grantor may issue such reasonable rules and
regulations concerning the construction, operation and maintenance of System
as are consistent with the provisions of the Franchise.
6. Penalties. Exclusive of contractual damages or other rights in law or equity, a
violation of any provision of this Ordinance is a misdemeanor and is
enforceable by Grantor.
ARTICLE 13.
The company shall accept the Franchise pursuant to the procedures included in
this section.
The Commission may be terminated only upon the expiration of the Joint Powers
Agreement or by the operation of state or federal law. Upon dissolution of
Commission, all remaining assets of Commission, after payment of obligations,
shall be distributed among the Member Municipalities in proportion to their
contributions and in accordance with procedures established by Commission.
A complete copy of the Franchise Ordinance, Franchise Agreement and joint and
Cooperative Agreement for Administration of the Franchise are available for
review in the office of the City Clerk.
15.07 STORM DRAINAGE UTILITY.
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1.

Establishment of Storm Drainage Utility. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
Section 444.075, the City hereby establishes a storm drainage utility and
authorizes the imposition of just and reasonable charges for the use and
availability of storm drainage facilities. The storm drainage utility shall be
under the administration of the City Administrator.

2.

Findings, Determination, and Purpose.
A.

In the exercise of its governmental authority and in order to
promote the public health, safety, convenience, and general
welfare, the City has constructed, operated, and maintained a storm
drainage system (the “system”). This Section is adopted in the
further exercise of such authority and for the same purpose.

B.

The system, as constructed, heretofore has been financed and paid
for and through the imposition of special assessments and ad
valorem taxes. It is now necessary and desirable to provide an
alternative method of recovering some or all of the future costs of
improving, maintaining, and operating the system through the
imposition of charges as provided in this Section.

C.

In imposing charges, it is necessary to establish a methodology that
undertakes to make said charges just and equitable. Taking into
account the status of system completion, past methods of
recovering system costs, the topography of the City, and other
relevant factors, it is determined that it would be just and equitable
to assign responsibility for some or all of the future costs of
operating, maintaining, and improving the system on the basis of
expected storm water runoff from various parcels of land within
the City during a standard rainfall event. For the purposes of this
Section, a standard rainfall event is defined as SCS Type II, 5-year,
24-hour storm, Soil Types A and B, as established in the Soil
Conservation Service National Engineering Handbook.

3.

Storm Drainage Utility Fund and Use of Fund. There is hereby created a
Storm Drainage Utility Fund, into which all charges, when collected, and
all monies received from the sale of any facilities or equipment or any byproducts shall be placed. Such charges and monies shall be used first to
pay normal, reasonable, and current costs of operating and maintaining the
system. Charges and monies from time to time received in excess of such
costs may be used to finance improvements to and betterments of the
system.

4.

Establishment of Charges and Residential Equivalent Unit (REU). The
City Council shall establish rates and charges for the use of the storm
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drainage system, and shall determine a standard residential equivalent unit
(REU). For the purposes of this Section and resolutions adopted under the
provisions of this Section, residential equivalent unit (REU) is defined as
the volume of surface water runoff coming from a 0.46 acre single family
lot during a standard rainfall event, calculated through the use of
engineering principles. Designated REU quantities for various types of
land uses and properties shall be established by resolution.
5.

Adjustment of Charges. The City Council may by resolution adopt
policies providing for the adjustment of charges for parcels or groups of
parcels, based upon land use data supplied by affected property owners,
which data must demonstrate a runoff volume for the standard rainfall
event substantially different from the REU number being used for the
parcel or parcels. Such adjustment shall be considered only after receiving
the recommendation of the City Engineer and shall not be made effective
retroactively.

6.

Recalculation of Charges. If a property owner or person responsible for
paying the storm water drainage charge questions the correctness of such a
charge, such person may have the determination of the charge recomputed
by written request to the City Administrator. Such requests shall be made
within thirty (30) days of the mailing of the billing in question. Any
adjustment in the REU basis must be made under the above provisions of
Section 15.07(5).

7.

Supplying Information. The owner, occupant, or person in charge of any
premises shall supply the City with such information as the City
reasonably requests related to the use, development, and area of the
premises.

8.

Estimated Charges. If the owner, occupant, or person in charge of any
premises fails or refuses to provide the information requested pursuant to
Section 15.07(7), the charge for such premises will be estimated and billed
in accordance with the estimate based upon information then available to
the City.

9.

Excluded Lands. A system charge will not be made against land that is
either:
A.

Public street right-of-way; or,

B. Vacant and unimproved with substantially all of its surface having
vegetation as ground cover.
10.

Billings and Collections. Bills for system charges are rendered by the City
finance department in accordance with its usual and customary practice in
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rendering of water and sanitary sewer service bills. Bills are rendered
quarterly, and are payable at the office of the City finance department and
may be rendered in conjunction with billings rendered for water or
sanitary sewer service, or both.
11.

Penalties and Remedies. Penalties and remedies for late payments or nonpayment of billings shall be the same as those applicable to billings
rendered for water and sanitary sewer service. (12/4/00)

15.08 STORM WATER MANAGEMENT.
1.

Statutory Authorization. This Section is adopted pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes Section 462.351.

2.

Findings. The City of Mahtomedi hereby finds the uncontrolled and
inadequately planned use of wetlands, woodlands, natural habitat areas,
areas subject to soil erosion, and areas containing restrictive soils
adversely affects the public health, safety, and general welfare by
impacting water quality and contributing to other environmental problems,
creating nuisances, impairing other beneficial uses of environmental
resources, and hindering the ability of the City of Mahtomedi to provide
adequate water, sewage, flood control, and other community services. In
addition, extraordinary public expenditures may be required for the
protection of persons and property in such areas and in areas that may be
affected by unplanned land usage.

3.

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to promote, preserve, and enhance
the natural resources within the City of Mahtomedi and protect them from
adverse effects occasioned by poorly sited development or incompatible
activities by regulating land disturbing or development activities that
would have an adverse and potentially irreversible impact on water quality
and unique and fragile environmentally sensitive land; by minimizing
conflicts and encouraging compatibility between land disturbing and
development activities and water quality and environmentally sensitive
lands; and by requiring detailed review standards and procedures for land
disturbing or development activities proposed for such areas, thereby
achieving a balance between urban growth and development and
protection of water quality and natural areas.

4.

Definitions. For the purposes of this Section, the following terms, phrases,
words, and their derivatives shall have the meanings stated below. When
not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense include
the future tense, words in the plural number include the singular number,
and words in the singular number include the plural number. The word
“shall” is always mandatory and not merely directive.
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A.

“Applicant” means any person who wishes to obtain a building
permit or zoning or subdivision approval.

B.

“Best Management Practice” means measures taken to minimize
the negative effects on the environment. BMP guidance is
documented in Protecting Water Quality in Urban Areas (MPCA,
2000), Metropolitan Council Urban Small Sites Best Management
Practices Guidebook (Metropolitan Council & Barr Engineering
Company, 2001) and Minnesota Stormwater Manual (MPCA,
2005)

C.

“Control Measure” means a practice or combination of practices to
control erosion and attendant pollution.

D.

“Detention Facility” means a permanent natural or man-made
structure, including wetlands, for the temporary storage of runoff
which contains a permanent pool of water.

E.

“Erosion” means the process by which the land’s surface is worn
by action of wind, water, ice, or gravity.

F.

“Final Stabilization” means all land disturbing construction
activities at the construction site have been completed and a
uniform perennial vegetative cover has been established, with a
density of at least seventy percent (70%) of the cover, for the
unpaved areas and areas not covered by permanent structures, or
that employ equivalent permanent stabilization measures.

G.

“Flood Fringe” means the portion of the floodplain outside of the
floodway.

H.

“Floodplain” means the areas adjoining a watercourse or water
basin that have been or may be covered by a regional flood.

I.

“Floodway” means the channel of the watercourse, the bed of
water basins, and those portions of the adjoining floodplains that
are reasonably required to carry and discharge floodwater and
provide water storage during a regional flood.

J.

“Hydric Soils” means soils that are saturated, flooded, or ponded
long enough during the growing season to develop anaerobic
conditions in the upper part.
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K.

“Hydrophytic Vegetation” means macrophytic plant life growing
in water, soil or on a substrate that is at least periodically deficient
in oxygen as a result of excessive water content.

L.

“Land Disturbing or Development Activities” means any change of
the land surface including removing vegetative cover, excavating,
filling, grading, and the construction of any structure.

M.

“Person” means any individual, firm, corporation, partnership,
franchisee, association, or governmental entity.

N.

“Public Water” means waters of the state as defined in Minnesota
Statutes Section 103G.005, subd. 15.

O.

“Regional Flood” means a flood that is representative of large
floods known to have occurred generally in the state and
reasonably characteristic of what can be expected to occur on an
average frequency in the magnitude of a one hundred (100) year
recurrence interval.

P.

“Retention Facility” means a permanent natural or man-made
structure that provides for the storage of storm water runoff by
means of a permanent pool of water.

Q.

“Sediment” means solid matter carried by water, sewage, or other
liquids; or, settleable solid materials that are transported by runoff,
suspended within runoff or deposited by runoff away from its
original location.

R.

“Storm Water Management Plan” means a comprehensive plan
designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants from storm water
after the site has undergone final stabilization following
completion of the construction activity.

S.

“Structure” means anything manufactured, constructed, or erected
which is normally attached to or positioned on land, including
portable structures, earthen structures, roads, pools, parking lots,
and paved storage areas.

T.

“Wetlands” means lands transitional between terrestrial and
aquatic systems where the water table is usually at or near the
surface or the land is covered by shallow water. For purposes of
this definition, wetlands must have the following three (3)
attributes;
i.

A predominance of hydric soils;
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5.

ii.

Be inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a
frequency and duration sufficient to support a prevalence of
hydrophytic vegetation typically adapted for life in
saturated soil conditions; and

iii.

Under normal circumstances support a prevalence of such
vegetation.

Scope and Effect.
A.

B.

Applicability.
i.

Every applicant for a building permit, subdivision approval,
or other permit to allow land disturbing activities must
submit a grading, drainage, and erosion control plan to the
City. No building permit, subdivision approval, or other
permit to allow land disturbing activities shall be issued
until approval of the grading, drainage, and erosion control
plan or a waiver of the approval requirement has been
obtained in strict conformance with the provisions of this
Section. The provisions of Subdivision 9 of this Section
shall apply to all land, public or private, located within the
City of Mahtomedi.

ii.

Every applicant for a building permit, subdivision approval,
or other permit to allow land disturbing activities one acre
or greater must submit a stormwater management plan to
the City. No building permit, subdivision approval, or other
permit to allow land disturbing activities one acre or greater
shall be issued until approval of the stormwater
management plan or a waiver of the approval requirement
has been obtained in conformance with the provisions of
this Section. The provisions of Subdivision 21 of this
Section shall apply to all land, public or private, located
within the City of Mahtomedi.

Exemptions. Unless deemed necessary by the Zoning
Administrator, the provisions of this Section shall not apply to:
i.

Any part of a subdivision if a plat for the subdivision has
been approved by the City on or before the effective date of
this Section;

ii.

Any land disturbing activity for which plans have been
approved by the applicable watershed district within six (6)
months prior to the effective date of this Section;
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C.

6.

iii.

A lot for which a building permit has been approved on or
before the effective date of this Section;

iv.

Installation of fences, signs, telephone and electric poles,
and other kinds of posts or poles;

v.

Emergency work to protect life, limb, or property;

vi.

Minor Subdivisions; or

vii.

Single family dwellings and accessory structures not
adjacent to any feature listed in Section 15.08(6)(B)(i)(d)
except that such applications shall comply with
15.08(6)(B)(ii).

Waiver. The City Council may waive any requirement of this
Section upon making a finding that compliance with the
requirement will involve an unnecessary hardship and the waiver
of such requirement will not adversely affect the standards and
requirements set forth in Section 15.08(6)(B). The City Council
may require as a condition of the waiver such dedication or
construction, or agreement to dedicate or construct, as may be
necessary to adequately meet said standards and requirements.

Storm Water Management Plan Approval Procedures.
A.

Application. A completed permit application signed by the
landowner (or contractor on non-City government project) along
with the proposed grading, drainage, and erosion control plan,
storm water management plan, and maintenance agreement as
required shall be filed with the Public Works Director. It shall
include a statement indicating the grounds upon which the
approval is requested, that the proposed use is permitted by right or
as an exception in the underlying zoning district, and adequate
evidence showing that the proposed use will conform to the
standards set forth in this Section. A narrative describing the
purpose of the project and efforts taken to avoid or minimize
wetland or shoreland impacts must be included.
Three (3) copies of all necessary maps, plans including the grading
plans and erosion control plans, wetland delineation report,
sequencing and alternatives analyses, wetland replacement plan
applications, specifications, and calculations shall be submitted to
the City Administrator along with a bond when required by this
Section. Drawings shall be prepared to a scale appropriate to the
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site of the project and suitable for the review to be performed. At a
minimum the scale shall be 1 inch (1”) equals one hundred (100)
feet.

7.

B.

Grading, Drainage, and Erosion Control Plan. At a minimum, the
grading, drainage, and erosion control plan shall contain the
information in the Construction Site Runoff Control section of the
City of Mahtomedi Stormwater Management Standards.

C.

Storm Water Management Plan. At a minimum, the storm water
management plan shall contain the information in the Storm Water
Management Plan Requirements of the City of Mahtomedi
Stormwater Management Standards and include a maintenance
agreement that meets the requirements of Section 15.08(11).

Plan Review Procedure.
A.

Process. Storm water management plans meeting the requirements
of Subdivision 6 shall be analyzed and submitted to the Planning
Commission for review in accordance with the standards of
Subdivision 8. The Planning Commission shall recommend
approval, recommend approval with conditions, request additional
information and consideration, or recommend denial of the storm
water management plan. Following Planning Commission action,
the storm water management plan shall be submitted to the City
Council at its next available meeting. City Council action on the
storm water management plan must be accomplished within the
statutory period for review of planning applications, subsequent to
the receipt of a complete permit application by the City.

B.

Duration. Approval of a plan submitted under the provisions of
this subdivision shall expire one (1) year after the date of approval
unless construction has commenced in accordance with the plan.
Any plan may be revised in the same manner as originally
approved.

C.

Conditions. A storm water management plan and maintenance
agreement may be approved subject to compliance with conditions
reasonable and necessary to ensure that the requirements contained
in this Section are met. Such conditions may, among other matters,
limit the size, kind, or character of the proposed development,
require the construction of structures, drainage facilities, storage
basins, and other facilities, require replacement of vegetation,
establish required monitoring procedures, stage the work over
time, require alteration of the site design to insure buffering, and
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require the conveyance to the City of Mahtomedi or other public
entity of certain lands or interests therein.

8.

D.

Performance Bond. Prior to approval of any storm water
management plan and maintenance agreement, the applicant shall
submit an agreement to construct such required physical
improvements, to dedicate property or easements, or to comply
with such conditions as may have been agreed to. Such agreement
shall be accompanied by a bond in the amount set by the City
Administrator on a case by case basis to cover the amount of the
established cost of complying with the agreement. The agreement
and bond shall guarantee completion and compliance with
conditions within a specific time. The amount of the bond will
typically be the sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000) per acre of
site, plus the estimated value of all erosion control facilities in the
plan multiplied by 1.25.

E.

Upon receipt of the stormwater management plan and maintenance
agreement, the City Administrator shall determine the fee amount
on a case-by-case basis. The fees will be set in accordance with the
Fee Schedule.

Approval Standards.
A.

9.

Approval. No storm water management plan that fails to meet the
local watershed district requirements and the City of Mahtomedi
Stormwater Management Standards shall be approved by the City
Council. The storm water management plan shall meet the
submittal criteria for the plans of the City of Mahtomedi
Stormwater Management Standards prior to starting construction.”

Storm Water Management Criteria for Permanent Facilities.
A.

An applicant shall install or construct, on or for the proposed land
disturbing or development activity, all storm water management
facilities necessary to manage increased runoff so that the oneyear, two-year, ten-year, and 100-year storm peak discharge rates
existing before the proposed development shall not be increased
and accelerated channel erosion will not occur as a result of the
proposed land disturbing or development activity. The applicant
shall submit appropriate calculations demonstrating this. In certain
instances runoff may be directed to facilities offsite that have been
or will be constructed by the City or others. In these cases the
applicant shall share in the costs of these offsite facilities in
accordance with City policies.
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B.

The applicant shall give consideration to reducing the need for
storm water management facilities by incorporating the use of
natural topography and land cover such as wetlands, ponds, natural
swales, and depressions as they exist before development to the
degree that they can accommodate the additional flow of water
without compromising the integrity or quality of the wetland or
pond.

C.

The following storm water management practices shall be
investigated in developing a storm water management plan in the
following descending order of preference:

D.

i.

Natural infiltration of precipitation on-site including the
usage of natural or vegetated areas on the site, minimizing
impervious surfaces, and directing runoff to vegetated areas
rather than to adjoining streets, storm sewers, and ditches;

ii.

Flow attenuation by use of open vegetated swales and
natural depressions;

iii.

Storm water retention facilities using skimmers and
submerged outlets to prevent surface discharge; and

iv.

Storm water detention facilities using the criteria cited
herein and those established by the governing watershed
district for implementation of detention facilities based on
the receiving water body quality category.

A combination of successive practices may be used to achieve the
applicable minimum control requirements specified in Subpart (A)
above. The applicant shall provide justification for the method
selected.

10.

Design Standards. Unless determined by the City to be exempt or granted
a waiver, all site designs shall establish storm water management facilities
to control the peak flow rates and pollutants of stormwater discharge
associated with specified design storms and runoff volumes, as detailed in
the City of Mahtomedi Stormwater Management Standards and local
watershed district requirements.

11.

Maintenance Plan and Agreement. All storm water management facilities
shall be designed to minimize the need of maintenance, to provide access
for maintenance purposes and to be structurally sound.
A.

A Maintenance Agreement with the respective watershed district
that documents all responsibilities for operation and maintenance

Chapter 15 - 59

of all permanent storm water management facilities shall be
received by the City prior to permit approval. Such responsibility
shall be documented in a maintenance plan and executed through a
Maintenance Agreement that is executed and recorded against the
parcel. The Maintenance Agreement shall be in a form approved
by the respective watershed district and provided to the City prior
to permit approval. The Maintenance Agreement shall describe the
inspection and maintenance obligations of this section and shall, at
a minimum:
i.

The Responsible Party who is permanently responsible for
maintenance of the structural and nonstructural measures.

ii.

Pass responsibilities for such maintenance to successors in
title.

iii.

Allow the City and its representatives the right-of-entry for
the purposes of inspecting all permanent storm water
management facilities.

iv.

Allow the City the right to repair and maintain the facility,
if necessary maintenance is not performed after proper and
reasonable notice to the responsible party of the permanent
storm water management facility.

v.

Include a maintenance plan that contains, but is not limited
to the following:
a.

Identification of all structural permanent storm
water facility.

b.

A schedule for regular inspection, monitoring, and
maintenance of each practice. Monitoring shall
verify whether the practice is functioning as
designed and may include, but is not limited to
quality, temperature, and quantity of runoff.

c.

Identification of the Responsible Party for
conducting the inspection, monitoring and
maintenance for each practice.

d.

Include a schedule and format for reporting
compliance with the maintenance agreement to the
City.
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vi.

The issuance of a permit constitutes a right-of-entry for the
community or its contractor to enter upon the construction
site. The applicant shall allow the community and their
authorized representatives, upon presentation of
credentials, to:
a.

Enter upon the permitted site for the purpose of
obtaining information, examination of records,
conducting investigations or surveys.

b.

Bring such equipment upon the permitted
development as is necessary to conduct such
surveys and investigations.

c.

Examine and copy any books, papers, records, or
memoranda pertaining to activities or records
required to be kept under the terms and conditions
of the permit.
Inspect the stormwater pollution control measures.

d.
e.

Sample and monitor any items or activities
pertaining to stormwater pollution control measures.

f.

Correct deficiencies in stormwater and erosion and
sediment control measures.

B.

Inspection programs shall be established on any reasonable basis,
including but not limited to: routine inspections; random
inspections; inspections based upon complaints or other notice of
possible violations; inspection of drainage basins or areas
identified as higher than typical sources of sediment or other
contaminants or pollutants; inspections of businesses or industries
of a type associated with higher than usual discharges of
contaminants or pollutants or with discharges of a type which are
more likely than the typical discharge to cause violations of state
or federal water or sediment quality standards or the NPDES
permit; and joint inspections with other agencies inspecting under
environmental or safety laws. Inspections may include, but are not
limited to, reviewing maintenance and repair records; sampling
discharges, surface water, groundwater, and material or water in
drainage control facilities; and evaluating the condition of drainage
control facilities and other storm water management practices as
required by the associated watershed district.

C.

The Responsible Party shall make records of the installation and of
all maintenance and repairs of the storm water management
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facilities, and shall retain the records for at least three (3) years.
These records shall be made available to the City during inspection
of the storm water management facilities and at other reasonable
times upon request.
D.

12.

If a Responsible Party fails or refuses to meet the requirements of
the Maintenance Agreement, the City, after reasonable notice, may
correct a violation of the design standards or maintenance needs by
performing all necessary work to place the storm water
management facility in proper working condition. In the event that
the storm water management facility becomes a danger to public
safety or public health, the City shall notify the Responsible Party
in writing. Upon receipt of that notice, the Responsible Party shall
have thirty days to perform maintenance and repair of the facility
in an approved manner. After proper notice, the City may
specially assess the owner(s) of the storm water management
facility for the cost of repair work and any penalties; and the cost
of the work shall be assessed against the property and collected
along with ordinary taxes by the county.

Wetlands. All activities shall be in compliance with the Wetland
Conservation Act of 1991 or the following, whichever is more restrictive:
A.

Runoff shall not be discharged directly into wetlands without
presettlement of the runoff.

B.

A protective buffer strip of natural vegetation at least one rod (16.5
feet) in width shall adjoin all delineated wetland boundaries or at
the OHW, whichever is greater in elevation.

C.

Wetlands must not be drained or filled, wholly or partially, unless
replaced by restoring or creating wetland areas of at least equal
public value. Replacement must be guided by the following
principles in descending order of priority:
i.

Avoiding the direct or indirect impact of the activity that
may destroy or diminish the wetland;

ii.

Minimizing the impact by limiting the degree or magnitude
of the wetland activity and its implementation;

iii.

Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or
restoring the affected wetland environment;
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iv.

Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by
preservation and maintenance operations during the life of
the activity; and

v.

Compensating for the impact by replacing or providing
substitute wetland resources or environments. All
replacement wetland shall be located within the respective
Watershed District, unless the Watershed District finds the
need for exception.

13.

Steep Slopes. No land disturbing or development shall be allowed on
slopes of eighteen percent (18%) or more.

14.

Drain Leaders. All newly constructed and reconstructed buildings shall
route drain leaders to pervious areas wherein the runoff can be allowed to
infiltrate. The flow rate of water exiting the leaders shall be controlled so
no erosion occurs in the pervious areas.

15.

Models/Methodologies/Computations. Hydrologic models and design
methodologies used for the determination of runoff and analysis of storm
water management structures shall be approved by the City Engineer.
Plans, specification, and computations for storm water management
facilities submitted for review shall be sealed and signed by a registered
professional engineer. All computations shall appear on the plans
submitted for review, unless otherwise approved by the city engineer. The
submitted calculations shall include:
A.

B.

C.

Calculations demonstrating that post-development, peak discharge
rates are not increased over existing conditions for the 1-, 2-, 10-,
and 100-year storm events.
Calculations demonstrating that detention facilities have been
designed with permanent pool volume sufficient to retain the
runoff from a 2.5-inch rainfall.
A tabulation of normal, 1-year and 100-year flood elevations for
all lakes, ponds, creeks, and wetlands.

16.

Watershed Management Plans/Groundwater Management Plans. Storm
water management plans shall be consistent with adopted watershed
management plans and groundwater management plans prepared in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 103B, 103D and Minnesota
Rules 8410.0160, and as approved by the Minnesota Board of Water and
Soil Resources in accordance with state law.

17.

Easements. If a storm water management plan involves direction of some
or all runoff off of the site, it shall be the responsibility of the applicant to
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obtain from adjacent property owners any necessary easements or other
property interests concerning flowage of water.
18.

Lawn Fertilizers Regulations.
A.

Use of Impervious Surfaces. No person shall apply fertilizer to or
deposit grass clippings, leaves, or other vegetative materials on
impervious surfaces, or within storm water drainage systems,
natural drainage ways, or within wetland buffer areas.

B.

Unimproved Land Area. Except for driveways, sidewalks, patios,
areas occupied by structures, or areas which have been improved
by landscaping, all areas shall be covered by plants or vegetative
growth.

C.

Fertilizer Content. No lawn fertilizer containing any amount of
phosphorus or other compounds containing phosphorus such as
phosphates shall be applied within the City except in the following
circumstances:
i.

In newly established vegetation areas during the first
growing season; and

ii.

In areas in which a soil test confirms that phosphorus levels
are lower than needed to maintain vegetative growth, as
determined by the University of Minnesota Extension
Service. Fertilizer applied in these areas shall not exceed
the amount of phosphorus fertilizer at the appropriate
application rate recommended in the soil test evaluation.

19.

Buffer Zone. Fertilizer applications shall not be made within 16.5 feet of
any wetland or water resource.

20.

Other Controls. In the event of any conflict between the provisions of this
Section and the provisions of an erosion control or shoreland protection
plan adopted by the City, the more restrictive standard shall prevail.

21.

Penalty.
A.

Notice of Violation. When the City, or designated representative,
determines that an activity is not being carried out in accordance
with the requirements of this ordinance, it shall issue a written
notice of violation to the owner of the property. The notice of
violation shall contain:
i.

The name and address of the owner of Applicant,
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22.

ii.

The address when available or a description of the land
upon which the violation is occurring,

iii.

A statement specifying the nature of the violation,

iv.

A description of the remedial measures necessary to bring
the development activity into compliance with this
ordinance and a time schedule for the completion of such
remedial action,

v.

At statement of the penalty or penalties that shall or may be
assessed against the person to whom the notice of violation
is directed, and

vi.

A statement that the determination of violation may be
appealed to the City by filing a written notice of appeal
within 15 days of services notice of violation.

B.

Stop Work Order. Persons receiving a stop work order will be
required to halt all construction activities. This Stop Work Order
will be in effect until the City confirms that the Land Disturbance
Activity is in compliance and the violation has been satisfactorily
addressed. Failure to address a notice of violation in a timely
manner may result in civil, criminal, or monetary penalties in
accordance with the enforcement measures authorized in this
ordinance.

C.

Civil or Criminal Penalties. In addition to or as an alternative to
any penalty provided herein or by law, any person who violates the
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and
subject to prosecution. Such person shall be guilty of a separate
offense for each day during which the violation occurs or
continues.

D.

Restoration of Lands. Any violator may be required to restore land
to its undisturbed condition. In the event that restoration is not
undertaken within a reasonable time after notice, the City may take
necessary corrective action, the cost of which may, after notice and
opportunity for hearing, be specially assessed against the property
and collected along with the ordinary taxes by the county.

Appeals.
A.

Appeals. Any person aggrieved by the action of any official
charged with the enforcement of this ordinance, as the result of the
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disapproval of a properly filed application for approval, issuance of
a written notice of violation, or an alleged failure to properly
enforce the ordinance in regard to a specific application, shall have
the right to appeal the action to the City.
i.

The Applicant shall submit the appeal in writing and
include supporting documentation.

ii.

City staff shall make a decision on the appeal within 15
business days of receipt of a complete appeal application.

iii.

The Applicant may appeal the decision of city staff to the
city council. This appeal must be filed with the City within
30 days of City staff’s decision.
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Section 11.02: Subdivision Regulations
Subdivision 1: Intent

SECTION 11.02:
SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS

SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS
The Subdivision Regulations specify the types of land division that can occur in the City of Mahtomedi. It also specifies
layout, improvements, and construction standards that are typically associated with land divisions.

11.02. Subdivision Regulations.
1.0 Intent. The process of dividing raw land into home sites, or separate lots for other uses, is one of the most
important factors in the growth of the City of Mahtomedi. Few activities have a more lasting effect upon
its appearance and environment. Once the land has been subdivided into urban lots and the streets, names,
and other structures have been constructed, the basic character of this addition to the City has become
firmly established. It is then virtually impossible to alter its basic character without substantial expense. In
most subdivisions, roads and streets must be maintained and various public services must be provided.
The welfare of the entire City is thereby affected in many important respects. It is, therefore, to the
interest of the general public, the developer, and the future owners that subdivisions be conceived,
designed, and developed in accordance with sound rules and proper standards.
All subdivisions of land hereafter submitted for approval shall fully comply, in all respects, with the
regulations set forth herein. It is the intent of these regulations to:
A. Encourage well planned, efficient, and attractive subdivisions by establishing adequate standards for
design and construction.
B. Provide for the health and safety of residents by requiring properly designed streets and adequate
sewage and water service.
C. Place the cost of improvements against those benefiting from their construction.
D. Secure the rights of the public with respect to public lands and waters.
E. Set the minimum requirements necessary to protect the public health, safety, morals, comfort,
convenience, and general welfare.
2.0 Scope. The rules and regulations governing plats and subdivisions of land contained herein shall apply
within the City of Mahtomedi and other land as permitted by State Statutes. In the event of overlapping
jurisdiction within the prescribed area, the extent of jurisdiction shall be determined and agreed upon
between the City and the other municipalities concerned. Except in the case of resubdivision, this
Ordinance shall not apply to any lot or lots forming a part of a subdivision recorded in the office of the
County Recorder prior to the effective date of this Ordinance, and it is not intended by this Ordinance to
repeal, annul or in any way impair or interfere with existing provisions of other laws or ordinances except
those specifically repealed by, or in conflict with this Ordinance, or with private restrictions placed upon
property by deed, covenant, or other private agreement, or with restrictive covenants running with the
land. Where this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the land than is imposed or required by
such existing provisions of law, ordinance, contract or deed, the provisions of this Ordinance shall
control.
3.0 Definitions.
A. Rules. Words used in the present tense include the past and future tense; the singular number includes
the plural, and the plural includes the singular; the word ‘shall’ is mandatory, and the work ‘may’ is
permissive. In the event of conflicting provisions in the text of this regulation, the more restrictive
shall apply.
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B. Definitions. The following words and phrases used in this Ordinance shall have the meaning
respectively ascribed to them in the Section.

A
Abutting. Making direct contact with or immediately bordering.
Additional Escrow Funds. The cash escrow deposit required by the City after depletion of the Initial Escrow
Funds for the City’s estimated Out – of – Pocket Costs related to zoning and / or subdivision petitions,
including, but not limited to processing plats, subdivisions, or site plans.
Administrative Review. Administrative Review is a review of an application by the head of each City
Department and / or other division of the City as determined by the Zoning Administrator and does not
require review and / or approval by the Planning Commission or City Council.
Affected Property Owner. Any individual or legal entity owning property affected within the jurisdiction of
the regulations in this Ordinance.
Alley. A public or private thoroughfare which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting property.
Alteration. Any change, addition, or modification in construction or type of occupancy or in the structural
members of a building such as foundation, walls, partitions, columns, beams or girders, the completed nature
of which may be referred to as ‘altered’ or ‘reconstructed’.
Applicant. The owners, their agent, or representative having interest in land where an application for city
review of any permit, use, or development is required by this Ordinance.
Appraised Valuation. The market value of a structure or lot as determined by the current records of the
Washington County Assessor.
Approved. To give formal or official sanction to by the Building Inspector, Zoning Administrator, Planning
Commission, City Council, or other responsible entity.
Area, Gross Land. The total area of land including the area of perimeter street right-of-ways to the parcel
line, wetlands, and other publicly dedicated improvements such as parks, open space, and storm water
management facilities.
Area, Net Land. The area of land excluding street right – of – ways, wetlands, and other publicly dedicated
improvements such as parks, open space, and storm water management facilities.
Attorney. The City Attorney.
Authorized Agent. One who is authorized to act for or in the place of another as a representative, emissary,
or official of a government.

B
Best Management Practice (BMP). Structural or nonstructural measures, practices, techniques, or devices
employed to avoid or minimize soil, sediment or pollutants carried in runoff to waters of the state.
Block. A tract of land bounded by streets or a combination of streets, parks, railroad right – of – way,
shorelines or corporate boundary lines of the City.
Board of Adjustments and Appeals. See ‘Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals’.
Boulevard. The portion of the street right – of – way between the curb line and the property line.
Buildable Area. The space remaining on a lot after the minimum setback and open space requirements of this
Ordinance have been met.
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Building. Any temporary or permanent structure intended for the shelter, support, or enclosure of persons,
animals or property of any kind. When separated by division walls without openings, each portion of such
building shall be deemed a separate building.
Building Code. The Minnesota State Building Code.
Building Line. A line on a plat between which line and a street no building or structure may be erected.
Building Official or Building Inspector. The Building Official or Building Inspector shall be the Building
Code Enforcement as specified in Chapter 2 of the City Code of the City of Mahtomedi.
Butt lot. A lot at the end of a block and located between two corner lots.

C
Cease and Desist. A court issued order to halt the activity that is being conducted without a permit or in
violation of this Ordinance.
Certificate of Survey. A legal document depicting property information that is signed by a registered land
surveyor under Minnesota state laws.
Chair. The Chair of the Planning Commission or other body as the context requires.
City. The incorporated City of Mahtomedi, State of Minnesota.
City Council. The governing body of the City of Mahtomedi. (See Chapter 2)
Commission. The City Planning Commission.
Common Open Space. Land held in common ownership used for natural habitat, pedestrian corridors, and /
or recreational purposes that are protected from future development.
Comprehensive Plan. The Mahtomedi Comprehensive Plan including the policy statements, goals,
standards, functional classes of land use, places and structures, ad the general physical development of the
City of Mahtomedi.
Contiguous. Parcels of land that share a common lot line or boundary.
Contour Map. A map on which irregularities of land surface are shown by lines connecting point of equal
elevations. Contour interval is the vertical height between contour lines.
Conveyance. As defined n Minnesota State Statutes 272.12.
Corner Lot. See ‘Lot, Corner’.
Council. See ‘City Council’.
County. Washington County, Minnesota.
Cul – de – sac. A permanent street terminating at one end without connecting with another road and designed
so that it cannot be further extended without taking property not
dedicated as a street.
Curb Level. The level of the established curb, as measured at
the top of curb, in front of a building or structure measured at the
center of such front. Where no curb elevation has been
established, the City Engineer or other Authorized Agent shall
establish such curb elevation.
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D
Design Standards. The specifications to land owners or subdividers for the preparation of plats, indicating,
among other things, the optimum, minimum and maximum dimensions of such items as rights – of – way,
blocks, easements, and lots.
Designations. The terms, Council, Commission, City, Administrator, Inspector, Engineer, Planner and
Attorney, unless otherwise identified, shall mean the City Council, the City Planning Commission, the City of
Mahtomedi, the City Administrator, the City Building Inspector, the City Engineer, the City Planner and the
City Attorney, respectively.
Development. Any human made changes to improve or unimproved real estate, including, but not limited to
the construction of buildings, structures, or accessory structures; the construction of additions or substantial
alterations to buildings, structures or accessory structures; the placement of manufactured homes or mobile
homes; ditching, lagooning, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation, or drilling operations, and the
deposition or extraction of earthen materials.
Double Frontage Lot. See ‘Lot, Double Frontage (Through Lot).
Dredging. The process by which soils or other surface materials, normally transported by surface water
erosion into a body of water, are removed for the purpose of deepening the body of water.
Driveway. A private road or path for vehicle access or a public road, which is wholly located on the parcel
which is afforded access.
Drainage Course. A water course or indenture for the drainage of surface water.
Drainage System. One or more artificial ditches, tile drains, similar devices that collect surface runoff of
groundwater and covey it to a point of discharge.

E
Easement. A grant by an owner of land for a specified use by persons other than the owner.
Enforcement Officer. The City Administrator and his / her authorized representative charged with the
responsibility of enforcing this Ordinance.
Engineer. The City Engineer.
Environmental Impact Worksheet, Assessment or Statement. A document that may be required under
Minnesota Statutes or this Ordinance to determine the environmental effects resulting from a ground
disturbing, development, or construction activity.
Equipment. The implements uses in an operation or activity.
Erosion. The process by which the land’s surface is worn by action of wind, water, ice or gravity.
Erosions and Sediment Control Plan. A comprehensive plan developed to address pollution caused by
erosion and sedimentation of soil particles or rock fragments during construction.
Essential Services. Underground gas, and underground or overhead electrical, steam, water or other
transmission or distribution systems; collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including towers
(except towers subject to Section 11.01, Subdivision 11.37, which are regulated under that subdivision),
poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire and police alarm systems, traffic signals,
hydrants and similar equipment, but not including essential services facilities.
Essential Services Facilities. Buildings and other structures necessary for the provision of essential services,
including but not limited to, telephone exchange stations, booster or pressure regulating stations, wells and
pumping stations, elevated tanks, lift stations, and electrical power substations, provided that no building or
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structure having a base area (base area equals length times width) greater than thirty square feet shall be
located within thirty feet from the lot line of an abutting lot or right-of-way line.
Essential Services Facilities – City Facilities. Essential service facilities owned and operated by the City of
Mahtomedi and located upon City owned property, within City easement areas, within City street right-ofway, and/or within other property pursuant to a lease agreement, a license agreement, a joint powers
agreement, and/or other agreement with the property owner(s).
Excavation, Land. See ‘Land Filling and Excavation’.
Exterior Property Area. The open space on the premises and on adjoining property under the control of
owners or operators of such premise.

F
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The federal agency that administers the National
Insurance Program.
Fill. Any act, by which soil, earth, sand, gravel, rock, or any similar material is deposited, placed, pushed, or
transported and shall include the conditions resulting thereupon.
Final Plat. A drawing or map of an approved subdivision that meets all the requirements of the subdivision
regulations, and in such forms as required by the city for purposes of recording.
Final Stabilization. All land disturbing construction activities at the construction site have been completed
and a uniform perennial vegetative cover has been established, with a density of at least seventy percent
(70%) of the cover, for the unpaved areas and areas not covered by permanent structures, or that employ
equivalent permanent stabilization measures.
Financial Guarantee. A performance bond, maintenance bond, surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit, or
similar guarantees submitted to the City of Mahtomedi by the responsible party to assure that the
requirements of this Ordinance and the applicable permits are carried out in compliance with the approvals
and requirements.
Flag Lot. See ‘Lot, Neck’.
Flood or Flooding. A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land
area caused by one of the following conditions:


The overflow or rise of inland waters;



The rapid accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source;



The inundation caused by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical levels along
the shore of White Bear Lake;



The sudden increase caused by an unusually high water level in a natural body of water,
accompanied by a sever storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature.

Floodplain. The area adjoining a watercourse or water basin that have been or may be covered by a regional
flood.
Flood Frequency. The probability of a flood occurrence that is determined from statistical analyses. The
frequency of a particular flood event is usually expressed as occurring, on the average, once in a specified
number of years or as a percent chance of occurring in any given year.
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). A map of a community on which the Federal Insurance Administration
has delineated both special flood hazard areas (the floodplain) and the risk premium zones applicable to the
community. This map can be amended by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
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Floodfringe. That portion of the flood plain outside the floodway that is covered by flood waters during the
regional flood and is generally associated with standing water rather than flowing water.
Frontage. All the property abutting on one side of a street between intersecting or intercepting streets, or
between a street and a right-of-way, waterway, end of a dead-end street, or City boundary measured along the
street line. An intercepting street shall determine only the boundary of the frontage on the side of the street
that it intercepts.
Frontage, Abutting. The part of a lot, parcel, or property that abuts or fronts an improvement.
Frontage, Long. The long dimension of a corner lot regardless of the principal building orientation.
Frontage, Short. The short dimension of a corner lot regardless of the principal building orientation.

G
Governing Body. The City Council.
Grade, Finished.
A. For buildings more than five (5) feet from any street line, the average level of the finished surface
adjacent to the exterior walls of the building.
B. For buildings having one or more exterior walls within five (5) feet of a street line or lines, the
average of the elevations of the sidewalk or sidewalks, or their equivalent established ground surface,
adjacent to such street line or lines.
Grade, Street. The elevation of the established street in front of the building measured at the center of such
front. Where no street grade has been established, the City Engineer shall establish such street grade or its
equivalent for the purpose of this Ordinance.
Grass Lawn. A lawn consisting primarily of Kentucky bluegrass, perennial rye grass, fescues, and / or other
grasses generally associated with mowed and maintained grass lawns.
Growth. Any object of natural growth, including trees, shrubs, or foliage, except farm crops that are cut at
least once a year.

I
Implements. A device used in the performance of a task.
Infill Development. An undeveloped area of land located within an existing development.
Infiltration. The entry of precipitation or runoff into or through the soil.
Infiltration System. A device or practice such as a basin, trench, rain garden, or swale designed specifically
to encourage infiltration, but does not include natural infiltration in pervious surfaces such as lawns,
redirecting of roof downspouts onto lawns, or minimal infiltration from practices, such as swales or road side
channels designed for conveyance and pollutant removal only.
Initial Escrow Funds. The cash escrow deposit required for the City’s estimated Out-Of-Pocket Costs related
to zoning and / or subdivision petitions, including, but not limited to, processing plats, subdivisions, site
plans, rezonings, comprehensive plan amendments, conditional use permits or variances.

K
Key Map. A map drawn to comparatively small scale which definitely shows the area proposed to be platted
area the areas surrounding it to a given distance.

L
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Land. The earth, water, and air above, below, or on the surface, and includes any improvements or structures
regarded as land.
Land Alteration. The reclaiming of land by depositing, removing or moving material so as to alter the grade
or topography.
Land Clearing. The removal of a contiguous group of trees and other woody plants in an area of 20,000
square feet or more within any twelve (12) month period. Refer to Section 11.01, Subdivision 10.5: Slopes /
Woodland Protection, Preservation, and Replacement for more information.
Land Disturbing Construction Activity. Any human made alteration of the land surface resulting in a
change in the topography or existing vegetative or non-vegetative cover, that may result in runoff and lead in
an increase in soil erosion and movement of sediment into the waters of the state. Land disturbing
construction activity includes clearing and grubbing, demolition, excavating, pit trench dewatering, filling,
and grading activities.
Land Filling and / or Excavation. The action or process of filling, cutting, digging, scooping, or otherwise
altering the existing land.
Lot. A parcel of land designated by metes and bounds, registered land
survey, plat or other means, and which description is either recorded in the
office of the Washington County Recorder or Registrar of Titles or used by
the County Treasurer or county Assessor to separate such parcel from other
lands for tax purposes.
Lot, Area. The area of a horizontal plane within the lot lines.
Lot, Buildable. A lot which meets or exceeds all requirements of this
Ordinance without the necessity of variances.
Lot, Building Coverage. The area of a lot occupied by the principal and
accessory buildings.
Lot, Coverage (within Shoreland Overlay District also known as
impervious coverage). The area of a lot occupied by the principal and
accessory buildings including driveways and sidewalks.
Lot, Corner. A lot abutting upon two (2) or more streets at their intersection
or junction, or a lot bounded on two (2) sides by a curving street where it is
possible to draw two (2) intersection chords, one each commencing at each
other the two (2) points of intersection of the lot lines and street line, which
intersection with each other to for an interior angle of less than one hundred
– twenty (120) degrees.
Lot, Depth. The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot
lines. In order to allow flexibility in determining lot depth for parcels of
unusual configuration, lot depth can be measured by averaging side property
lines or by measuring a straight line extending from the front lot line to the
rear lot line and passing through the building, subject to determination by the
Zoning Administrator. On a corner lot, the side with the largest frontage is its
depth, and the side with the lesser frontage is its width.
Lot, Double Frontage (Through Lot). Any lot other than a corner lot which
abuts more than one (1) street or street right-of-way. On a through lot, the
Zoning Administrator or other Authorized Agent shall determine the front.
Lot Interior. A lot other than a corner lot including double frontage (through
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lots).
Lot, Irregular (or Irregular Lot). A parcel or lot within a subdivision abutting a cul-de-sac or curbed street
approximately equal in area to the other lots within the subdivision; however, having unusually short abutting
frontage in comparison to the other lots.
Lot, Neck. A lot with reduced frontage on a public right-of-way where access to the public right-of-way is by
a narrow private strip of land owned in fee.
Lot Lines. A lot line is the property line bounding a lot, except that where any portion of a lot extends into a
public right-of-way or a proposed public right-of-way, the line of such public right-of-way shall be the lot
line.
Lot, Lines Related.
a. Front Lot Line. That boundary of a lot which abuts an existing or dedicated public street or a private
road. In the case of a corner lot, it shall be the shortest dimension of a public street. If the dimensions
of a corner lot are equal, the front lot line shall be designated by the owner and filed with the City. In
the case of a corner lot in a non-residential area, the lot shall be deemed to have frontage on both
streets.
b. Rear Lot Line. That boundary of a lot which is opposite to the front lot line. If the rear lot line is less
than ten (10) feet in length, or if the lot forms a point at the rear, the rear lot line shall be a line ten
(10) feet in length within the lot, parallel to, and the maximum distance from the front lot line.
c. Side Lot Line. Any boundary of a lot which is not a
front lot line or a rear lot line.

Lot, Width. The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at right angles to the lot depth at the
established front building line. In the case of a lot fronting on a curvilinear street or cul-de-sac, the lot width
shall be defined as the horizontal distance between the side lot lines on a line parallel to the front lot line at
the required building setback from the front parcel line. On a corner lot that is vacant, the side wit the shortest
frontage is the width.
Lot of Record. A lot which is a part of a subdivision, the map of which has been recorded in the office of the
Registrar of Deeds or the County Recorder’s office, or a lot described by metes and bounds, the deed to which
has been recorded in the office of the Registrar of Deeds or the County Recorder’s office at the time of this
Ordinance is passed.

M
Marginal Access Street (Service Road). A minor street parallel to and adjacent to high volume arterial
streets and highways, which provides access to abutting properties and protection of through traffic.
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Metes and Bounds Description. A description of real property which is not described by reference to a lot or
block shown on a map, but is described by starting at a known point and describing the bearings and distances
of the lines forming the boundaries of the property or delineates a fractional portion of a section, lot or area by
described lines or portions thereof.
Minimum Subdivision Design Standards. Guides, principles and specifications for the preparation of
subdivision plans indicating among other things, the minimum and maximum dimensions of the various
elements set forth in the plan.
Minor Street. A street of limited continuity used primarily for access to the abutting properties and the local
needs of a neighborhood.
Minor Subdivision. The division of a parcel of land into three (3) or less lots in accordance with Section
11.02, Subdivision 10.0 (E): Minor Subdivision.

N
Natural Water Way. A natural passageway in the surface of the earth so situated and having such
topographical nature that surface water flows through it from other areas before reaching a final ponding
areas. The term also includes all drainage structures that have been constructed or placed for the purpose of
conducting water from one place to another.
Neck Lot. See ‘Lot, Neck’.
Non-Conforming Lot of Record. An unimproved lot which was legally recorded on or before the effective
date of this Ordinance which does not comply with the lot size requirements for any permitted use in the
district in which it is located. Such lot is considered buildable only as stipulated in Section 11.01, Subdivision
10.2, G: Nonconforming Lots.
Non – Riparian Lot. A lot of record that does not abut a public water.

O
Official Zoning Map. A map adopted in accordance with the provisions of Minnesota State Statute 394.361.
Ordinary High Water Mark. The point on the bank or shore up to which the presence and action of surface
water is so continuous as to leave a distinctive mark such as by erosion, destruction or prevention of terrestrial
vegetation, predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristics.
Out-Of-Pocket Expenses. The out-of-pocket expenses incurred by the City in employing the services of any
planner, engineer, inspector, legal counsel, or other Professional Consultants with regard to zoning and /or
subdivision petition processing.
Outlot. A portion of a platted subdivision or other parcel of land not intended by its owner for immediate
building development or dedication or land for purposes other than development.
Owner. An individual, firm association, syndicate, co – partnership, corporation, trust, or any other legal
entity having sufficient proprietary interest in the land sought to be subdivided to commence and maintain
proceedings to subdivide the same under these regulations.

P
Parcel. See ‘Lot’.
Pedestrian Way. A public right – of – way across or within a block, to be used by pedestrians.
Person. An individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation or joint venture or organization of any kind.
Planning Commission. The duly appointed Planning Commission of the City of Mahtomedi.
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Plan. A map or drawing indicating the proposed layout of the subdivision to be submitted to the Planning
Commission and the City Council for their consideration, in compliance with eh Comprehensive
Development Plan and these regulations along with required supporting data.
Plat. A map or drawing which graphically delineates the boundary of land parcels for the purposes of
identification and record of title. The plat is a recorded legal document and must conform to all Minnesota
State Laws.
Platted Land. Lands with legal descriptions described as lot, block, and plat name.
Private Street. A street serving as vehicular access to two (2) or more parcels of land which is not dedicated
to the public but is owned by one or more private parties.
Professional Consultants. The City’s planning, engineering, inspection, legal and any other paid consultants
retained by the City.
Protective Area. An area of land that commences at the top of channel of lakes, streams, and rivers, or at the
delineated boundary of wetlands, and that is the greatest of the following widths, as measured horizontally
form the top of the channel or delineated wetland boundary to the closest impervious surface. This term does
not include any area of land adjacent to any stream enclosed within a pipe or culvert, such that runoff cannot
enter the enclosure at this location.
Protective Covenants. Contracts entered into between private parties constituting a restriction on the use of
all private property within a subdivision for the benefit of the property owners, and to provide mutual
protection against undesirable aspects of development which would tend to impair stability of values.
Public Land. Land owned and / or operated by a governmental unit, including school districts.
Public Park. Land owned or leased by a government entity for the purpose of providing public recreation and
/or open space.
Public Waters. All lakes, ponds, swamps, streams, drainageways, flood plains, floodways, natural water
course, underground water resources, and similar features involving directly or indirectly, the use of water
within the community as defined by the Department of Natural Resources.
Public Way. All or any part of a road, street, slip, pier, land, or paved alley.

R
Regulation. An authorized rule dealing with details or procedure.
Reserve Strips. A narrow strip of land usually placed between lot lines
and streets to control access.
Responsible Person or Party. The owner, operator, manager,
occupant, or tenant of any structure or premises.
Right-of-Way, Public. An area owned and maintained by government
jurisdiction, for public use.
Riparian Lot. A lot of record that buts a public water that is subject to
the City of Mahtomedi’s Shoreland Management regulations of Section
11.01, Subdivision 11.36: Shoreland Management Overlay District.
Roadway. A paved area within a street right – of – way available or to be available for vehicular traffic,
including all curb and gutter facilities.
Runoff. Storm water or precipitation, including rain, snow or ice melt, or similar water that moves on the land
surface via sheet or channelized flow.
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S
Sediment. Setteable solid materials that are transported by runoff, suspended within runoff or deposited by
runoff away from its original location.
Shorelands. Lands within the following distances from the ordinary high water mark of navigable waters:
one thousand (1,000) feet from a lake, pond, or flowage.
Significant Tree. A healthy coniferous tree measuring six (6) feet or more in height, or a healthy deciduous
tree measuring eight (8) inches or more in diameter. (See Section11.01, Subdivision 10.5: Slopes / Woodland
Protection, Preservation and Replacement).
Site. The entire area including the legal description of the land on which the activity is proposed or being
conducted.
Sketch Plan. A drawing showing the proposed subdivision of property. This plan is not necessarily drawn to
scale and exact accuracy is not a requirement.
Slope. An incline from the horizontal expressed in an arithmetic ratio of horizontal magnitude to vertical
magnitude. (Example: 3:1 slop is 3 feet horizontal and 1 foot vertical.)
Standard. Something set up and established by authority as a rule for the measure of quantity, weight, extent,
value or quality.
Standard, Performance. A criterion established in the interest of protecting the public health and safety for
the control of noise, odor, smoke, noxious gases, and other objectionable or dangerous elements generated by
the inherent in or incidental to land use.
Standard. Something set up and established by authority as a rule for the measure of quantity, weight, extent,
value or quality.
State. The State of Minnesota.
Stop Work Order. An order issued by the Building Inspector or other Authorized Agent that requires all
construction activity on the site to be stopped.
Storm Water Management Plan. A comprehensive plan designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants from
storm water after the site has undergone final stabilization following completion of the construction activity.
Storm Water Management System Plan. A comprehensive plan designed to reduce the discharge of runoff
and pollutants from hydrologic units on a regional or municipal scale.
Street. A public right-of-way, approved and accepted by public authority, that provides a primary means of
public access to abutting property. The term ‘street’ shall include avenue, drive, circle, road, parkway,
boulevard, highway, thoroughfare or any similar term. Street classifications are as defined by the City’s
Comprehensive Land Use Plan.
Street, Surfaced. A street or highway with existing bituminous or concrete pavement surfacing.
Street, Width. The shortest distance between the lines delineating the right – of – way of a street.
Subdivider. Any person, corporation, partnership, association, individual, firm, trust, or agent dividing or
proposing to divide land.
Subdivision. The division of a parcel of land after the effective date of this Ordinance into two (2) or more
lots or parcels, unless otherwise specified in this Ordinance, for the purpose of transfer of ownership or
building development. The term includes resubdivision and, when appropriate to the context, shall relate to
the process of subdividing or to the land subdivided.
Supplied. Installed, furnished, or provided by the owner or operator.
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Surveyor. A land surveyor registered under Minnesota State Laws.

T
Technical Standard. A document that specifies design, predicted performance, and operation and
maintenance specifications for a material, device, or method.
Through Lot. See ‘Lot, Double Frontage (Through Lot)’.
Thoroughfare. A street primarily designated to carry large volumes of traffic and provide for vehicular
movement between and among large areas.
Tracing. A plat or map drawn on transparent paper or cloth which can be reproduced by using regular
reproduction procedure.
Tree Protection. Snow fencing or erosion control fencing placed at the drip line of significant trees to be
preserved.
Turf-Grass. See ‘Grass Lawn’.

V
Vegetation, Natural. Plant life which is native to the location and which would normally grow if the ground
were left undisturbed.
Very Steep Slope. Land having average slopes over twenty – five percent (25%), as measured over horizontal
distances of thirty (30) feet or more.

W
Wetland. Includes the following types of wetlands: fens, sedge meadows, bogs, low prairies, conifer swamps,
shrub swamps, other forested wetlands, fresh wet meadows, shallow marshes, deep mashes, and seasonally
flooded basins. Wetlands also includes degraded wetlands that are dominated by invasive species, such as
reed canary grass.

Z
Zoning Administrator. The official designated by the City of Mahtomedi to administer and enforce this
Ordinance.
Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals. The City Council acting as the Zoning Board of Adjustments
and Appeals of the City of Mahtomedi. (See Chapter 2).
Zoning Code. The Mahtomedi Zoning Ordinance.
Zoning District. An area or areas for which the regulations and requirements governing land use are uniform.
Zoning Map. The map or maps incorporated into this Ordinance as a part thereof designating the City’s
Zoning Districts.
4.0 Types of Land Divisions. The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to the following types of land
division in the City of Mahtomedi:
A. Subdivision plat. Any division of land may be surveyed and a plat thereof approved and recorded
pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance and Minnesota Statutes. However, a platted subdivision
shall be required for any land division that creates four (4) more parcels or building sites.
B. Certified survey map. In lieu of a subdivision plat, any division of land that creates three (3) or less
parcels or building sites shall be surveyed and a certified survey map of such division shall be
approved and recorded pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance and Minnesota Statutes.
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5.0 Compliance. No person, firm, or corporation shall divide any land within the City of Mahtomedi that
results in a subdivision plat or certified survey map, and no such action shall be entitled to record without
compliance with the following:
A. The City’s Comprehensive Plan;
B. All applicable provisions of this Ordinance;
C. The provisions of Section 11.01: Zoning Ordinance;
D. The provisions of Minnesota Statutes relating to subdivisions;
E. The rules of the Minnesota Department of commerce regulating lot size and lot elevation necessary
for property sanitary conditions if any lot or unit is not served by public sewer and provisions for such
service have not been made;
F. The rules of the Minnesota Department of Transportation relating to the provision for the safety of
entrance upon and departure from state trunk highways or connecting highways and for the
preservation of public interest and investment in such highways;
G. The rules of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources setting water quality standards
preventing and abating pollution, and regulating developments within floodplain, wetland, and
shoreland areas; and
H. All other applicable ordinances.
6.0 Platting Procedure.
A. Preliminary Plat.
1. Applicability. For a subdivision of less than four (4) lots, this is an optional requirement. For
subdivisions of four (4) or more lots, Subdividers are required to prepare for review by the City a
proposed Preliminary Plat which shall contain the information listed in this Subdivision.
2. Review Process.
a. Optional pre – application meeting. The property owner (or owner’s agent) of a project
requiring the approval of a preliminary plat is encouraged to request a pre – application
meeting with the Zoning Administrator, Public Works Director, or other Authorized Agent
(and the Planning Commission or City Council, if beneficial) pursuant to the procedures
described in Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, D (1): Pre – application Meeting of the Zoning
Ordinance. The pre – application meeting allows the owner to receive general feedback as to
how the proposed preliminary plat is (or is not) in compliance with this Ordinance. The
meeting also allows the owner to receive general information about the types and details of
improvements that are required to be installed by and at the owner’s expense. Refer to
Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, D (1): Pre – application Meeting for Land Divisions, for
submittal requirements.
b. Initiation. Initiation of a preliminary plat may be made upon application of the property
owner or the owner’s designated agent.
c. Application submittal. A complete application shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator
or other Authorized Agent pursuant to Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, D (2): Application
Forms and Fees and Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, D (3): Application Deadline of the
Zoning Ordinance. The application shall include the following information as applicable or as
directed by the Zoning Administrator or other Authorized Agent:
(1) The subdivider shall furnish the City Administrator or other Authorized Agent with six
(6) full sized copies and one (1) reduced 8 ½ x 11 copy of the preliminary plat. Required
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information to be shown on the preliminary plat. A preliminary plat shall be prepared
based on a survey by a Minnesota registered land surveyor. The preliminary plat shall be
prepared at a scale of not more than one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet and shall
include the following information, except as may be waived by the Zoning Administrator,
Public Works Director, or other Authorized Agent:
(a) General information.
1. Proposed name of the subdivision and location by section, township, and legal
description. The proposed name shall not duplicate or be alike in pronunciation
of the name of any plat theretofore recorded in Washington County.
2. Names and addresses of the record owner, and any agent having control of the
land, subdivider, land surveyor, engineer, and designer of the plan.
3. Location map.
4. Date of preparation, graphic scale, north arrow, and key map of the area within
half (1/2) mile radius.
(b) Existing conditions.
1. The location and names of existing adjacent subdivisions, parks, and cemeteries,
and the owners of record of abutting property that has not been platted.
2. Existing zoning on the adjacent property to the proposed subdivision.
3. Location, size, and invert elevation of any existing sanitary or storm sewers,
culverts and rain pipes, the location of utility holes, catch basins, hydrants, power
and telephone poles, and the location and size of any existing water and gas
mains within the exterior boundaries of the proposed plat and / or immediately
adjacent to the proposed plat. The nearest such sewer or water mains that might
be extended to serve such lands shall be indicated by their direction and distance
from the nearest exterior boundary of the proposed plat and their size and invert
elevations.
4. Type, width, and elevation of existing street pavement within the proposed plat
and / or immediately adjacent thereto, together with any legally established
centerline elevation.
5. Location, right – of – way width, and names of all existing streets, alleys, or
other public ways, easements, railroad and utility right – of – ways, and all U.S.
Public Land Survey section and quarter section lines within the boundaries of the
proposed plat and / or immediately adjacent thereto.
6. Location, delineated extent, and elevations of all lakes, ponds, streams, flowages,
wetlands, and floodplains.
7. Existing topographic contours.
8. Existing natural and physical features including structures, driveways, rock
outcrops, land cover, vegetation, and similar features that may affect the
subdivision.
(c) Proposed conditions.
1. All required setbacks including building setbacks, wetlands buffers, and similar
required setbacks.
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2. Exact length and bearing of the boundaries of the proposed subdivision.
3. Location, width, and names of all proposed streets and public right – of – ways,
such as alleys and easements.
4. Street plans and profiles showing existing ground surface, proposed and
established street grades, including extensions for a reasonable distance beyond
the limits of the proposed subdivision when requested by the Zoning
Administrator, Public Works Director, or other Authorized Agent.
5. Dimensions and size of each lot together with proposed lot and block numbers.
6. Location, dimensions, and size of all sites to be reserved or dedicated for parks,
playgrounds, drainageways, or other public uses.
(2) Additional required information.
(a) Narrative. A narrative shall be submitted with the preliminary plat that describes the
existing zoning and any zoning changes that are contemplated. However, the
indication of such information shall not constitute an application for rezoning. The
narrative shall also describe the proposed us of the lots, the type of buildings, the
number of dwelling units per lot, the proposed density, and any other information that
would assist the Planning Commission and City Council in making a decision on the
preliminary plat request.
(b) Testing. Testing as required by the Public Works Director or other Authorized Agent
to ascertain subsurface soil, rock, water, and other pertinent conditions affecting the
subdivision.
(c) Other related plans. Other related plans as required by this Ordinance, the Planning
Commission or City Council, including, but not limited to an erosion control plan,
storm water management plan, a market analysis plan, or any other plan as may be
required to adequately review the proposed subdivision.
(d) Declaration of covenants and easements. The City Attorney shall review all draft
declaration of deed restrictions and protective covenants, conservation easements,
and homeowner’s associations, and shall approve said instruments as to form.
(e) Staged development plan. Whenever a portion of a tract of land is proposed for
subdividing and the balance of the tract is of a size that would allow future
subdivision, the Planning Commission and / or the City Council may require a
tentative plan for such future subdivision.
d. Staff review. The Zoning Administrator or other Authorized Agent shall complete the
following tasks:
(1) Determine if the application is complete pursuant to Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, D (4)
Application Completeness of the Zoning Ordinance;
(2) Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, submit the application to the required state agencies, the
Fire Chief, the Public Works Director, the City Engineer, and the School District for their
review and comment;
(3) Notice a public hearing pursuant to Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, G: Public Hearing
and Noticing Requirements; and
(4) Review the application, considering the approval criteria, and prepare a report to the
Planning Commission with a recommendation for final action.
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e. Planning Commission recommendation. The Planning Commission shall complete the
following tasks:
(1) The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing pursuant to Section 11.01,
Subdivision 8.1, G: Public Hearing and Noticing Requirements of the Zoning Ordinance;
and
(2) The Planning Commission (considering the approval criteria) shall make a
recommendation of approval, approval with conditions, or denial to the City Council. In
the event the Planning Commission recommends denial or any application for a
preliminary plat, the reasons for such denial shall be provided identifying the ways in
which the proposed request fails to meet the standards and intent of this Ordinance and is
otherwise injurious to the public health, safety, and welfare.
f.

City Council final action.
(1) Within sixty (60) days of the City’s receipt of a complete application, the City Council
shall review the request, the Planning Commission’s recommendation, and the approval
criteria and take action to approve, approve with conditions, or deny the request, unless
extended pursuant to Minnesota State Statutes 15.99: Time Deadline for Agency Action.
(2) The City Council may hold additional public hearings or informational meetings on the
Preliminary Plat. The City Council may also require modifications, changes, and
revisions of the Preliminary Plat, as it deems necessary to protect the health, safety,
morals, comfort, convenience and general welfare of the City.
(3) Approval or approval with conditions of a preliminary plat shall require an affirmative
vote of the majority of the City Council.
(4) The City may extend the time limit of this Subdivision before the end of the initial sixty
(60) day period by providing written notice of the extension to the applicant. The
notification must state the reasons for the extension and its anticipated length, which may
not exceed sixty (60) days unless approved by the applicant.
(5) An applicant may by written notice to the City request an extension of the time limit
under this Subdivision.
(6) Denial. If an application for a preliminary plat is denied by the City Council, the denial
shall be accompanied by written findings setting forth the reasons for the denial in terms
of the ways in which the proposed plat fails to meet the standards and intent of this
Ordinance and is otherwise injurious to the public health, safety, and welfare.
(7) Limit of Reapplication. Limits on reapplication shall be as specified in Section 11.01,
Subdivision 8.1, D (6): Limit of Reapplication.
(8) Approval of the preliminary plat is acceptance of the general layout and indicates to the
applicant that he or she may proceed with fulfilling the necessary steps for approval of
the final plat in accordance with the terms of approval. Such approval does not constitute
approval of the final plat.
(9) Should the subdivider desire to amend the Preliminary Plat as approved, they may submit
an amended plan which shall follow the same procedure as a new Preliminary Plat,
except for the public hearing and fee unless the amendment is in the opinion of the City
Council of such scope as to constitute a new Preliminary plat, then it shall be re-filed.

3. Approval Criteria. A preliminary plat shall be approved if it meets all of the following criteria:
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a. The application is complete and the information contained within the application is correct
and sufficient to allow adequate review and final action;
b. The preliminary plat is consistent with all applicable provisions of this Ordinance and state
law;
c. The preliminary plat is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and any other adopted
plans and standards as they relate to the following:
1. The City’s current and future streets, sidewalks, bike lanes, alleys, parks, and public
utility facilities; and
2. The extension, improvement, or widening of City roads, taking into account access and
extension of sewer and water mains and the instrumentality of public utilities;
d. The preliminary plat promotes public health, safety, and general welfare; furthers the orderly
layout and use of land; prevents the overcrowding of land by providing appropriate densities;
lessens congestion on streets and highways and provides sufficient street layout and traffic
flow; provides for adequate light and air; facilitates adequate provisions for water, sewerage,
storm water management, and other public requirements; provides for proper ingress and
egress; and promotes proper monumenting of land subdivided and conveyancing by accurate
legal descriptions;
e. The tract of land subject to the application is adequately served by public improvements and
infrastructure (as required by this Ordinance), or will be adequately served upon completion
by the applicant of required improvements; and
f.

Where applicable, each preliminary plat shall include a schedule for phasing of
improvements.

B. Final Plat.
1. Applicability. The subdivider shall submit six (6) copies of the final plat to the Zoning
Administrator or other Authorized Agent within twelve (12) months after the date of approval of
the Preliminary Plat. Failure to submit the final plat within twelve (12) months from the approval
of the Preliminary Plat, the Preliminary Plat will be considered void unless an extension is
requested in writing by the subdivider and granted by the City Council. The final plat is
essentially a complete version of the previously approved preliminary plat incorporating all the
required changes and the final engineering diagrams and descriptions.
2. Review Process.
(a) Optional pre – application meeting. The property owner or their designated agent may meet
with the Zoning Administrator or other Authorized Agent to review the final plat
requirements prior to submitting an application.
(b) Initiation. Initiation of a final plat may be made upon application of the property owner or the
owner’s designated agent.
(c) Application submittal. A complete application shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator
or other Authorized Agent pursuant to Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, D (2) Application
Forms and Fees and Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, D (3) Application Deadline of the
Zoning Ordinance. The application shall include all the required information specified below:
(1) Proposed name of subdivision, which name shall not duplicate or be alike in
pronunciation of the name of any plat theretofore recorded in Washington County.
(2) Legal description of property.
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(3) Names and addresses of the record owner, and any agent having control of the land,
subdivider, land surveyor, engineer, and designer of the plan.
(4) Graphic scale not less than one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet, unless otherwise
determined by the City Engineer or other Authorized Agent.
(5) North point and key map of the area within half (1/2) mile radius.
(6) Date of preparation.
(7) Existing Conditions.
a. Boundary lines shall be shown clearly and to such a degree of accuracy that conforms
to the plat in that no major changes are necessary in preparing said plat.
b. Existing zoning classifications for land in and abutting the subdivision.
c. Approximate total acreage.
d. Location, right – of –way width, and names of existing or platted streets or other
public ways, parks and other public lands, permanent buildings and structures,
easements and section and corporate lines within the plan and to a distance one
hundred (100) feet beyond shall also be indicated.
e. Location and size of existing sewers, water mains, culverts or other underground
facilities within the preliminary plan area and to a distance of one hundred (100) feet
beyond. Such data as grades and locations of catch basins, manholes, hydrants, and
street pavement width and type, shall also be shown.
f.

Boundary lines of adjoining unsubdivided or subdivided land, within one hundred
(100) feet.

g. Topographic data, including contours at vertical interval shall be shown. Water
courses, marshes, wooded areas, rock outcrops, power transmission poles and lines,
and other significant features shall also be shown. U.S.G.S. datum shall be used for
all topographic mapping where feasible.
h. A copy of all proposed private restrictions shall be submitted.
i.

Percolation test and soil borings are required on soil area rated moderate or severe
limitations for on – site sewage disposal systems as stated in the Soils Handbook on
file in the Washington County Planning Department and Washington County Soil
and Water Conservation District Office if the area being subdivided does not have
municipal sanitary sewer available to it.

j.

If severe soil limitations for the intended use are noted in the Soil Handbook on file
in the Washington County Planning Department and Washington County Soil and
Water Conservation District Office, a plan or statement indicating the soil
conservation practice or practices to be used to overcome said limitations shall be
made part of the permit application.

k. Inventory of slopes and wooded areas as required in Section 11.01, Subdivision 10.5:
Slopes / Woodland Protection, Preservation and Replacement.
l.

Delineation of Wetlands as required in Section 11.07: Wetland Buffer Ordinance.

(8) Subdivision Design Features.
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a. Layout of proposed streets, showing right – of – way widths and proposed names of
streets. The name of any street shall conform to the Mahtomedi Uniform System of
Naming Streets and Numbering Properties and Buildings.
b. Locations and widths of proposed alleys, pedestrian ways, and utility easements.
c. Layout numbers and preliminary dimensions of lots and blocks.
d. Minimum front and side street building setback lines.
e. Location and size of proposed sanitary sewer lines and water mains or proposed City
sewer and water system if required.
f.

Gradients of proposed streets, sewer lines and water mains, if requested by the City
Engineer or other Authorized Agent.

g. Areas, other than streets, alleys, pedestrian ways, and utilities easements, indented to
be dedicated or reserved for public including the size of such area or areas in acres.
(9) Additional Information.
a. Statement of the proposed use of lots stating type of residential buildings with
number of proposed dwelling units, type of business or industry so as to reveal the
effect of the development on traffic, fire hazards, and congestion of population.
b. Provisions for sewage disposal, surface water, drainage, and flood control.
c. If any zoning changes are contemplated, the proposed zoning plan for the areas,
including dimensions.
d. Such other information as may be requested by the City Administrator or other
Authorized Agent.
e. Where the subdivider owns property adjacent to that which is being proposed for the
subdivision, the subdivider shall submit a sketch plan of the remainder of the
property so as to show the possible relationships between the proposed subdivision
and future subdivision. In any event, all subdivisions must be shown to relate well
with existing or potential adjacent subdivisions.
f.

Information regarding slope / woodland protection as required in Section 11.01,
Subdivision 10.5: Slopes / Woodland Protection, Preservation and Replacement.

g. Information regarding wetland protection as required in Section 11.07: Wetland
Buffer Ordinance.
(10) Abstract of Title or Registered Abstract certified to a date not more than thirty (30) days
prior to the submission of the final plat, along with any unrecorded documents affecting
title to the property which is the subject of the plat, and an Opinion of Title by the
subdivider’s attorney. As an alternative to an Abstract of Title or Registered Property
Abstract and an Opinion of Title, the Zoning Administrator or other Authorized Agent
may accept a Commitment of Title Insurance, with an effective date not more than thirty
(30) days prior to the submission of the final plat to the Zoning Administrator or other
Authorized Agent, from a title insurance company reasonable acceptable to the City,
unless otherwise determined by the City Attorney.
d. Staff review. The Zoning Administrator or other Authorized Agent shall complete the
following tasks:
(1) Determine if the application is complete pursuant to Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.1, D
(4): Application Completeness of the Zoning Ordinance;
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(2) Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, submit the application to the required state agencies and
the Fire Chief, the Public Works Director, the City Engineer, and the School District for
their review and comment. In addition one copy with the Abstract of Title or Registered
Property Abstract, Opinion of Title or Commitment for Title Insurance shall be submitted
to the City Attorney;
(3) Review the application, considering the approval criteria, and prepare a report to the
Planning Commission with a recommendation for final action.
e. City Council final action.
(1) The City Council may refer the final plat to the Planning Commission for
recommendation if they feel the final plat is substantially different from the approved
Preliminary Plat.
(2) Prior to approval of the final plat, the subdivider shall have installed all required
improvements or executed an agreement with the City Council for their installation.
Required improvements shall conform to approved engineering standards and be in
compliance with these regulations.
(3) Within sixty (60) days of the City’s receipt of a complete application, the City Council
shall review the request, the Planning Commission’s recommendation, and the approval
criteria and take action to approve, approve with conditions, or deny the request. If the
final plat is not approved, the reasons for such action shall be recorded in the official
proceedings and transmitted to the subdivider.
(4) Approval or approval with conditions of a final plat shall require an affirmative vote of
the majority of the City Council.
(5) Upon receiving the plat signed by the County Surveyor, the City Council shall also sign
the final plat, and the subdivider shall then record the final plat with the County Recorder
within one hundred twenty (120) days, or the approved plat shall be considered void.
(6) The subdivider shall immediately upon recording furnish the Zoning Administrator with
a reproducible copy, either mylar or linen reproducible tracings, of the recorded plat and
two prints. Failure to furnish such copies shall be grounds for refusal to issue building
permits for the lot(s) within the plat.
(7) Upon receiving approval of the final plat for a portion of the approved preliminary plat,
the subdivider shall not be required to request a continuation of the recognition of the
preliminary plat so as to maintain its approval.
3. Approval Criteria. A final plat shall be approved if it meets all of the following criteria:
a. The application is complete and the information contained within the application is correct
and sufficient to allow adequate review and final action; and
b. The final plat must be consistent with the approved preliminary plat and all of the approval
criteria of the preliminary plat.
4. Data Required for the Final Plat. The final plat shall be prepared by a land surveyor who is
registered in the State of Minnesota and shall comply with the provisions of Minnesota State
Statutes and of this regulation.
The form for approval by signature of County officials concerned with the recording of the plat
shall be as follows:
a. Washington County Surveyor Checked and approved this ____ day of _____, 20____.
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By__________________________
Washington County Surveyor
b. Washington County Auditor
No delinquent taxes and transfer entered this _____ day of _____, 20____.
By__________________________
Washington County Auditor
c. Washington County Recorder (Abstract Property)
I hereby certify this instrument was filed in the office of the County Recorder for record on
this ____ day of ________, 20____, at ______o’clock___.m., and was duly recorded in Book
_______ of ______ on page _______ as Document No. ________.
By__________________________
County Recorder, Washington County
d. Washington County Registrar of Titles (Torrens / Registered Property)
I hereby certify this instrument was filed in the office of the Registrar of Titles for record on
this ____ day of_______, 20__, at ______ o’clock_.m., and was duly recorded in Book ____
of ____ on page ____ as Document No. _____.
By___________________________
Registrar of Titles, Washington County
C. Certified Survey Map
1. Applicability. A certified survey map may be prepared in lieu of a platted subdivision for land
divisions.
2. Review and approval authorities. The proposed certified survey map shall be reviewed and
approved following similar procedures relating to plat review and approval.
3. Required Information. In addition to the information required by Minnesota State Statutes, the
certified survey map shall include the following information:
a. Vicinity map of the subject area in relation to the city and nearby streets and highways.
b. Date, graphic scale, and north arrow.
c. Name and address of the owner, subdivider, and land surveyor preparing the certified survey
map.
d. All existing structures, together with an identification of the type of structure, the distances of
such structures from existing and proposed property lines, wells, watercourses, and drainage
ditches, and existing property boundary lines in the area adjacent to the exterior boundaries of
the proposed certified survey map and within one hundred (100) feet thereof. The proposed
use of the existing structures to be retained shall be noted. All wells within the exterior
boundaries of the proposed certified survey map, and within fifty (50) feet of the exterior
boundaries of the map, shall be shown.
e. Location, approximate dimensions, and area of any sites to be reserved or dedicated for parks,
playgrounds, drainage ways, open space or other public use.
f.
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g. Location and names of adjoining streets, highways, subdivisions, parks, cemeteries, public
lands, and watercourses, including impoundments. The owners of record abutting unplatted
lands shall also be shown.
h. Active and abandoned railroad right – of – ways within and abutting exterior boundaries of
the proposed certified survey map, and the right – of –way of existing and proposed trails,
sidewalks, and bicycle paths.
i.

Easements for any public sanitary sewers, water supply mains, storm water management
facilities, drainage ways, or access ways.

j.

Topographic features including existing and proposed contours.

k. Location and size of existing significant trees pursuant to Section 11.01, Subdivision 10.5:
Slopes / Woodland Protection, Preservation and Replacement of the Zoning Ordinance.
4. Additional information that may be required. The Zoning Administrator or other Authorized
Agent may require that the following additional information be provided when necessary for the
proper review and consideration for the proposed land division.
a. Soil types as shown on existing soil survey maps.
b. The square footage and elevation of the first floor of all buildings proposed to remain on the
site.
c. The results of any required soil borings.
d. Other information as required by the Zoning Administrator, Public Works Director, or other
Authorized Agent.
7.0 Design Standards Relating to the Division of Land.
A. Land Requirements.
1. Land shall be suited to the purpose for which it is to be subdivided. No plan shall be approved if
the site is not suitable for purposes of the kind proposed by reason of potential flooding,
topography, or diverse earth or rock formation.
2. Land subject to hazards to life, health or property shall not be subdivided for residential purposes
until all such hazards have been eliminated or unless adequate safeguards against such hazards
are provided by the subdivision plan.
3. Erosion and sedimentation control plans shall be required for the proposed subdivision including
plans for temporary control measures to be taken during establishment of improvements. Such
control plans shall be in accordance with the technical standards of soil conservation service as
provided by the Washington County Soil and Water Conservation District Office and with
applicable ordinances of the City. All drainage ditches, settlement basins and storm drainage
ponds shall be sodded immediately upon completion of final grading.
4. Proposed subdivisions shall be coordinated with existing nearby municipalities or neighborhoods
so that the City as a whole may develop harmoniously.
B. Street Plan.
1. Proposed streets shall conform to the state and county highway plans as they have been prepared,
adopted and / or filed as prescribed by law.
2. Streets shall logically relate to the topography so as to produce usable lots and reasonable grades.
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3. Access shall be given to all lots and parcels of the tract in the subdivision, and to adjacent
unsubdivided parcels unless the topography clearly indicates that such connection is not feasible.
Reserved strips, and landlocked areas shall not be created.
4. The arrangement of streets in new subdivision shall make provisions for the appropriate
continuation of the existing streets in adjoining areas.
5. Where adjoining areas are not subdivided, but may be subdivided, the arrangement of streets in a
new subdivision shall make provision for the proper projection of streets into adjoining areas by
carrying the new streets to the boundaries of the new subdivision at appropriate locations.
6. Minor streets shall be laid out to discourage their use by through traffic. Thoroughfares shall be
for through traffic by using marginal access streets, lots served by an interior street or other
means.
7. Half or partial streets shall not be permitted, except where essential to reasonable subdivision of a
tract in conformance with other requirements and standards of these regulations and where, in
addition, satisfactory assurance for dedication of the remaining part of the street can be secured.
8. Wherever a tract to be subdivided adjoins an existing half, or partial street, the part of the street
within such a tract shall be platted.
9. Dead – end streets and reserve strips shall be prohibited and no public improvements shall be
approved for any private street. All streets shall be dedicated for public use, unless otherwise
allowed by the City Engineer or other Authorized Agent.
10. Private streets and reserve strips shall be prohibited and no public improvements shall be
approved for any private street. All streets shall be dedicated for public use, unless otherwise
allowed by the City Engineer or other Authorized Agent.
11. Where a subdivision abuts or contains an existing or planned major thoroughfare or a railroad
right – of – way, a street approximately parallel to and on each side of such thoroughfare and
right – of – way may be required for adequate protection of residential properties and separation
of through and local traffic. Such service streets shall be located at a distance from the major
thoroughfare or railroad right – of – way suitable for the appropriate use of the intervening land,
as for park purposes in residential districts, or for commercial and industrial purposes in
appropriate districts. Such distances shall also be determined with due regard for the requirements
of approach grades and future grade separations.
12. The street arrangements shall not be such as to cause hardship to owners of adjoining property in
platting their own land and providing convenient access to it.
C. Cul – de – sac Streets.
1. Cul – de – sac streets, permanently designed as such, shall not exceed six hundred (600) feet in
length, except as variances are permitted pursuant to Section 11.01, Subdivision 8.20: Variances
of the Zoning Ordinance. Such a variance may be granted if it can be clearly shown that by
reason of unfavorable land form or the irregular shape of the land from which the subdivision is
being made, a normal street pattern cannot be established, or that land would be wasted by not
granting such a variance.
2. Unless future extension is clearly impractical or undesirable, the turnaround right – of – way shall
be placed adjacent to a property line and a right – of – way of the same width as the street shall be
carried to said property line in such a way as to permit future extension of the street into the
adjoining tract. At such time as such a street is extended, the acreage covered by the turnaround
outside the boundaries of the extended street shall revert in ownership to the property owner
fronting on the temporary turnaround.
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D. Street Design.
1. Minimum right – of – way widths and pavement widths (face to face of curb) for each type of
public street or road shall be as follows:

Type of Street

Right – of –
Way Width

Thoroughfare
Collector Street
Minor Street

120’
80’
60’

Marginal
Access
Cul – de – sac

50’
55’ turnaround
radius

Roadway Width
Shall follow: MN DOT Geometric Design Standards for design speed of
30 to 35 mph.
As determined by traffic needs.
As determined by traffic needs
Urban with Curb and Urban
No parking 26’
Parking on side 32’
Parking both sides 38’
Rural with Ditches
Road surface width 24’
Shoulders 4’ (Shoulders shall be measured from the curb or the edge of
the traffic lane).
Clear Zone
15’ (Clear Zone shall be measured from the curb or the edge of the
traffic lane and include the shoulders).
In Slope 4:1
Back Slope 3:1
Note: For non- MSA roadway construction, other dimensions may be
considered.
As determined by traffic needs.
45’ turnaround radius

2. Where a subdivision abuts or contains an existing street of inadequate width, sufficient additional
width shall be provided to meet the above standards.
3. Additional right – of – way and roadway widths may be required to promote safety and
convenience when special conditions require it or to provide parking space in areas of intensive
use. Existing streets with lesser width than prescribed above will be considered in existing
neighborhoods.
4. Extensions of existing streets with lesser right – of – way than prescribed above may be permitted
by variance in special cases.
5. Restriction of Access. Access of minor streets to state and county state aid highways, shall be
discouraged at the intervals of less than three hundred (300) feet.
6. Street Jog. Street jogs with centerline offsets of less than on hundred fifty (150) feet may not be
allowed.
7. Deflection. When connecting street lines deflect from each other at any one point by more than
ten (10) degrees, they shall be connected by a curve with a radius of not less than one hundred
(100) feet.
8. Grades. Centerline gradients shall be at least 0.4 percent and shall not exceed the following:
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Classification

Gradient

Thoroughfares and Collector Streets

5%

Minor Streets and Marginal Access Streets

8%

9. Vertical Curves. Different connecting street gradients shall be connected with vertical curves.
Minimum length, in feet, of these curves shall be twenty (20) times the algebraic difference in the
percent of grade of the two adjacent slopes.
10. Angle of Intersection. The angle formed by the intersecting of streets shall not be less than sixty
(60) degrees with ninety (90) degree intersections preferred.
11. Size of Intersection. Intersections of more than four corners shall be prohibited.
12. Corner Radii. Roadways of street intersections shall be rounded by a radius of not less than
fifteen (15) feet. Roadways of alley – street intersections shall be rounded by a radius of not less
than six (6) feet. Corners at the entrances to the turn – around portions of cul – de – sacs shall be
rounded by a radius of not less than twenty – five (25) feet.
13. Curb and Gutter. Curb and gutter shall be included as part of the required street surface
improvement for urban road design standards and shall, thus, be designed for installation along
both sides of urban roadways.
E. Alley Design.
1. Except in the case of a planned unit development, either a public or private alley shall be
provided in a block where commercially zoned property abuts a major thoroughfare or a major
street. Alleys in residential areas other than those zoned for multiple-family use shall not be
permitted.
2. All alley rights – of – way and pavement widths shall conform to the following minimum
standards:
Classification

Right – of –
Way Width

Pavement

Industrial or Commercial

24 feet

20 feet

Residential (two – way)

20 feet

16 feet

Residential (one – way)

16 feet

12 feet

3. All centerline gradients shall be at least 0.5 percent and shall not exceed eight percent (8%).
F. Public Utilities.
1. Water Supply. Extensions of the public water supply system shall be designed so as to provide
public water service to each lot.
2. Sewage Disposal. Extensions of the public sanitary sewer system shall be designed so as to
provide public sewer service to each lot.
G. Drainage. A complete and adequate drainage system shall be required for the subdivision and may
include a storm sewer system or a system of open ditches, culverts, pipes and catch basins, or both
systems. Drainage designs must conform to the local watershed district requirements minimum,
drainage design shall conform to the local water management plan.

302

Chapter 11: Planning and Development

Section 11.02: Subdivision Regulations
Subdivision 7.0: Design Standards Relating to the Division of Land

H. Easements.
1. Provided for Utilities. Ten (10) foot easements shall be provided for utilities along the front
property line for all new lots within the City of Mahtomedi. Where underground utilities are
being installed a side yard easement may be required. These easements shall be covered by
document.
2. Provided for Drainage. Easements shall be provided along each side of the centerline of any
water course or drainage channel, whether or not shown on the Comprehensive Plan, to a
sufficient width as determined by the City Engineer or other Authorized Agent, to provided
proper maintenance and protection and to provide for storm water run – off and installation and
maintenance of storm sewers. Five (5) foot drainage and utility easements shall be provided and
adjacent to side and rear property lines, unless otherwise determined by the City Engineer or
other Authorized Agent.
3. Dedication. Utility and drainage easements shall be dedicated for the required use.

I. Street Trees. The type or species of trees planted shall be approved by the City Council as part of the
Site Plan review. Trees with root structures that are less likely to interfere with utility lines, break up
sidewalks and cause other nuisance damage are desirable. Trees shall have a trunk diameter
(measured twelve (12) inches above the ground level) of not less than 1 ¾ inches and shall be planted
in not less than one (1) cubic yard of good growing soil with a suitable amount of fertilizer. Approved
multiple varieties shall be used alternately. Any trees planted shall be seven (7) feet or greater from
the curb or edge of the traffic lane.
J. Street Names. Names of new streets shall not duplicate existing or platted street names unless a new
street is a continuation of or in alignment with the existing or platted street. In that event it shall bear
the same name of the existing or platted street so in alignment. Street names shall conform to the City
of Mahtomedi, Uniform System of Naming Streets and Numbering Properties and Buildings as
applicable.
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K. Block Design.
1. Block length and width or acreage within bounding streets shall be such as to accommodate the
size of residential lots required in the area by the Zoning Code and to provide for convenient
access, circulation control, and safety of street traffic.
2. In residential areas, other than water frontage, blocks shall not be less than six hundred (600) feet
or not more than eighteen hundred (1800) feet in length measured along the greatest dimension of
the enclosed block area, unless minor variances are necessitated by topography or conformance
with an adjoining plat.
3. In blocks over nine hundred (900) feet long, ten (10) foot wide pedestrian crosswalks may be
required through the blocks in locations deemed necessary to public health, convenience and
necessity. Suitable paving and fencing shall be provided.
4. Blocks for commercial and industrial / business areas may vary from the elements of design
contained in this section if the nature of the use requires other treatment. In such cases, off –
street parking for employees and customers shall be provided along with safe and convenient
limited access to the street system. Space for off – street loading shall also be provided with
similar access. Extension of roads, railroad access right – of – way, and utilities shall be provided
as necessary.
5. Blocks shall be wide enough to allow two (2) tiers of lots with a minimum depth as required by
the Zoning Code except adjoining lake, stream, railroad, or thoroughfare or where one tier of lots
is necessary because of topographic conditions.
L. Lot Requirements.
1. Side Lot Lines. Side lot lines shall be substantially at right angles to straight street lines or radial
to curved street lines or radial to lake or stream shores unless topographic conditions necessitate a
different arrangement.
2. Public Streets. Each lot shall front upon a public street, unless otherwise allowed by the City
Engineer or other Authorized Agent.
3. Lot Area and Lot Width. No lot shall have less area or width than is required by zoning
regulations applying to the area in which it is located except as herein provided.
4. Commercial or Industrial / Business Lots. Lots designed for commercial or industrial /
business purposes shall provide adequate off – the – street service, loading and parking facilities.
5. Building Sites. Each lot shall provide an adequate building site at least one (1) foot above the
centerline street grade unless it can be shown that adequate drainage and utility sewers can be
provided.
6. Minimum Lot Lines. Lot widths and lengths shall conform to Section 11.01, Subdivisions 11.2
through 11.36 or as shown in Table 11.0-A: Land Use Table.
7. Butt Lots. Butt lots in any subdivision are to be discouraged. Where such lots must be used to fit
a particular type of design, they shall be platted at least five (5) feet wider than the average width
of interior lots in the block.
8. Through or Double Frontage Lots. Such lots shall not be permitted except where such lots abut
a thoroughfare or major highway. Such lots shall have an additional depth of ten (10) feet for
screen planting along the rear lot line.
9. Lots Abutting Upon a Water Course, Drainage Way, Channel or Stream. Lots abutting upon
a water course, drainage way, channel or stream shall have an additional depth or width, as
required to assure building sites and are not subject to flooding.
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10. Lots with Lakeshore Frontage. Lots with lakeshore frontage shall be designed so that the lot
lines extended shall maintain the closets approximation to riparian right.
11. Natural Features. In the subdividing of the land, regard shall be shown for all natural features,
such as tree growth, water courses, historic spots, or similar conditions, which if preserved will
add attractiveness and stability to the proposed development.
12. Lot Remnants. All remnants of lots below minimum size left over after subdividing of a larger
tract must be added to adjacent lots, or a plan shown as to future use rather than allowed to
remain as unusable parcels.
13. Access to Thoroughfares. In the case where a proposed plat is adjacent to limited access
highway, other major highway, or thoroughfare, there shall be no direct vehicular access from
individual lots to such streets and roads. In the platting of small tracts of land fronting on limited
access highways or thoroughfares where there is no other alternative, a temporary entrance may
be granted as neighboring land becomes subdivided and more preferable access arrangements
becomes possible, such temporary access permits shall become void.
14. Political Subdivision Lines. No lot shall extend over a political subdivision boundary or school
district line.
15. Neck Lots. Neck lots are prohibited.
8.0 Engineering Standards.
A. Monuments. All lot and block corner pipes or steel rods shall be a minimum of one – half ( ½ ) inch
in diameter and be inscribed with the registration number of the land surveyor making the survey as
prescribed in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 505. All quarter corners and section corners will be set by
the Washington County Surveyor.
B. Streets.
1. Street Grading. Streets shall be graded in accordance with a plan approved by the Engineer. The
plan shall include the entire width of the right – of – way and include provisions to preserve
existing trees and natural environment wherever possible.
2. Street Pavement. The design of street pavement for all streets covered by this regulation shall be
in accordance with the State of Minnesota Highway Department Road Design Manual No. 5-291
for flexible pavements. The designed thickness of the surfacing elements shall be in accordance
with the flexible pavement design standard for road classifications as follows:
Classification

Pavement Design; Axle Load

Thoroughfare, Collector Streets
and Commercial

As determined by traffic needs.

Industrial Service Streets Minor
Streets and Marginal Access
Streets

7 ton minimum

3. Soil Tests. To determine subgrade soil classifications, soil samples shall be collected and
analyzed by a reputable testing laboratory. Reports of the soil analysis shall be submitted to the
Engineer with the pavement plans. Soil samples shall be taken along the centerline of the
proposed road at intervals determined by the Soils Engineer.
4. Curb and Gutter. Concrete curb and gutter shall be constructed on both sides of streets. The
construction shall be in accordance with Standard Specification for highway Construction,
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M.H.D. Spec. No. 2531. Concrete curb and gutter cross – sections shall be either M.H.D. Design
No. B618 or M.H.D. Design No. S518.
5. Boulevards. All boulevards shall have four (4) inches of top soil (black dirt) placed on them and
then be sodded behind the curb at two (2) roll widths wide.
C. Public Utilities.
1. Water Main. A minimum water main of six (6) inch ductile iron pipe or other approved pipe
shall be required. Mains over six (6) inches in size may be required with the additional cost
possible borne by the City, as outlined in the City Assessment Manual. Service ways shall be a
minimum of ¾ inch copper.
2. Sanitary Sewer. Unless otherwise required, a sanitary sewer of eight (8) inch PVC pipe shall be
installed as the minimum size placed at grades approved by the City Engineer or other Authorized
Agent. Mains over eight (8) inches in size may be required with additional cost possibly borne by
the City as outlined in the City Assessment Manual. Service ways hall be a minimum of four (4)
inches of PVC pipe.
D. Sanitation.
1. Where lots cannot be connected with a public sewerage system, provisions must be made for
sanitary sewerage facilities, consisting of a central treatment plant or individual disposal devices
for each lot. This does not mean that the installation of individual disposal devices shall be at the
expense of the subdivider.
2. All proposed sewage disposal systems shall comply with the regulations and recommended
standards of Washington County, the Minnesota Department of Health, the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, and Chapter 15 of the Mahtomedi Code.
E. Water Supply. An individual well shall produce at least ten (10) gallons per minute, have a well
casing at least four (4) inches in diameter and be grouted to provide a safe, potable water supply.
F. House Plumbing. When an individual sewage system is used an the septic tank is placed on a side
other than that from which the public sewer line would connect, it shall be required that a capped
sewage disposal line shall be extended from the point of ground entrance of basement or house to a
point five (5) feet beyond and to the side from which the future sewer connection will be made. Inside
the basement the elbow easily reversed for connection to the capped line.
G. Drainage. All surface and underground drainage systems shall be installed to adequately remove all
natural drainage that accumulates on the developed property. All such systems shall be in conformity
to the City drainage plans and all piping shall provide complete removal and a permanent solution for
the removal of drainage water.
H. Street Signs. All street signs shall be provided and installed by the City at the expense of the
subdivider.
I. Street Trees. The type of species of trees planted shall be approved by the City Council or other
Authorized Agent. Trees with root structures that are less likely to interfere with utility lines, break up
sidewalks and cause other nuisance damage are desirable. Trees shall have a trunk diameter
(measured 12” above the ground level) of not less than 1 ¾” and shall be planted in not less than one
(1) cubic yard of good growing soil with a suitable amount of fertilizer. Approved multiple varieties
shall be used alternately. Any trees planted shall be seven (7) feet or greater from the curb of edge of
the traffic lane.
J. Utilities Location. When practicable and feasible, all utilities shall be placed underground. All
underground work shall be completed prior to street surfacing. All utility lines for telephone and
electrical service shall be placed in rear line easements when carried on overhead poles.
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K. Inspection. All required improvements shall be inspected by the City Engineer or other Authorized
Agent during construction at the expense of the subdivider.
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9.0 Required Improvements and Financial Arrangements.
A. Improvements Required.
1. Prior to the approval of a plat by the City Council, the subdivider shall have agreed, in the manner
set forth below, to install or have installed in conformity with approved construction plans and in
conformity with all applicable standards and ordinances, the following improvements on the site:
a. All subdivision boundary corners, block and lot corners, road intersection corners and points
of tangency and curvature shall be marked with survey monuments meeting the minimum
requirements of state law. All U.S., state, county, and other official bench marks, monuments
or triangular stations in or adjacent to the property shall be preserved in precise position
unless a relocation is approved by the controlling agency.
b. Grading. The full width of the right – of – way of each street and alley dedicated in the plat
shall be graded.
c. Pavement. All streets and alley shall be improved with concrete or bituminous surfaces.
d. Gutter. There shall be concrete curb and gutter installed along both sides of all streets and
alleys that are an urban design.
e. In the case where mains from a public water system are available, the subdivider shall be
required to install water mains in the plat and connect the same to such public water system.
f.

Sewer. In all cases where trunk line sanitary sewer facilities are available, the subdivider shall
be required to install sanitary sewers in the plat and connect the same to such trunk line
sewers.

g. Such facilities and easements shall be installed as will adequately provide for the drainage of
surface waters; a storm sewer system may be required. Drainage way easements or land
dedication may be required when such easements or land is needed in the public interest for
purposes of flood plain management, proper drainage, prevention of erosion, pedestrian
access to water bodies, or other public purpose. All surface water drainage plans must be
approved by the Rice Creek Watershed prior to final plat approval.
h. Tree planting, street name signs, traffic control signs, oversized utility trunk lines, pedestrian
ways, and other improvements may be required.
B. Payment for Installation of Improvements. The required improvements as listed herein are to be
furnished and installed at the sole expense of the subdivider. The City Council may at its discretion
elect to install the necessary improvements as a local improvement project as provided under
Minnesota Statutes 429. If the City Council elects to undertake the project the developer must enter
into the required developer’s agreement prior to final plat approval. If the City Council elects not to
undertake the project as a local improvement project, the subdivider must comply with Subdivisions 9
C: Agreement Providing for the Installation of Improvements through 9, H: Alternate Installation and
Incomplete Improvements herein prior to final plat approval.
C. Agreement Providing for the Installation of Improvements.
1. Prior to the installation of any required improvements and prior to approval of the plat, the
subdivider shall enter into a contract in writing with the City requiring the subdivider to furnish
and construct said improvements at his sole cost and in accordance with plans and specifications
and usual contract conditions. This shall include provision for supervision of details of
construction by the engineer and shall grant to the engineer authority to correlate the work to be
done under said contract by any subcontractor authorized to proceed there under and with any
other work being done or contracted by the City in the vicinity. The agreement shall require the
subdivider to make an escrow deposit or, in lieu thereof, to furnish a performance bond, the
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amount of the deposit or penal amount of the bond to be equal to one hundred twenty – five
percent (125%) of the engineer’s estimate of the total cost of the improvements to be furnished
under the contract, including the cost of inspection. On request of the subdivider, the contract
may provide for completion of part or all of the improvements covered thereby prior to
acceptance of the plat. In such event the amount of the deposit or bond may be reduced in a sum
equal to the estimated cost of the improvements so completed prior to the acceptance of the plat.
The time for completion of the work and the several parts thereof shall be determined by the City
Council upon recommendation of the engineer after consultation with the subdivider. It shall be
reasonable with relation to the work to be done, the seasons of the year, and proper correlation
with construction activities in the plan and subdivision.
2. No subdivider shall be permitted to start work on any other subdivision without the approval of
the City Council if he has previously defaulted on work or commitments.
D. Financial Guarantee.
1. The contract provided for in Subdivision 8, C: Agreement Providing for the Installation of
Improvements herein shall require the subdivider to make an escrow deposit, in lieu thereof,
furnish a performance bond. The escrow deposit or performance bond shall conform to the
requirements of this regulation.
2. Escrow Deposit. An escrow deposit shall be made with the City Administrator in a sum equal to
one hundred twenty – five percent (125%) of the total cost as estimated by the engineer of all the
improvements to be furnished and installed by the subdivider pursuant to the contract, which have
not been completed prior to approval of the final plat. The total costs shall include costs of
inspection by the City. The City shall be entitled to reimburse itself out of said deposit for any
cost and expense incurred by the City for the work in case of default of the subdivider under said
contract, and for any damages sustained on account of any breach thereof. Upon completion of
the work the termination of any liability, the balance remaining in said deposit shall be refunded
to the subdivider.
3. Performance Bond. In lieu of making the escrow deposit the City Council may accept from the
subdivider a performance bond with corporate surety, in a penal sum equal to one hundred twenty
– five percent (125%) of the total cost as estimated by the engineer of all the improvements to be
furnished and installed by subdivider pursuant to the contract, which have not been completed
prior to the approval of the final plat. The total costs shall include costs of inspection by the City.
The bond shall be approved as to form and execution by the City Attorney and filed with the City
Administrator.
E. Construction Plans and Inspection.
1. Construction plans for the required improvements conforming in all respects with the standards
and ordinances of the City shall be prepared at the Subdividers expense by a professional
engineer who is registered in the State of Minnesota, and said plans shall contain his certificate.
Such plans together with the quantities of construction items shall be submitted to the engineer
for his approval and for his estimate of the total costs of thee required improvement. Upon
approval, such plans shall become a part of the required contract. The tracings of the plans
approved by the engineer plus two (2) prints shall be furnished to the City Administrator to be
filed as a public record.
2. All required improvements on the site that are to be installed under the provisions of this
regulation shall be inspected during the course of construction by the engineer at the Subdividers
expense, and acceptance by the City Council shall be subject to the engineer’s certificate of
compliance with the contract.
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F. Improvements Completed Prior to Approval of the Final Plat. Improvements within a subdivision
which have been completed prior to application for approval of the final plat or execution of the
contract for installation of the required improvements shall be accepted as equivalent improvements
in compliance with the requirements only if the engineer shall certify that he is satisfied that the
existing improvements conform to applicable standards.
G. Trunk Facilities. Where a larger size water main, sanitary sewer, storm drain or similar facility is
required to serve areas outside the subdivision, the larger facility required must be constructed.
Additional cost is to be born by the benefiting properties and the assessments are to be determined
accordingly by the City Council.
H. Alternate Installation and Incomplete Improvements.
1. The City Council may elect to install any or all of the required improvements pursuant to a cash
escrow agreement or other financial arrangements with the subdivider.
2. It is hereby the announced policy of the City that full and complete utility systems be installed in
all needed areas as soon as is practicable and feasible. Accordingly, the City shall proceed as soon
as it is practicable after final approval of a subdivision with installation within the subdivision of
such improvements as may be determined to be necessary. In the event of small subdivisions or in
subdivisions in which development may proceed slowly, or in other events in which the
construction of surfaced streets, utility lines, or other improvements is clearly not feasible
immediately following the approval of the final plat, the City Council may elect to commence
assessment proceedings, utilize funds of a cash escrow agreement, or otherwise move to finance
and install improvements when the subdivision is developed to the point of warranting the
improvements. Such improvements are required in order to provide greater assurance of public
health, assure reliability of water supply, provide for economy of installation, provide more
effective fire fighting through hydrants, and otherwise protect the public health, safety,
convenience, and general welfare.
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10.0

General Provisions.

A. Protection of Natural Features. The City Council reserves the right to decline approval of a
subdivision if due regard s not shown for the preservation of all natural features such as large trees,
water courses, scenic points, historical spots and similar City assets which, if preserved, will add
attractiveness and stability to the proposed development of the property.
B. Public Sites and Open Spaces (Park Land Dedication).
1. Consideration of the Public Property. As a condition of subdivision approval, the subdivider
shall dedicate to the public a portion of any proposed plat or subdivision for conservation
purposes or for public use as parks, recreational facilities, playgrounds, trails, wetlands or open
space. The City planner and City engineer shall recommend to the City Council what portion is
reasonable, the location, the need and the use.
2. Public Sites to be Reserved. Where a proposed drainage way, park, playground, school site or
other public site, as shown on the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, is embraced in part or in whole
by the boundary of the proposed subdivision and such public sites are not dedicated, such sites
shall be reserved and no action taken towards approval of a plan or plat for a period not to exceed
ninety (90) days to allow the property governmental agency the opportunity to consider and take
actions toward acquisition of such public ground or park by purchase or other methods.
3. Previous Subdivision. When the property proposed to be subdivided has been previously
subdivided and a land and / or cash in-lieu-of-dedication was made at the time of the original
subdivision, no additional dedication shall be required if the new subdivision does not result in an
increase in the number of residential dwelling units or amount of commercial / industrial building
area. If the number of residential dwelling units or amount of commercial / industrial building
area increases, or if it is unknown if land and / or cash in-lieu of dedication was made at the time
of original subdivision, then the dedication shall be based on the amount of dwelling unit /
commercial / industrial building area increase from the original subdivision.
4. Land Dedication Requirements.
a. Residential. In all new residential subdivision, a minimum of ten percent (10%) of the gross
area subdivided shall be dedicated for public recreation space or open space. In the City’s
sole discretion, the ten percent (10%) may be calculated on the net area, which shall be the
gross area of the subdivided property minus the area of wetlands, lakes, and streams below
the ordinary high water mark. The land dedicated for public use shall be in addition to
property dedicated for streets, alleys, easements, storm water ponding, or other public ways.
No areas may be dedicated for public use until such areas have been approved by the City
Council as suitable and necessary for the public health, safety, convenience and general
welfare.
b. Commercial or Industrial. In all new commercial or industrial subdivisions, seven percent
(7%) of the gross area subdivided shall be dedicated for public space. In the City’s sole
discretion, the seven percent (7%) may be calculated on the net area, which shall be the gross
area of the subdivided property minus the area of wetlands, lakes and streams below the
ordinary high water mark. The land dedicated for public use shall be in addition to property
dedicated for streets, alleys, easements, storm water ponding, or other public ways. No areas
may be dedicated for public use until such areas have been approved by the City Council as
suitable and necessary for the public health, safety, convenience and general welfare.
c. Planned Unit Development (PUD). A Planned Unit Development with mixed land uses shall
make land and / or cash contributions in accordance with this Section based upon the
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percentage of land devoted to various uses. Land area conveyed or dedicated shall be in
addition to and not in lieu of open space requirements for PUD’s.
5. Cash Requirements.
a. Amount of Payment Required. When the subdivision is too small for practical dedication of
public land or if no land in the subdivision is suitable for such use, the subdivider shall be
required to pay a cash fee in lieu of such land dedication. The subdivider shall be required to
pay a fee equal to ten percent (10%) of the fair market value of the land prior to subdivision
or pay a cash fee as established by Ordinance of the City Council, whichever is the lesser of
the two. The market value of the land shall be determined by utilization of tax assessment
records, a report from a certified appraiser or by agreement between the City Council and the
subdivider. A schedule of all fees, which may be amended by the City Council from time to
time, established by this Section, shall be published and available at the City Hall. All park
dedication fees shall be calculated according to the fee rates in effect upon the Council initial
approval of the subdivision.
b. Timing of Payment. Cash contributions shall be paid prior to the City’s signature of and
release of the final plat, unless otherwise specified in the Development Agreement. For
subdivisions that do not require a Plat, the cash contribution shall be paid before the City
releases the signed Development Agreement for recording.
6. Exemptions. If the minor subdivision involves two or more legal buildable lots and the proposed
subdivision will not result in the creation of an additional lot or lots, such minor subdivisions
shall be exempt form the requirement of this Section.
C. Complete Neighborhoods. Upon receiving a report from the Planning Commission, the City Council
may grant a variance from the provisions of these regulations in the case of a subdivision large
enough to constitute more or less self – contained neighborhood, provided that the City receives
adequate safeguards to insure development according to the Preliminary Plat submitted by the
subdivider. Said Preliminary Plat shall not be in conflict with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and
shall in the opinion of the City Council be a desirable City development and shall provide adequate
public open space and any improvements necessary for the circulation, recreation, light, air and
service needs of the tract when fully developed and populated.
D. Planned Unit Developments. Upon receiving a report from the Planning Commission, the City
Council may grant a variance from the provisions of these regulations in the case of a planned unit
development, as defined in the Zoning Code, provided that the City Council shall find that the
proposed development is fully consistent with the purpose and intent of these regulations. This
provision is intended to provide the necessary flexibility for new land planning and land development
trends and techniques.
E. Minor Subdivision. In the case of a subdivision resulting in three (3) or less parcels, situated in a
locality where conditions are well defined, the City Council may exempt the subdivider from
complying with some of the requirements of these regulations. In the case of a request to subdivide a
lot which is a part of a recorded plat, or where the subdivision is to permit the adding of a parcel of
land to an abutting lot or to create not more than three (3) new lots, and the newly created property
lines will not cause any resulting lot to be in violation of these regulations or the Zoning Ordinance,
the division may be approved by the City Council, after submission of a survey by a registered land
surveyor showing the original lot and the proposed subdivision, and review the recommendation by
the Planning Commission.
F. Registered Land Surveys. All Registered Land Surveys shall be filed subject to the same procedure
as required for the filing of a Preliminary Plat for platting purposes. The standards and requirements
set forth in these regulations shall apply to all Registered Land Surveys. Unless the City Council shall
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approve, a Registered Land Survey shall not be used to divide a parcel of land into lots foe purpose of
transfer of ownership or building development, if any of the tracts do not have the required frontage
on a dedicated public street.
G. Metes and Bounds.
1. No building permit shall be issued for any structure on any parcel of land less than twenty (20)
acres in area or having a width of less than three hundred (300) feet on an improved public street,
at the building setback line which is described by metes and bounds until a plat describing such
parcel of land is filed with the Washington County Recorder or the subdivision of the parcel has
been approved by the City Council.
2. When a conveyance by metes and bounds is made and the parcels involved are in excess of
twenty (20) acres in size, a survey of parcels involved shall be submitted to the Zoning
Administrator before any building permits will be issued for those parcels and a copy of the
survey should be attached to the deed when it is submitted to the Washington County Recorder
for recording.
H. Unapproved Subdivisions.
1. No conveyance of land to which this regulation is applicable shall be filed or recorded, if the land
is described in the conveyance by metes and bounds or by reference to an unapproved Registered
Land Survey made after April 21, 1961, or to an unapproved plat. The foregoing provision and
Subdivision 10.0, G: Metes and Bounds herein do not apply to a conveyance if the land described:
a. Was a separate parcel of record April 1, 1945 or the date of adoption of subdivision
regulations under Laws 1945, Chapter 287, whichever is the latter, or of the adoption of
subdivision regulations pursuant to a home rule charter; or
b. Was the subject of a written agreement to convey entered into prior to such time; or
c. Was a separate parcel of not less than two and one half (2½) acres in area and one hundred
fifty (150) feet in width on January 1, 1966; or
d. Was a separate parcel of not less than five acres in area and three hundred (300) feet in width
on July 1, 1980; or
e. Is a single parcel of commercial or industrial land of not less than five (5) acres and having a
width of not less than three hundred (300) feet and its conveyance does not result in the
division of the parcel into two or more lots or parcels, any one of which is less than five (5)
acres in area or three hundred (300) feet in width; or
f.

Is a single parcel of residential or agricultural land of not less than twenty (20) acres and
having a width of not less than five hundred (500) feet and its conveyance does not result in
the division of the parcel into two (2) or more lots or parcels, and one of which is less than
twenty (20) acres in area or five hundred (500) feet in width.

2. In any case in which compliance with the foregoing restrictions will create an unnecessary
hardship and failure to comply does not interfere with the purpose of this regulation, the City
Council may waive such compliance by adoption of a resolution to that effect and the conveyance
may then be filed or recorded.
3. Any owner or agent of the owner of the land who conveys a lot or a parcel in violation of the
provisions of this section shall forfeit and pay to the City a penalty of not less than one hundred
dollars ($100.00) for each parcel so conveyed. The City may enjoin such conveyance or may
recover such penalty by a civil action in any court of competent jurisdiction.
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Section 11.02: Subdivision Regulations
Subdivision 10.0: General Provision

I. Variances.
1. Upon receiving the report from the Planning Commission, the City Council may grant a variance
in any particular case where the subdivider can show that by reason of the exceptional topography
or other physical conditions the strict compliance to these regulations could cause an exceptional
and undue hardship on the enjoyment of a substantial property right. Such relief may be granted
provided there is no detriment to the public welfare and no impairment of intended purpose of
this regulation.
2. Application for any such variance shall be made in writing by the subdivider at the time when the
plan is filed for consideration. Such application shall state fully all facts relied upon by the
subdivider, and shall be supplemented with maps, plans or other additional data which may aid
the Planning commission in the analysis of thee proposed project. Such variances shall be
considered at the next regular meeting held by the Planning Commission.
The plans for such development shall include any covenants, restrictions or other legal provisions
necessary to guarantee the full achievement of the proposed plan. Any variance or modification
thus granted shall be recorded and entered in the minutes of the City Council setting for the
reasons for granting the variance.
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